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PllEFACE. 



Thb great deeds of England's heroes on the sea during 
the memorable period of Tudor rule have furnished 
material for many Yolnmes of special biography, and 
for numberless briefer memoirs in biographical dic- 
tionarieB, in antiquarian repertories, and in miscellaneous 
publications. They have also yielded topics for bril- 
liant episodes and instructive generalizations in liit>t< >ri< s 
of all sorts. But nowhere, I believe, except in John 
Campbell's Lives of the Briiish Admirals (1761), in the 
Lives of the British Admirals begun by Bobert SoutUey 
and continued by Eobert Bell (1833—1840), and in 
• the Memoirs of the Naval Worthies of Queen Elizabeth's 
Eei^ by Mr. John Barrow (1845), has any complete 
or consecutive account of these deeds been attempted ; 
and there seems to be fair excuse for supplementing 
these good books with another and a differently planned 
work. 
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vi Frefcbce. 

I have here attempted to set forth all that is most 
memorable in the caxeers of the great leaders of Eng- 
lish nayigation and English sea-fighting under the 
Tudors, so far as they had anything to do with naval 
affiuis; bat> instead of miting a number of short 
biographies, it seemed to me better to make the bio- 
graphical details subordinate to the history of the 
famous enterprises to which they belong. After a 
short introductory chapter, and tliree other chapters 
which, relating to the leigns of Henry YII., Henry 
VIIL, aud Edward VI., mtiy also be looked upon as 
introductory to the fuller narrative of English sea-going 
under Elizabeth, I have therefore so arranged my ma- 
terials as to present, in each of the following volumes, 
a separate historical episode. In the first is given, as 
concisely as seemed possible with duu regard to tln^ 
interest of the subject^ the story of the efforts made by 
Elizabethan navigators to reach the Indies and acquire 
their wealth by arctic voyaging, and oi the elturts 
issuing therefrom, by which were begun the English 
colonization of America, and the English mastery of 
India. In the second, the same memorable half-century 
has been traversed, chiefly to show the way in which 
while trading enterprise and bold love of advouturu 
were being peaceably exercised by the arctic explorers 
and the founders of our colonial empire, another set of 
men, or the same men applying themselves to a difi'ereut 
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object, went to sea with the detennination of wresting 

the wealtli of the Spanish Main and the Southern ISeas 
from the nation which had learnt to think them ex- 
chisively her own. The outcome of these efforts was 
the Great Armada Fight, and the naval supremacy of 
England over all the nations of Europe. 

The authorities for the statements made in the fol- 
lowing pages have been carefnlly indicated in foot- 
notes. Among recent works, I am especially indebted 
to the many publications of the Hakluyt Society, and 
to the excellent Calendars of State Papers prepared 
under the direction of the Master of the llolls. 
But it is hardly necessary to state that my largest 
debts are due to Hakluyt*s Voyages, and Purchases 
FUgriim, and to the journals and other illustrative 
documents, not included in those voluminous collections, 
which are preserved in the British Museum Library, 
the Beoord Office, and elsewhere. Having a wonderful 
gathering of personal narratives to work from, 1 have 
purposely made free use of the quaint and eloquent 
words and sentences of the original writers, generally 
sharers and often leaders in th<; several enterprises 
which they describe. My effort has been simply and 
concisely to relate the story of some groat achievements 
by which the little island of Britain was helped to 
become a rich and powerful nation. To that end I 
([ave, as far as possible, abstaiued from interpolating 
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the narrative with comiuents and criticisms of my own. 
History, I yentme to think, is always best taught, and 
its lessons are always made most plain, by stiuigbt- 
forward relating of facts ; and interpretations and ex- 
positions wonld be especially ont of place where the 
history i:^ so eloquent and the lessons are so transparent 
as in the ease of the heroic undertakings which are the 
theme of these volumes. 

H. K. Fox Bourne. 
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ENGLISH SEAMEN UNDER THE TDDORS- 



CnAPTEll 1. 

THB ABTBOOnXBHTB OV TUDOB SsAUAmHIP. 

English sailors were first great under the Tudors. 
The fiEuiie of their seafaring began in the reign of 
Henry VIL with the voyages of those Bristol mer- 
chants, under the Cabots, who discovered North America. 
The fame of their sea-fighting began in the reign of 
Henry YUL with the employment of a national nayy» 
under Sir Edward Howard, against the French. 

But from the time when our Anglo-Saxon forefathers 
first visited these shores, we may trace, both in sea- 
fighting and in seafaring; an almost steady growth of 
skill and courage. The earliest indications of skill and 
courage belong, indeed, to a period lasting for centuries, 
perhaps thousands of years, before the Anglo-Saxon 
settlement* 

The very first inhabitants of our island must have 
been sailors, expert enough to make and guide the 
crafts which brought them icom their older continental 

VOL, h B 
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2 The ArUeeedents of Tudor Seawaaukifp, toiuF. t. 

homes. These may have been very rude and rery fra- 
gile; but, if so, there is evidence that the primitive 
knowledge was soon improved upon. In various parts 
of England and Scotland, so deep midorground, and so* 
far from the present limits of the sea that long ages 
must liave elajistd sinco they were used, boats liave 
been discovered, very similar to the canoes still built by 
the North American Indians and the natives of the 
Pacific Islands, and adapted icft- trading and filing 
expeditions. Some are only five or six feet long, and 
hardly able to hold more than a single man; others 
are five or six times as large, and with room enough for 
a little company of voyagers. Most of them are shaped, 
as if by fire, out of solid blocks of oak ; a few are made 
of separate pieces, fastened by wooden pins ; and one,' 
considerably larger than iiie o<iiers, and probably of a 
much later date, has copper instead of wooden nails.* 

All but the smallest bear resemblance to the vessels 
in which the Celts of Gaul, aided, as we are t(^, 
by the Celts of Britain, attempted to withstand 
the conquering force of Julius CsBsar; and Caesar's 
honest praise, corroborated by the discoveries of archoe- 
ologists, gives ns a tolerably dear insight into the 
maritime condition of the Celtic races near the begin- 
ning of the Christian era. "In agility and a ready 
command of oars," he says, " we had the advantage ; 
but in other respects, considering the situation of tlie 
coast and the assaults of storms, all things ran very 

* Arclixotortia, vol. xxvi. (1836), pp. 257—264; Wil-on, VrolatHorie 
AtmaU o/SottOand (2nd ed.. 1863), vol. i., pp. i8-47, 360. 
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much in their favour* For neither could our ships injure 
them in their prows, so great was their strength and 
ibiimess; nor could we easily throw in oar darts, be- 
cause of iheur he^hd above us, for which reason also we 
found it extremely difficult to grapple with the enemy 
and bring them to close light. Add to all thi^, that, 
when file M began to 'rage, and they were forced to 
submit to iba winds, tbey ;cou]d both weather the storm 
better and more securely trust themselves among the 
ahallpws, because they feared notliing iiom the rocks 
aadsclifib upon- the ebbij9g.of the tide."* 
• ITbese oaken galleys, slowogoing and not very 
manageable, llat-buttunied and with high 2)ruws and 
steurus, sup|)tUed with leather sails and iron cables, were 
tba.cbisf canSQS. of troublie to Cijesar in his naval fight- 
ings with the Celtic , vaee& The Cel^ were also &med 
fur the long slender boats, akin to the modern pinnace, 
pi'Ovided with light-blue sails and keels of the same 
ooloury so as to be baisdly dii^guishable, at a little dis- 
tance, from the sea and sky, in which, during waivtime, 
they darted noiselessly upon tlie enemy, and glided 
swiftly from place to place, seeking and giving informa- 
tion.t And for peaceful avocations they had vessels, of 
size intermediate between the galleys and the boats, 
made partly of wood and partly of wicker covered with 
ox-hide, and provided with a few oars and a single sail 
a*piece, in which merchants conveyed their goods from 
one iiome port to another^ or across the narrow seas that 

* GaBBAB, Pa Bdk> Qaaieo, lib. iiL. oap. la 

t Flavius VBSEiiirs, Ih Jte MHUari, lib. it., cap. 37. 
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separated Gaul from Britain and Britain from Hi- 
bernia.* 

The Britons appear to have made no progress in 
maritime afiaiis after the Boman conquest They 

learnt nothing iroin tlioir rulers, wlio, indeed, found it 
more convenient, for vvarlaro in the northem seas, to 
oop7 the Celtic fashions than to use their own slyle 
of shipping ; and under the weakening inilnenoes of a 
foreiorn civilization thev lost much of their ancient 
skill. Yet for some centuries it does not seem that 
Teutonic and Scandinavian shipping was mnch superior 
to that of the Celtic nations which it was the chief 
means of niastering. Braver hearts and stouter hands 
guided them; but the Norse and Anglo-JSaxpn boats 
were as small and as ill-comitrueted as.thoGje of the 
Britons. In some respects perhaps they were even 
ruder. AVhen Bet v^iul, hero of the fine old poem 
which is the earliest treasure of Englisli literature, 
heard of the troubles by which Hrothgar, the king of like 
West Groths, was harassed, and resolved to cross ib<A 
seas for liis iissistance, 

*' He bade for him a ^ve-tisrenei 
Good be prepared;'* 

but it was only large enough to hold a very few of the 

brave warriors eager to join in his expedition, 

*' Willi some fifteen 

The floating wood he sought. 
A water-crafiy man, 

A mrrior, pdiited oat 
The shores and sIiobIb. 

* CosAB, in>. i, cap. 51 ; Seldbn, Man ClamvM (1635), lib. ii^ eap. 2. 
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Then speedil j 
The floater was on the wavei^ 

The boat under the monntain. 
t The ready warriors 

On the prow stt pt. 
Into the bark's l>row 

The wairiorH bore 
Okar-shining weapons, 

Somptuoua var-|^, 
And on the wdoome voyage 

Tlie men preeseci forth. 
Departed then, o'er tlio waTy 8ea» 

By the wind iinpclU d, 
Tho floater lonmy-tK'ckrd, 
, , To a bird most like. * 

* Kot much larger, it \% probable, were the yessels in 
which the Teutonic conquerors ut Britain arrived. The 
Mditions which have assigued a few precise dates to the 
a&ogratioti tilat 'ibQst have proceeded slowly and steadily 
iSitongh some centuries would lead, if we accept them, 
to a different cojiclusion. Heugist and Horsa are said 
to have come, hi 449, with three long ships or keels ; 
Ella and his soni^, in 477, with three others ; Oerdic and 
Cynric, in 495, with five; Port and Lis two sons, in 
501, with two ; and the leaders of the West Saxons, in 
51^ with three.t But we have no grotmd for sup- 
posing that any Anglo-Saxon •* wave-traverser " before 
the time of Alfred the Gn at, whether styled a ship or 
a keel, a hulk or a boat, was of more tlian fifty tons' bur- 
then, or had room for more than half a liundred men. 
All ap]>ear to hare been built after the same &shion, 
with planks laid one over the other, aud stretching from 

* Bbowulf, ed, Tbobfs (1855), lines 889, 400, 420—412. 
t JnffiihSasm CkroniUte, ed. by Thorpb (1861), auh omiif. 
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prow to stern. Both prow and stern rose high above 
the middle part of the vessel, the former, or sometimes 
both, being adorned witli a mde figure-lieftd, and the 
latter beini^ provided with a long broad oar, to be used 
by the captain or pilot in directing the course of the 
Toyage. Bowers were placed at the sides, and, with a 
favourable wind, the progress was greatly aided by a 
large square sail suspended from a yard at the top of 
a single slender mast, and fastened at the bottom to the 
edges of the vesseL The keels,' appatendy, were longer 
and narrower, lighter and swifter than the ships, WM16 
the bulks were broader and more compact, being 
intended for the transport of stores and merchandize, 
and the boats were adapted for rivier-tratasit and passage 
between the larger crafts. "We find no mention, how- 
ever, of vessels too large to be rowed by one or two 
dozen men, or to be pushed by hand from the shore 
when they were required for use.* 

It was in vessels of this sort that the people whom 

* Stbott, CJtfwUifBQf England (1777), vol. i., p. 337 ; K1001.A8I. Hidarjf 
0/ the Boyal Navy (1847), vol. i., pp. 8 — 11. ** A very inteiesting ao- 

count," says the latter authority, " is given by the northern historiaiMlof 
the Danish fleets which so freqnently harassed this country. The crews 
obeyed a sinLcl6 chief, whom they styled tlieir king, and who also com- 
niande<l them on Innd; who wiis always the bravest ot the brave ; who 
never slept beneath a raftered roof, nor ever drained the bowl by a 
sb^tered bearih— a glowing piotnre d their wild and predatory haULts. 
To these qualiiieB a celebrated aeaKifaieftain, called Olat added eztia- 
ordinary eloqoeaoe and great personal strangth and agility. He was 
second to none as a swimmer, could walk upon the onrs of Ids vessel 
while they were in motion, could throw tliree diirts into the air at the 
same time and cateh two of thcin alternately, an<l oonld, moreover, hurl 
a lance with each hnnd ; but he was impetuous, cruel, and revengeful, 
and 'prompt to dure and do.' " 



Digitized by Google 



Chat, ij AuglthSasBon Sliij^ing, 7 



we call Anglo-SaxosuB came to onr shoTes during the 

fourth and fifth centuries; and the vessels in which 
they were attacked, during the luath and tenth cen- 
turies, by their longber kinsmen, known as Danes, 
were of the same description.* King Alfred has the 
credit of effecting the first great iiiiprovemeut iu 
English ahippiii^g. In 897, says the contemporary his* 
torian, be oansed long ships tp be built. ^ They were 
twice as long as the others. Some had sixty oars, some 
(lad more* Tliey were, swifter, steadier, and higher 
tbw tba restjii jshapen.ndfther like the Frisian nor like 
the Da^isb^ but as seemed to him most usefuL^t But 
even the new large ships were so small and light that 
they could, at high tidje, sad. in water which, when it 
ebb^d, left. them dry iipon jjb& Bhoje; and from the 
frequent records of their foundering, we must infer that 
they were neither very well liianaged uor very manage- 
able-t 

Alfred's -zeal in naval matters was inherited by 
several of bis successors. Atbelstan not only obtained 

such a thorough victory over the Danes, in 937, that 
•they gave no further trouble to the English for half a 
century, but he was able, in 938, to invade Scotland by 
sea, and, in 939, to send a fleet to the King of France 
for the purpose of resisting his rebellious nobles and the 

* A boat, suiipo.std lo have been used hy the Danish or Norraan 
freebooters in France—" heavy, stout, und clumsy, the keel hollowed 
QQt <tf a single piece of timber " — w&ii found in the valley of the Seine, 
near Fiftriab in 1806.~Pal6bate, History of Nonumdy and En^and, 
vol. L,pi>. 615, 747. 

t Jji^io-^Ktuoa Chroniek, tvb amo, X 
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King of Germany. Yet more famous was Athelstan s 
son Edgar, of whom it is said that, in 973, " lie led all 
his ship-foroes ta Cyiester, and there came to meet him 
six kings, and they all pliglited their troth to him that 
they would be his fellow -workers by sea and by land."* 
To that fact the mediaeval chroniclers added the fiction 
of his having been roM^red up the Dee by the Kings of 
Scotland, Cumberland, Anglesea^ Wales, Galloway, and 
Westmoreland ; and out of both fact and fiction have 
been constructed wonderful reports of Edgai^s maritime 
greatness. But no fables vere needed to exalt his 
£une as a naval reformer. 

" Was no fleet so insolenl^ 

No host 80 strong. 
That iu the Angle ra^a 

Took from bim aught 
TlM wblletiibiuilike Kiiig 

Bided in tihe jcoyal seat.'* t 

Even Ethclred the Unready has a place in naval 
history. Though he was unable to put it to good use, 
he collected^ in 1009, a fleet of nearly ei^t hundred 
vessels, ** so many as never before had been among the 
English nation in any king*s da) s."t The levying of 
ship-money by which this was efi'ected, being continued 
by Canute and his sons> enabled them to make further 
improvement in English shipping, and to leave it in a 
state from which there appears to have been little 
fresh advance for nearly a century and & half. 

The ship-money was abolished by Edward the Con- 
fessor ; but when William the Norman conquered Eng- 

* JnffiO'^axon CftrmleK^ wb anno. f Ibid, % Urid* 
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land, be found and kept in force certaia pFovisions for 
juiral 9ery:ioe. Thd buigesqoB .of Daver^ for iostanoe* 
were bound to provide twenty ships, carrying twenty- 
one men eacli, for fifteen d^ys eacU year, in return for 
ezemptioa from sac and age and fiKna toll tbronghoiit 
all Epgland ; and by. tbe peqple of .Sandwich similar 
services were rendered in return for similar privi- 
leges. Every time that the King sent ships to sea, 
th^ boj^gesses of Lewea.b^ )to iOo^tnbute twenty sbil- 
liilgpi towards the' w^es of the crewai Warwick had 

to find i'uur seciinen, or pay lour pounds in lieu, and 
twenty burgesses of Uxtord had to attend the King 
on each expedition, or, in de&ult» twenty pounds 
were to be paid for sab8titute& Lands were held 
in the hundred of Mahkni, iu Essex, on agreement 
to supply wood for building the King's ships, and 
Gloneester bad to famish iron for nails to be used in 
makinp: the 8Mno> Of Itfce sort were many other 
miscellaneous imposts, some of which continue, in 
modified forms, to the present day, tlie most important 
of all being the sebesncof service by which the Ginque 
Rirts were enabled to take an inftuential part in Eng- 
lish maritime history throughout the middle ages. 

The origin of these Cinque Ports is referred to a 
period long antecedent to the Norman Conquest The ' 
Eemans are supposed to have established five for- 
tresses under a Comes Littoris Saxonici — Heizulbium, 
near the site of iieeulvers in Thanot ; Kutupi^s, now 

* Domesday Bool:, pagnm ; Macphekson, Annah of Commerce ^1805)» 
voL L, pp, 293—2^7 ; hiooLAa, voL L, pp. 25. 
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BicliboTOugli ; Dubrae, now Dover ; Portus Lemanus, dow 
the present site of Hythe ; and Anderida, not far from 
modem Hastings ; and out of the priYileges ei\joyed hj 
these fovtrssses, it has been conjeetiuced, arose the 
charter wliich Edward the Confessor is reported to have 
granted to fiv^e associated port8,-i— liomne.y, in lieu of 
Begalhinm; Sandwich^ for Kutp^ia; Dover ^ £[ytb% 
for Portns Lemanns ; and Hastings, ifor Anderida* This 
chill ter, however, if ever conferred, has been lost ; and 
ail we know is that William .th^ Qonqueiiror found ar- 
rangements existing lopr the naval • sevndcet jnsti re£me4 
to, and that soon after ihe Norman Conquest there 
was organized or reororanized an association of the five 
towns of Dover, ikndwich, iiomney, llythe^ and Hast- 
ingSy helpinf^ one 'another odoubtlesa ,m eommetwiai 
enterprises and in proleoting the utlerest^ of commeroe, 
and aiding the Xing with a small iia\ al force, to be 
prepared and maintained entirely at their own exp^nae* 
and used as he chose during fifteen days of each yeax; 
exclnsiTe of the time required for equipment, for tmns- 
mission to the place appointed, and for returniiii^ liome 
after their discharge. For any longer period that was 
found neoessaryy the ships and their crews were to be aft 
the Eing^s bidding, bat he was to maintain them at hn 
own cost. In this way the State had at command a 
fleet of fifty-seven shipsi^ with aggregate crews of eleven 
hundred and ninety-seTen persons, a hundred and 
fourteen being olficcrs paid at the rate of 6d. per day, 
and the rest being entitled to a daily pay of 3d, The 
entire annual cost to the Cinque Ports was estimated at 
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5a:, which ranst be multiplied by nine or ten fot 
the difference in value of currency between the twelfth 
tod thendneteentli centarie& At a later date the number 
ei ships was Bl^tly angmented^ and tA a still later 
date, when much larger and costlier vessels began to 
be 08^, only two, three, or four were exacted ; but the 
entire '^pense of ' tiie serviod in meu'se&d money was 
sl^^ildily kept on tt^parwMi tihat of the original institn^ 
tion. The Cinque Ports, however, in course of time, 
came to include a great many more than &ve separate 
tiohn^' Partly beeauAe Hie -original- fiTB >mie hardly 
atd^^te^'bear the b«rtb6n put tip<m them; and partly 
because others were eager to share the privileges 
accorded for the service, several other towns w.ere 
jgMtdhiaify iiMX^rporated v^ eaoh of the principal ones. 
Wlnohelsea^ B^e, Pe^ensey,- and ethers, for imtanee, 
W^re' added to Hastings ; Folkestone, Faversbam, and 
Margate to Dover I' lUcnlTer, &kize^ Storey, and Deal, 
t»-6aiidwich.*' 

'III this ^y the Plantligeiiet sovereigns were provided 
with a compact and well-manned fleet, strong enough by 
itself for their minor naval wars, and able at any time to 
be llie nudens of a kager 'gathering' of fighting ships 
feiloiigbt together, in time of need, by speeial itnposts from 
all the leading ports and inland towns of England, when 
merchant ships were hastily adapted for warlike use. A 
fm other Tessels, known as ihe Singes galleys, appear 

^ jKAMMtCharten of ike Cinque Ports and their Membergj Houowat. 
Hidory and AntiqjttitUt of the Aneient Toten emd Fori of Bfe, wiOi Jnei* 
ieM NoUeet of ike C^im PorU (IM), pp. 66—68. 
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to have been maintained exclusively at the cost and for 

the aervico of the Crown ; and they, of course, were 
constructed specially for fighting purposes. But there 
seems to have been no very great difference Between 
ships of war and ships of trade. The stoutest of 
the K!rio:'s rralleys had but a single mast and a single 
sail, and the smallest of the merchantmen, generally 
employed in transportitig troops and stores, were large 
enough to eerry eight or ten horses amidships, and to 
hold eighty or more tuns of wine. Ships of all sorts, 
whether built for the sovereign or prepared for private 
use, were held ib be, in theory and fact, the property 
of the Crown. The Kinf? could send any wherever he 
chose, and, in the most summary manner, could forbid 
their going to any objectionable place, dr even going out 
of port at all '' Enow for certain,'* we read in a man- 
date of King John's, addressed, in 1208, to the mariners 
of Wales, prohibiting their departure from their homes 
until they were otherwise instructed, '* that if ye act 
oontrar)' to this, we will cause you and the masters of 
your vessels to be hanged, and all your o;onrls to be 
seized for our use." Hundreds of similar oiders were 
issued during the middle ages, the object being that 
the king's agents might choose for impressment, both 
the fittest vessels for transport or fighting purposes, and 
the ablest seamen to be employed in the royal galleys. 

Thereby, of course, commerce suffered considerably ; 
but it was chiefly by the pinrsuit of commerce that Eng- 
lish shipping prospered under the Plantagenets. In 
each generation there was increase of the number ot 
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tough little vessels^ oonstnicted for trading round the 
coast or across the narrow seas, to Ireland on the one 

side and to France and Gorniauy on tiie other'; tboufrli 
able now and tlien, and under adventurous captains, to 

* * 

go as far northward as Denmark and even Iceland, or 
in a southern direction towards Spain and Italy. And 

if, in time of "war, the merchants' ships ^vere liable to 
seizure for pnblic use, trade was lielped in peaceful 
seasons by the employment of the King's galleys and 
the Cinque Ports' vessels either in actual transport of 
goods or ill the proteetiuu of smaller cralt from the 
native and foreign pirates who infested the seas. In 
peace time and in war time the English sailor of the 
middle ages had bold and hardy work to do, adding as 
much in those davs as his successors have dene in later 
times to the bold and liardy clmracter of the whole 
nation of Englishmen. We may infer the rough way 
of life and sturdy bearing of the whole class fifom 
Chaucer s description of the typical seaman, who went 
cm pilgrimage, to Canterbury in company with priests, 
monks, friars> nuns, knights, yeomen, clerks, and 
merchants: — . 

•* A aohipman was iher, wonynfc fer by wcste; 
For otif^ht I wot it ho was of I )prloni(mUl©. 
Ho ro<xl njM)ii ii rouucy, as he ooulho. 
All iu a gouiio of foMyng to the kuo. 
A dogger l:ai)gyng on a laas hadde he 
Abouto bia ndcke under his arm adoun. 
The hoote somer had uaad his hew a] bronn. 
And certeioJy he was a good felawo. 
Ful uiatiy n (Irnti'^ljt of wyn ho luuUIe drawo 
From Iiurdeux-war.l. whil that the (Uapmtu sleep. 
Ot uyce coui)Cieuc« took iie no keep. 



Digitize<i by Google 



14 The AnUeedmts cf Tudor SeamanMp, ccnAr. i. 



If that he foughte, and hadde the heigbcr band. 

By water lie sente liem hoom to every hmd. 

But of his cmft, to rikno wcl the tydea, ' • 

His stremed and hia dojigord him hi^idea, , : • 

Uia hcrbergh and his luonc, his lodc-meuage, 

Ther yrw uaa socK iiom HuUe to Outage. 

Haady lie'was, Attd wys to uadertakB ; 

With many a tempest IiaddQ liis herd ben sohake. 

He knew wel nlle tlie havcnes, as thei were^ 

From Gotland t() the Cupe of Pyneatero, » 

And every ciyk in BretA«^c and in Spayuo; 

His barge yclepud wa« tho Magdelajfne." 

England had thousaDds of siicli "jrood fellows" iu 
tho generations before and after the time. o£ Ghauoeo?, 
able and leady to do anjthing and go an3rw]i6r^ irorik* 
ing best and most to the prosperity of their oonntry 
wlien followini^ peaceful avocations, but adding* most to 
its fame among the nations of .E4uro23e when summoned 
b^ their sorereigns to carry ont -their warlike J)n9eet8* 

Sailora had not nmeh to dk> in the vray of fighting, 
Jiowever, for more than a century after the Norman 
Conquest Ships were used by tho Anglo-Norman kings 
almost exdufliT-ely in tranflporting lihem and their reti* 
nues, large and small, to and firom their c(mtinental 
possessions. Some vessels, called " piratse," were char- 
tered by William liufus, in the early part of his reign, 
for opposu^ hk elder brothw, Duke liobert^ and we are 
told that the English captured many of the Norman 
vessels, and slew most of their crows. In 1091 William 
also raised a fleet, with the intention of punishiog 
Malcolm, £ing of Sootlandy for his invasion of England ; 
but the greater part of the ships were wrecked in 
passage, and the expedition was thus brought to an 
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end ; and, "with tbe exception of preparationB made by 

Henry I., soon after his accession in 1101, against Duke 
Robert, which came to nothing, there was not much 
other thought of sea-fighting for many years, Henry II. 
did a little for the extension of the English nayy. 
Threatened, in 1167, with an invasion by the Counts of 
Boulogne and Flanders, supported by a fleet of six hun- 
dred vessels, he caused a sufficient force to be collected 
for defence of the coast, and took other measures for 
maintaining the honour of England: and in 1171 he 
went to complete the conquest .of Ireland with, four 
himdred lairge ships. Theaet and some moai occnpa- 
tiene make up the mm of <mr xiaTal histoy till near the 
close of the twelfth century. 

A period of more importai^ wock was inaugurated by 
Bidiexd I. Of this* his iniasading eeal was - the imme- 
diate cause. In April, 1 ISO, in obedience to* his orders, 
a fleet of more than a hundred vessek quitted Dart- 
mouth fbr the Holy Land, a longer and more perilous 
Toyage f^um' appeats eveir before to have- been under- 
taken by Englishmen ; and the story of its progress 
gives interesting evidence of the character and capabi- 
lities of English shipping in those days. JE'our months, 
ineluding the time necessary to repair the damage 
caused by a violent storm in the Bay of Biscay, were 
spent in sailing to Marseilles, and another month was 
required for the yoyage to Messinay where King Philip 
of France awaited the coming of his brother crusader, 
Richard of England. "As soon as tlie people heard of 
his arrival," says an eye-witness, "they rushed in 
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crowds to the shore. In the distance they beheld the 
sea covered mth countless galleys, and the noise of 

trumpets from afar, with the sharper and shriller clarion 
blasts, resounded in their ears. Then they saw the gal- 
leys rowing in order nearer to the Jand, adorned and 
furnished with all manner of arms, numberless pennons 
and ensigns floating in the wind, and the beaks of the 
vessels ornamented with various devices, while glitter- 
ing shields were ranged along the prows. The sea 
boiled, as it were, with the multitude of the rowers, and 
the roar of their triimpetrf was deafening. Great indeed 
was the joy of the spectators when their own magnifi- 
cent King, attended by a crowd of mariners, appeared 
on a prow more beautiful and higher than the others, 
and, landing, showed himself, elegantly adorned, to the 
multitude on the shore." * At Messina, Bicbard, in com- 
pany with Philip, halted for the winter^ the time being 
.considered unseasonable for further voyaging, and also 
being needed for retrieving the losses incident to the 
five months' tedious passage from Dartmouth. In the 
interval, moreover, a smaller fleet arrived from England, 
and other vessels were chartered in the ]\Iediterranean, 
so that the whole force which put to sea in April, 1191, 
numbered about two hundred sail. At the end of two 
months, after many delays, the fleet reached Acre, there 
to wait for a year, while its cruws lollowed Bichard in 
his famous crusading enterprises on land.! 

* Geoffrky i)e VixBAfp, lib. ii. 

t Richnrtl was a year too late to join in tlie most important naval 
work uf this crutiudc; but aji one uf its eugagemcutE), occurring in the 
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The only important crosading enterprise by sea oc- 
curred jast before the arrival at Acre; and then 



spring at 1190, affords the best iUustralion of tiie seapflgbts of ilie 
period, Geoffrey de YiDsaufs graphic account of it !s here repeated: — 

** The people of Acre ill brooked their loss of liberty upon the sea, and 
resolved to try wliot tlioy oonld do in a navul bottle. Therefore they 
brought out their p\lley3, two by two, and in orderly array rowed into 
the open j3ea. Then our men, preparing to receive them, hastened to 
the encounter. When they had advanced on both eidea, our sliips were 
ananged in a cnrred line, so that if the enemy attempted to Ineaik 
through, they might be endosed and defiaated. The ends of the line 
being drawn out in a sort of crescent, the stronger were placed in fronts 
so that a sharper onset might be made by ns, and the enemy be promptly 
checked. In the upper tiers, the shields interlaced woro ph^ced circu- 
larly ; and the rowers sat close toti-ether, that those placed above might 
have freer scope. The sea, as if fated to receive the battle, became 
calm ; and tiins neither the blow of the wainor mur ttte stroke of the 
rower was impeded by the waves. Advancing nearer to each other, the 
tmmpets sounded on both sides, and mingled their dread clangour. 
First they contended with misaoles; bat oar men, seeking the aid of 
God, very earnestly plied their oars, nnd conn pierced the enemy's ships 
with the beaks of their own. Then tlie liattlc became general. The 
oars were entangled. The men fought hund to hand. They grappled 
the ships with alternate casts, and burnt the docks with the burning oil 
oommonly called- Greek fire* This fire, with a deadly stench and livid 
flames, consumes flint and iron, and, bcdng nnqnencbable by water, can 
only be extinguished by sand or vinegar. "What is more direful than a 
naval conflict? Where else does so various a fate involve the com- 
batants? Either they are burnt or writlie in the flames, or they are 
wrecked and swallowed by the waves, or thvy are wounded and perish 
by arms 1 One galley there was that, tlirough the rashness of its men, 
tamed its side dose to the enemy ; and firas, ignited by the fire thrown 
on board, admitted the Turks, who rnshed in on all parts. The rowers^ 
seized with terror, leapt into the sea. None but a few soldierf^ who, 
from the weight of their arms and their ignorance of swimming, were 
forced to remain, attempted to fv^ht. By the Lord's help, however, 
the few overcame the many, and tlie Imlf-bumt ship was retaken 
from the beaten foe. But another was boarded by the enemy, who had 
gained the upper deck, having driven off its defenders, and those could 
do noUiing bat tiy to escape by the aid of the rowers. A wondeiftil, 
truly, and a piteous stmgg^l The can being plied part^ by the 

YOL. I. C 
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m 

Bic!»ml*ii laige 4^ had ^ inglorious cNMMiM^Gni of 
conquering a single Saracen TesseL This vessel, how- 
ever, if the contempeMury aeoounts are tnie^ was of an*- 
paralleled dbe and strength : ^amaireUous diip, thaa 
wliidi, ei^cept Noah's ship, none greater wan erer read 
of." She had three tall masts, and contained a va^t 
Bumber of soldieAi and 8aikM»^*^teeii hundred, aeooixU 
ing to one Instorifln; thiee thoosaiidy aooorduig to an^ 
other — going to the relief of Acre, with a large supply 
of wealth and ammiudtion ; among the rest, a hundred 
eamei-loads ci msut^ dings, dart6» and arrows, a great- 
quantity of Greek five in betHes, and two hundred ma* 

chines, known as serpents, for discharginp: flame and 
fire. King Kiciiard, as soon as he came near enough to 
this searmonster to discover her character, gave> orders 
iot hei* capture. Bal that waa not easy;- Hie Engli^ 

galleys sailed round and round tlie enemy, l)ut could 
find no suitable point of attack, every part being most 
stoutly built^ and oarefuUy defended by.Herce soldien^ 
whose darts, hurled fW>in the high bidwarks, came with 

terrible effect upon the assailants down below. In vain 



Turks and partly by the Chiistiaiia, tlie galley waa urged hitiier and 
fliifher. Tel bece, alMv our mm pgifoUed; and ihe enenly, ikuwoc 

above, were thrust off by the ClirLstians, and made to yield. In this 
sca-flght the adverse side l(>.-,t both a galley and a gallias.s, with their 
crew8 : while our men, unhurt and rejoicing, obtained a gloriouH succefls. 
Drawing the enemy's galley to ahore, they left it to Ix; destroyed by any 
who paHscd. Then our women seized and dragged the Turks by their 
liair, and beheaded them, treating them with every indignity, and 
aavagely stabbing them; and ih&wealur their hands, bo mnoh tlie more 
protraet«d wfure the pab» of death to the vanquished, for they ent off 
their headib not vrith awards* bat with knives." 
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OBTtMB «ky(fiil swimmeici amd divers made their mj to 
the mdder and iCables^ and, by tviug topes to them, 
sought to make the great sliip uuiiiaJiageablo, In vain 
oeiitaia biay« wamow acal^d the. 9ide9» wad attempt 
tD^gst posienioQ af th0 daoks . by bAiidrt0-li^»d.QOjBibbfl;tw 
But at last Kinp: Richard rhit upon the ; expedient of 
putting some seoiys of . Jius gJidte^s i}i ordorly array,, and 
causing, them over and oTer agAtn tfHuioividead ag^LA9t 
thB,yeasel> with their iron beakai. pointed At b^r.wo^en 
sides. Ill that way a huilicicnt uumber of leaks were 
sprung to sink the clum^ ^^m>^ . thi^. lungii^h had 
juab. tunoito. seeiive the trQiMnire9i aod oaptture agtini^y 
Tanks as Ijhey needed to employ iipi> massing and ivrorking 
the strajjge iublruments, or were likely to tiiru to profit 
by xeiai&iug aa prisujaers to be ransomed, be&uie. they 
rmi$A anvayifi^nt-the^tiinniQil t2f. .w«Aers thaliswas caused 
by her sinking.* , 

Neither in sea-going nor in sea-fighting tloeBlvicluu dL's 
famous fleet- appear in a very ^lyourablu light* iiiit the 
Bligliah' navy wias then still- in itsc itimcf, and £re- 
qaent 'work brought great iniaease' of skill in the en- 
suing centuries. King John, praiseworthy lor little else 
in .fcingiiah history^ did good service by turning to ae- 
Qemnt the entezprise ooeasgioned 'by his brotiier's cru- 
sading zeal, itself necessarily short-lived, in establishing 
an elKcient maritime force for iSghtiug battles nearer 
home. He placed on an improved footing the old ar- 

* GflOFFBBT SB YnflAUF, Ilk iL, cap. 41 ; Richadd of Dsvizbb, 

sect 49 j HoGER OF WxKDOVBB (ed. 1819)^ vol. u« p. 93; Pjeieb of 
Langtoft's Chronide, 
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laQgements for naval service Cinque PortSii 

He established a dockyard at Po|rtsmpnth, and «et tb^ 

fasliion of using it for the construction of fltout ships, 
exclusively the property of th^ Crown. He paid especial 
attention to th^ eoonomjcal .wi ,6atis£a.ctojry fittingivot 
of all ships intended for warlike purposes, saw thiii 
they were elliciently manned, and put wise aud brava 
officers in charo^e of them. , 

The greatesjb of these offioers Hnbert da Baig)^ 
whom King John made Justiciary of England in 1216^ 
He was also for many years Constable of Dover Castle. 
His best M ork was done under the ungracious rule 
Henry in/s goVemors. . Heajrin^ i^ AWQ91b»;1^17» jtliat: 
a French fleet of eighty great ships, with a large numbei^ 
of galleys and smaller vessels, was on its way for the 
invasion of England, he promptly, suu^moned a couudi 
to consider how the attack jinras tp lesi/sted, If thf se 
people land," he is reported to have said, England is 
lost. I^et us therefore boldly meet them, and God will 
be with us." The other members pf the. cpunoil were 
not so zealous. We are not 6ea-fiQldie]n» or piia^ 
fishermen,*' they exclaimed ; " go thou and die T* To do 
that for his country, if need werq, J)e Burgh was re- 
solved. Without an hour'a delfty he oideired out si;i3tQ^ 
Cinque Ports' galleys, large and well m9Qiied« whiob 
happened to be then at Dover, with about twenty smaller 
ships, aud placed liimse|f at the head of the little arma-; 
ment. He met the invading fleet off the Hoxth Fpre^ 
land, and, having the wind in his &vour, suddenly bore 
down upon its rear, caused grapnels to be thrown into 
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the ships that were first ;i|)proac]ied, and so made it 
impossible for them to escape. The French, discoa- 
ecdrtdd by this bold manosavre, were soon oveicome by 
ike vigorous fighting of their' opponents. The English 
SftSlors, havinp^ no arms to use, threw unslaked lime into 
the air, that it might be blown by the wind into the 
eneihy's eyes; and thos might blmd them. Others defUy 
cnt the rigging and hanlyardd^ and so 'caused the sails 
to fall down " like a net upon ensnared small birds." 
The cross-bowmen and archers plied their weapons with 
ddodiy effect '; and' before long more than half of the 
Vrehch diips were ^kptured. f^Aeen managed to 
escape, and about as many were sunk during the con- 
tM. By his promptitude and taqt and yalour, Hubert 
<le' Buigh seented It victorjr unparalleled in iihe previous 
naval history of England.* 

It had many parallels, however, in, the ensuing 
gtoeratibonSL The long and wasteful wars with France 
liitd Scb^land, that lasted, with few intermissions, from 
Edward I.'s time down to Henry Y.'s, afforded many 
op]>ortunitie8 for naval prowess, and resulted in the 
establishment, among all the European nations, of 
l&at reputation fbt good and brave seamanship which 
has been uiaiutained by England down to the prLseut 
day. The chief details of these engagements, and the 
gesttdral purport of the whole, are familiar matters of 
hjatoty, and therefore need not here be dwelt upon. 
So thoroughly were patriotic Englishmen, as early as 

* Matthew Paub, EitMa Major (ed. 1644), p. 206; Boobb or 
WlHDOVSB, voL Ith p. 28. 
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tlie fifteenth century, impressed with the necessity of 
good seamanship to tho well-being of the nation, that 
the prospect of naral degradiktioii was regarded by 
them as the greatest of all impending evils. **Ollr 
enemies laiigli at us," exclaimed one historian in 1441, 
when the disasters of the Ward of the Eosee 'W&te 
beginning to be Mty ^aad say, -'T^ke tbe ship oS inm 
your precious money, and stamp a sheep upon it, shovr- 
ing thereby your own cowardice,! We, who used ,to be 
the conqnerors of all nations, are now being <ioiiqiieied 
by all nations I The men of old used to call the seia 
*the wall of I'jiii^land :* and what think vou that our 
enemies, now that they are upon the wall, will do to 
the inhabitants who aie not ready to meet them ? Just 
becanse this matter has been so long neglected is it that 
our ships are already so scanty, our sailors few, and 
those few unskilled in seamanship irom want of exercise. 
May the Lord take away this reproach and rouse a 
spirit of bravery in our nation T* 

In due time the spirit of bravery was revived, to be 
displayed, however, hardly any more in renewal of the 
ambitions projects for continental conquest in which the 
patriots of those times thought they saw the chief and 
best way of national aggrandisement, but generally in 
more peaceful and honourable ways. The warlike re~ 
quirements of England continued to be, as they had 
been from the first, the leading motive to its naval ad- 
vancement; but we shall see that, among the seamen of 
the Tudor period, fighting for fighting's sake was at any 

* CiSOBATE, De lUuiiribus Henriek* 
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irate only a secondary inducementy a^d that if $ghting 
oaiiiie it was lyaudy m con^eqqeiico of itl^ .grpwth of 
mantime enterprise wlMdi iasiied in the eotablish- 
ment of our vast colonial empire and tlic independent 
empires that hskve sprung a4d are springing therefrom 
all conirifautixifg in a very n^tabde w/^y to.thQ growth 
in wealth and - infltience .and di^raptcor . Ei^g^d 



" * Arery'ftSi flbd Mffloient fleeodnfriof tfM xtattH^ iNngtow 
luf- England, to which I am ifidflb^ for help in writing the foregoing 

pacf?, is to be found in the Jlisfory the Jloyal Nary. })y Str NicnoLAS 
IIacui.s Nicolas 1S47), of whicli tlie only two voluuics published treat 
.Qi the period <£K)ni J aUu0 Ofi^wc's Mpding to the 4^th IIqc^ V. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Tn ToTjAift or ibi CUaom* ' 
[1485—1617.] 

ThA traditions of English effort at mantime discovery 

before the time of Heury VII. are few and unim- 
portant. For the fable about Saint Brendan, the holy 
Irish abbot, who in the sixth century is reported to have 
sailed out, with* twelve cBosen monks, into the unknown 
western sea, and, after lon^ and tedious voy;iL::iiig, to 
haye reached % land of wondrous beauty and luxuriance* 
where the sim never set and wintev never came;* and 
for the fable about Madoc, the Welsh chieftain^ who in' 
the twelfth century is said to have crossed the Atlantic 
and founded a Celtic colony somewhere south of the 

* "So cler and s^:> light bit waa, tliut joye ther was yuough ; 

Tieon [trccdj ther wer ftil of fiut, irel ihiUBB on evereoh boagh ; 
Thilcke hit ym biset of tieon, and the tram thicke here; 
Th* applen were ripe ynougb, right as it harvest were. 
Foilrti dayes aboute ibis lond bi bim wende [tbey tTavelled] ; 
Hi ne miirhte fynd in non balf of this lond non ende. 
Hit was evere mure dai ; hi iie fondc nevere nygbt ; 
Hi ne wendo fyndc in no stode so moch cler light. 
The eir was evere in o [one] atat, nother hot ne cold. 
Bote the joyo that hi fonde ne mat nevere beo i told." 

Ba&iA Brmdan, a Medimval Legend of Sea, ed. by Wuobt 
(1844), for the Percy Soeiety. 
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IBssonri, there may have been some fomidations in 

fact ; and perhaps there is truth in the report that, 
near the middle of the fourteenth century, Madeira was 
diacorexed by a native of Glouoestershiie named 
Macham.* But no anthentio and persiBtent attempt at 
Atlantic voyaging and research was made until the 
marvellous accounts of Cathayan wealth and splendour, 
brought home by overland trayeUers in the east> stirred 
np the cnpidity and the adventaronfi disposition first of 
Spaniards and Portuguese and then of Englishmen. 

Oatha]{^ or Khitai,, is now known to have been a 
distript to the nQrth-east of Chinas peopled by an enter- 
prising people who, alternately at feud and in aUianoe 
with the Ti^rtars and the Chinese, were in due time the 
<^ef , ffl§|^p\^nts ,of tljie Tartar conquest of the whole 
YSipt .cf^p^lj^, ^ Spmp ; 9f . Ijiem were Christians^ and 

'^'-'XUdui'iAii'tlme'C^d^^ idond of Madeiia was diworered by 
atiffliglbhaiiBy dited iMiiiphtBii,/wliiv auliag oat of Engjland into Bpaio, 
witti ». iwomoB of his, was drivon out of his direct course by ft tempest, 

ana arrived in that island, and cast his ancLor iu the haven wliioh is 
now called Muchiu, ofter tho name of Maoham. And h<^usci his lover 
was then sea-sick, ha there went on land with some of liis company, 
and iu tlie mean time his ship weighed aud put to sea, leaving him 
fheie. liniereii|K)9,^]$nw, fi)rttioiighf^,dle^ tfa^^iwn* vho greatly 
loved be^ 1»tMlt,|ii,i;ii«, juj^nd itjcltapel.or hciviiifaige to.bmy her in, call- 
ing it by the name o^ JfBQiii.CSbfi|)el,.^d wrote or graved upon the stone 
of her tomb his name and hers, and the occasion whereupon they 
arrived there. After tliis l;c made himself a boat, all of a tree, the trees 
being there of a great compa.ss about, and went to seii in it with those 
men of his company that were left with liim, and fell in witli the coast 
of Africa without sail or oar : aud the Moors amoug whom he came took 
it for a miiade, and piesented bim unto tbe Mng of fbat ooimtiy, and 
that king a]ao admiring the aoeident» aenit him and hia eompany unto 
the king of Cristille."— Oalvaxo, Dimoveriet of the W</rh1, ed. fiir the 
Haklayt Society, by Vioe-Admiial BBoaaa (1862), pp. 58^ 59. 
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among them- w«re a few- Freiiciscalii friars and migi- 
sionarios, whose letters and persouai reports to their 
friends at facnae, bi^ginmiig *«boat tjbie niiddld o£ kJb^ 
tbirtdeiith" century, gave giieait inoitteieQt to the rouh 

riosity of oilier friars and travellers. "One tUiv," siivs 

IT ' » 

one them, liubruqnis> a Fleming, writing in 1255, 
there sat with me li oeitaia pnert from Gathay> dptbdi 
in u Mmsim' ^ff 'of ^^a splendid oolcmr, so I asked'him 
whence that colour was got. In reply he told me that 
in the eastern parts of Cathay there aise lofty .rocks 
inhafoiteA l^'^eertaln ofeatilies 'whidi'haTe ike toqaa 
form* in eTetjp' rai^eet, except* tiMt tiiey-^iaiiieii tieotti 
their knees, but get along by some kind of a jumping 
motkttL They are only a cubit high, and are hairy all 
ofety and drnil sn^inaoeesdible heiee •m the-rdok. MtA 
the 'faimtflfeneB' 'btmg. 'be^i^* with theiki, ^vMnSL they know 
how to brew very atrong, and make holes in the rocJliB 
like cups, whidi they .fill wkhbeevr . Then the hnntsmeti 
hide thenuelves/ 'amd ilhe eveatiii0l< oonta oot- of their 
holes anditftste tiie-dinnk tfaait hits been set for tliem, and 
call out *Chin chin and from thia cry they get their 
name; iot they are* eftUed Ohinehinbt JB^entlyi tliejjr 
gath^in giieat nilmbeis anddrinktop theibeer, and-^t 
tipsy and fall asleep. So the huntsmen come and catch 
them sleeping, and bind them hand and>£Qot>.and open a 
▼ein in the neck of the ereatniesy and^ a^iy tdJdng 
three or fomr dro]^ of blood, let them go. And it is 
that blood, he assured me, that gives tins most precious 
dye." That story, well litted to arouse the interest of 
wonder-loTing EaTopeans» the good fiiar evidently be^ 
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liered. Other tales, about which ho himself was scep- 
tical, i'ouud reftdy ' credence as they pas^d fiom mouth 
td ear amoiig.the people of tbe woetJ Tlney alio uaed 
tiOr tell BS A jbcty'tboogh i doEn't beUeye* a ivord of- it»" he 
«Ays, " tliat there is a ciei-tain province on tlio otlier side 
of Cathay, and, whatever a man's age be when enters 
IhHI* ]|m>yinoe> he never gets aay oldes/'* • . 

Whe ifiar's^etter was 'written while Maxee Polo was 
k young man, and it probubly enconragod him to enter 
on his famous course of easteru travel. 3Iarco Polo's 
ttegatto aldout Gathay^ the ded^fat of nie4i»irad readers 
mA\ listeners, ate Ttc{lera)bly< well • Icnowii. - Quite as 
alluring were the statements of Friur Odoric, a Fran- 
dscKin from Foduli^ >who Tisited Cathay and its neigh* 
4M^hrho6d near the>'year. 1^6; "Bia Mbb especiatty 
eleqiieDt -f^Krat-'Pekio^ its walls and: ^es,) itv artificial 
dakes and gorgeous palaces. The khan's own palace,** 
hauwrot^ ^* ds e^ ivast euisei and splendoiur. . There aie 
ffoilr-and^tweDlry ookmms of geid,i>and'«li the walls aie 
hung with sldns of red leather, said to be the finest in 
the world. In the midst of the palace is a certain great 
jatf/ more thah two tnoes in- height^- entizely formed of a 
<oedain pre^ioits '8toBe/-4o (fine-^hAtl was Md its priee 
exceeded the value of four great towns. It is all hooped 
round with gold^iand this jar hath also fringes of net- 
work of great pearls I haaiging therefrom. Into this 

* Cathay and Uie Way ThifJtct ; hchnj a CoUection of Medieval 
Noiioes 0/ Chirm, tian.slatcd and edited by Colonel Henry Yule, CB., 
fbr tlie,Hakluyt Society (18G6 , vol. L Every sfcndent of geograpbioal 
history must be gmtefiil to Colonel Yule for this entertaioiDg md yvrj 
leaned work. 
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vessel drink is ooaveyed hf certain conduits horn the* 
court of the palaoe, and it axe niftny ' golSen^ 

goblets from which all drink who list.'* Among mucif 
else, Odoric told how, in the khan's menagerie, were 
sk hocses mth six* legs apieod^ four double-headed 
ostiiohes, giants twenty feetKigb, and iwArSd n6ff iifb 
spans long, not to mention the wild men who were in 
the lord's garden^ and women all hairy with long grey 
hair, though of human Ibha.''* ' . : 1 • > ^ 

The &bled marrelB of Cathay were d6oii th^ i»S^ 6f 
Europe, and many travellers were induced, as mission- 
aries, or merchants, or pleasure-seekers, or ail three com- 
bined, to follow- in the stepd Marco' Polo and Odoxie. ' 
But titese tra^eHers wevt* by land, until hesirthe end* 
of the fifteenth century, when Spain sent out its Chris-*^ 
topher Columbui^ and England its Jolm Gabot. 

Gabot, like Columbus; was an Italian by birdil ' He 
was a gold-spurred knight of Venice, who es&blished 
himself, apparently while yet a young man, as a mer- 
chant in Bristol, then famous as the haunt of njiany of 
tiie most enterprising tradeis in Eagkmd,' Unth tlie 
venerable William Canynge at their head. At Bristol 
his youngest and most memorable son, Sebastian, was 
bom in 1471 or 1472.t But early in 1476, John 

* Caaay and ihe Way ThUker, vol. i 

t The younger Cabot is generally said to hm heea. a nathe of 
Venice, but this contempoiary testimony appean decisive Sebastiaa 
Cabott tould me that he wns borne in Brisjtowc, and that nt iiii yeare 
owld he was «irric<l with his fid her to Venice, and m returned agayno 
into Englinnl witli hia father ui'ter certeyne yeareis." — ^£d£N, Decadet of 
tiia New World \16db folio 255. 
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C^^t .ri^anied to Y6iuce» and then, haTing been ezpar 
td^tqd by lua long almocef be was reinstated hj the 

Senate in the rights of citizenship for a term of liltecu 
ye^urs.* It ia probable that he speat the greater part 
Mfim years in Xtaly^ ^orryiiig cn bis trading 
9^p^ioDa,^ odA ' entering . heartily into the. speonlations 
which at thj^t time were gru\viiig in the minds of bold 
learned men sis to the possibility of reaching the 
wonderful region of Cathay, by sailing out into the 
)i|f^8tera sea instead , of travelling eastward by knd. It 
is likely that he was personally acquainted with Co- 
l«uppLb}iat..wht>, through, most of - those years, was wander- 
iq|[, ^dxHit Spepin Itaiy^ aeekhig wearily for rioh 
T^pjx^B help towards Mflment of the projects which 
were winning the approval of wise men too poor to give 
him substantial ^k^tance-f Cabot, too, was a wan* 
dfiKir m t)f e inteireste ! of. science. We aie told that he 
Wen^ to Seville and lishoi^ asking assistance for his 

* Rawix)N BiioWN, Calendar of State Papers and Mnmiscripts, relat ing 
to English Ajfairsf, existlitij la tlie ArchivtH and CvlU ctiom of YetiicQ and 
o^r Libraries of Sortheru Italy, vol. I (18G4), pp. 131, 136. 

.f fit itoi^d be inlisestuig to thiuk; if the story could be zelied upou, 
tl^t notivng bat aaaoc^ait pneYeatftd Kngland &qm baying the glory of 
Obhinibn^'s, b8 well as <k Cabot*8» discoYeries. It is reported that in 1489, 
dgHpairing of the nssistance ho sought in Portugal and Spain, Columbua 
sent lii-? brother Burthulomcw to plead his aiuso before Henry VII. 
Bartholomew came to EngUmd, was liljcrally receivcfl by the King, und 
departed with an asauranco of support, if Christopher would Idmself 
viiiiit London and make arrangements for the work. But ou his way 
h^e^b^^.vas aeiBecl and lobbed by pirates, and thus ledaoed to soibh 
poijectr>' tba<k ^ BoiQo yean, he could do notkii^ but keep himBelf 
allTe .by .ehart-making. When he got back to Spain, he found that the 
discovery had already been made, under the auspices of Queen Isabella* 
and that his brotlier Iiad actually embarked on a eeoond voyage. — 
Uakluyt, Voyages (1600), \ol ill., pp. 2, 3. 
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dis^ovetiei.'*^ - Fafling dn' thid,' ItervetiiKDed to Biistol 

about the year 141)0, and there his sclieme for Athuitic 
voyaging found ready supporters. Througliout the la* 
maitider of Heiirf«.Yn.is* icngn; Brpatol 'was abnostt m > 
fanxumd a plk^ of MoH fer Sngtish. maritinie sjiien* 
turers as was rah)9, under Ferdinand and Isabella, foF . 
Spanish seamen. " For th« last .seven years,'*, wiotoi' 
tke Spainsh tuabaHEMor - iii JjondtDi i/d lm «0¥eV6iytD8i' 
in 149<8, ** the' people of BriiBdol have sent out every' 
year two, three, ur four light ships in search of the 
iskmd of Brazil and the BeTen €i^es^ acoofrdiugtto' Idie 
tocTf of tlii8>G^o68e,V4*^eiioede hmgmit^eikiuimoit ' 
for Veneti«A.t * » * • . i ; ■ . . 

About the fiist outcome of John Cabot's fancv, oocur- 
ling at> least one ^ 't«i& ydars .before GoknubasW leaiiifist 
voyage' to the IndieB,^' our only infennation is ooD»*t 
tained in a contemporary statement, that in 1480—' 
clearly a wrong date^**a ship of John Jay the younger, • 
of eif^t hundred tons^ and anotl9^r, ^began theiJr ^oj^age 
from £3ng's Bdad to the isltod of Btaml, to the vest of 
Ireland, ploughing their way through tlie sea, and tliat 
Thlyde, the most scientific mariner in all England, was 
the plot of the ships. News came to Jbnstol,'' it is added»' 
''that the said shqw sailed aibont the sea during nme 

* BEiiOKNiM/rH, Cdl' niJar of Letters, Desputrhe^, and Sht{, Vajters, 
relntiiuj to thr Suvi 'utioiD* hrtween Eiifjlaud and Sfiaiu, preserved ill the 
Archin<i< of A^iianiieaa and ehewhere, vol. i. (18G2 j, p. 177. 

t Bkugenuotu, vol. i., IJ. 177. linizil was one of the many names 
given to all or part of the va^cly-defined district genetally known a» 
Cathay, appaiently from tlio red dye— afterwards found in the real 
Brazil — which, as we have seen, was one of theOatbayan marrels. The 
ifllaod of the Seven Gities was another of these names. 
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monlliky and' -iad not find the idand ; rbnt^ driTeii by 

tempests, they returned, to a port on the coast of Ire- 
land, for the repose of theioflelves and theur.maruiars."* 
01' thehrter voyaged^ prior to 1497,- wet *haf^e jk) dftUuk: 
at all, nor is it anywhere reooided ffaat John Cabot 
personally shared in them. But it k deAr that he was 
their chief instigator-; muI iltis tilsb * dear .thaty tJ&ouglf^ 
oo land reildied» the EHptol lexploffetB^ by.m iaiean» * 
discouraged, only applied theimselves with greater zest 
each year to their nohlo uuLlfirtakiiig^.i * 

•Aehief lnotiv« to.peiseTefatic6tWab.<ipi|^.r^rt:D£ 
OohiiElMi8*8 diseoferieB, **whsk^'* aa SebaatilKni Cabot 
is said to have remarked many years later, \\a.s 
great talk in ali the Gourt of Xing Heniy ViX^ inso- 
madi. tiiat man, wUh- geaat /admiiaticni^ afibmed-jt 
toi^M a thing moi!ei .idiyilua4;han. humftn,' 'to - sail* by the 
west into the east, by a way that was never l^nowa 
beiore/'t This general .iij^terost iu t^e subjQut iju«- 
doped. Johfi. Cabot (to. plan a jnone «yatematio Tojage 
of diao0very •thuL hid yet been.iattanipted.^ On the 
5th of 3[arch, 1496, lie obtained letters patent from 
Henry VIL^ empoweiing him and his three sons, Lewis, 
Sanchez^ and Sebastian* with their heirs and deputies, 
to fladl 40 all oonnttiea and in all sea8> east, west, or 
north, under the banner of England, with live ships of 
whatever size and strength they chose, for the dis- 
ooTOiy of islands, regions, and provinces of heathens 
and infidels hitherto unknown to Christendom m any 

* Cited by Lucas, SecuLaria (1862), p. 112. 
t Haslott. voL iii., p. 7. 
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part of the globe. This was to be done at their own 

proper costs and cliarges but tliey were instructed to 
set up the English standard in all newly-found countries, 
and to subdue and possess them as lieutenants of the 
King. They were to haye ezclusiYe privileges of trade 
with the natives of these countries, and the King was to 
reoeive one-fifth of all their profits in return for the 
&yonr8 bestowed.* 

This memorable expedition, second only in import- 
ance to that imdertaken by Columbus four years and a 
half before, was not entered upon until the spring of 
1497, and then it was in a more modest way than 
Henry's charter had sanctioned. In t^yo stout ships, 
manned by three hundred of the ablest mariners that 
he oould find, John Cabot and his sons — or, at any rat^ 
his most famous son, Sebastian — sailed out of Bristol 
waters near the beginning of I^Fay. They went first to 
Iceland, whither Bristol merchants had been in the 
habit of sending ships for purposes of trade during the 
prerious half-century or mora Sailing almost due 
west from Iceland, and apparently passing, without 
touching, the coast of Greenland, they reached the 
district now known as Labrador, but called by them and 
their successors New-found-land, on the 24th of June, 
l-i97. It was at five o'clock in the morning that, from 
the prow of his ship, the Matthew^ Cabot first saw the 
main land of America, just a year before Columbus, 
passing the West Indian islands, among which his two 
earlier voyages had been spent, first set eyes upon the 

* BnuB, JPcMZera, yoL zii. (mi)» p. 596; Haklitit, toL iii, p. 4^ 
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contment The precise spot at which Cabot landed is 

not known, but it must liavo been very near to the 
Stiaits of Bellisle, as on the same day he also dis- 
covered the island of Newfoundland, to which he gave 
the name of Saint John, in honour of the saint on whose 
day the discovery was made. 

At this island, finding it apparently more inviting 
than the opposite shore, which he supposed to be part 
of another and larger island, Cabot waited for a little 
while. No counterpart to the tropical beauty and 
wealth of gold, and pearls, and precious stones, which 
rewarded Columbus and his comrades for their daring 
enterprise, was seen by Cabot and his hardy followers. 
Instead, they found a bleak and rocky country, on which 
very few trees appeared to them to grow, and of which 
white bears and antelopes seemed to be the chief inha- 
bitants. Some groups of men and women they saw, all 
clothed alike in the skins of beasts, and with Uttle other 
furniture than the bows and arrows, pikes, darts, wooden 
dubs, and slings which helped them in their frequent 
quarrels with one another. Black hawks, black par- 
tridges, and black eagles, as they reported, were all the 
birds that they could find ; and the place would have 
seemed to them altogether inhospitable but for its 
wonderful supply of cod and other fish. The abundance 
of cod, indeed, caused the island of Saint John to be nho 
often styled by Spaniards and Portuguese the island of 
Baocalaos. 

That is all we know of Cabot*s obsers-ations in th«* 
southern portion of the lands that he discovered. We 

VOL. L B 
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know still leas of his impreBsions concerning the more 
northeni coast of Ldbrodor, which he skirted as he 

sailed onwards in search of the jiussage to Catluiy. lie 
seems nowhere else to ha^e landed till, having passed 
the entrance of what is now termed Hudson's Stmits, he 
reached a spot in Da-vis's Straits in 67^ degrees of north 
latitude, which he callod Desidea, or some English name 
signifying Sought-for or Desired^ and whence, ho assured 
himself^ a little Luther voyaging would take him to the 
&rvoured territory of liie Great Khan. But his sailots 
thought otherwise. It was small comfoi-t to them that 
they were in a region where the clear dayl%ht lasted 
eighteen hoots, and the intervening six hoars were twi- 
light rather -than proper night. 'Hie ioebergs that they 
mot at sea, and the snow-covered heights, which were 
all they could discern of the solid land, filled them with 
fear, and at last their discontent became so serious, that, 
to avoid open mutiny, Cabot was forced to abandon his 
project and turn t<)wards liome. He reached Ihigland 
early iu August, having failed, as all his successors, 
duiang neairly three' centuries, were to fail, in finding a 
northern passage to Cathay or the Indies ; but having 
set an example, which all those successors followed with 
excellent effect, of the brave and hardy enterprise out of 
which the European peopling of the North American 
continent has resulted/ 

* EDDf, DModM of a« Ntw World '(iniMfeting ftom Gokaba), 
fol. 318; AasQono Q^muKCt, DUeomrIm of ^ Wor^ ed. ibr the 
Hakluyt Society, by Vice-Admiral Defhime (1868), pp. 87— S:> ; Hak- 
LVYT, vol. !!!., pp. C — 9; Rawdox IJituWN, NitfiWs of John Cabol and hit 
Son Sebastiatt ia tUe ColUcliim of the FhikbiUAin tSoddjft ¥ol. ii* (1856) I 
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He was receiVed with gmi' r^goldngsi They isall 
Juitt the Groat Adiiinlli" nM «a InfelUgMt Venotian, 
^Wdenf in- hondsm, writing Lome to Lis brotLew. 
«' Vast Lonoui- is puid Lim, and he dresses ia uik; aad 
these EntcUiih xun after him like nad people, w tiiat he 
tt» enlist as many of them as he {dema Tlio King has 
fwrnised that in the spring he shall Luvo tea ships, armed 
•aocovamp; tohislaucy; aaa.at his reqUMt he -has oob- 
ceded Lim aU the pri80»ara,«tcep(iw«ih.as tie confimd 
■*W high treaODn. to mto- th«li trfth. He has also given 
•tam nuniey whefewith to amusa himself till then."* 
The amount of tliis money, .certainly «naU enongh. Is 
Shewn in the . record of fleniy VII', prfvy ^ „. 
pansB^ whewi mder the date «f the loth of August, 
■weTeB4~«To hym that fo.iud the New Isle, 10Z."t 
■ King Henry, Lowovei, wos generoasly. -diapeeed to- 
wards Cabot, and willing, for a timi «t any.rate. f» do 
■ nmoh m farthering hie enterprise. His promise of ten 

ten or twenty — was not 
fully kept ; but on the Srd of febroaiy following he 
gnmted him a/ tolerably lihena patent Thii patent, 
JMMd m the Baab ofi John Cabot aione, without men- 
lUnii of hig.flOBs and tLeir heirs, ccmveyed to him, as we 

'* '''' '"^ — - Ill 

^jrjJOX ^EOWjj, Calemlar. vol. i.. p. 2G0 ; Beegenroth. vol. i.. p. 177 ; 
Wrth some other auUiodtitvs oiied by Bii>i,i.e, Memoir of iScbadian CaJx>t 
ihv\ • fcamed book, Mr. liiUdlc Ima done much towards 

C3tabli«hmg a proper oompiBheiuiion of Cabot history ; but documents 
to whicli Jie had no msoeas nialce it quito clear timt John Cabot, and not 
his lu ro ScbaetuHi, the Jeal &tW of North Anietkaii dieooveiy and 
colonization. 

• Collections of (h^ Ph'hMlo7i So<lUty» 
T Nicolas, Lxctr^ia MiatoriccL 
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resad, ''sufficient authority and power tl^at he, bj hiiQ» 

his deputy and deputies, may take at his pleasure six 
English ships in any port or ports or other place within 
this, OUT realm of Ex^land 91 Qbeisance^ provided ,ihe 
said, shjip ibe of the burthen of two hundred tons or 
under, with their apparel requisite and necessary feat 
the safe conduct of the said ships, and them convey 
and lead j», the land a^d^ isles, of late found by the .said 
John, in our name ; and by our, commandment" The 
document further sanctioned tliu enipkjyinont of "all 
such masters, mariners^ pa^es, ,and other subjects as, oji 
the^r oin^ |r€»e will, .will ^ and pass with him in the 
same ships ^ the said land or isles, without any impe- 
dimeiit, let, or perturbanee of any of our ollictrs, or 
masters, or subjects."* It is not clear whether Henry VIX 
did much more than^ lend his ships to Qabqt, ^u)d give 
him authority for manning the five vessels of which the 
expedition was ultimately composed.! It is probable 
that most of the expense fell upon Cabot and his brother 
merchants of Bristol. In the enterprise we are told 
that'^^^dfven'iheifoliants of LdndDn advehtuted fsoMl 
stocks," and that with the larger vessels went three or 
Ibuir • small «hipd fraught -with! slight and gross Wares, 

* BiuDLE, pp. 7G, 77. liiis document, found by Mr. Biildlo arnoi^ 
the Natioual Tii corJ.-:, is the most valuable of the coutcnts of his volume. 

t Tlics*! iiitiies are in tlio king's Privy Pui-so Bonk: — ^Mnrcli 22. 
To Lancelot 'Jliirkill of London, upon a pretst, fur his t<hij»i) facing 
towtu-da the J^ew I&lunds, 20/. Delivered to Lauucclot TliirkiU, goiug 
towards the Kow Ide, in prest 201 April 1. To Thos. Bradley and 
Lancelot TbirlcUI. going to the New IflJ^ 80^ To John Carter going to 
tho Newe letle, lo reward^ 2^"— Kiicx>lab, JS&Bdnpto fla^^ 116, 

in, ' • 
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as coarse cloth, ca])s, laces, points, and sucli"' other.*** 
For tliese commotlities it was thought that a ready, 
market would be found in rich Cathay. • * "i ' 

It is probable that John Cabot took no part in this 
second expedition. He is supipcMt 'to have 'died at 
Bristol oarlv in 14f 8, and to have 1)een succeeded in the 
command by his son Sebastian, then about iwenty-six 
years old. Of the issue of the vd/age We "knoW nothing 
save that the younger Cafeot ^sMUd 'as 'fir hiiftK' ftS'^te 
was able, and then, driven back, as his father had been, 
by frost and icebergs, turned southwards iand explored 
itie coast of Aiicierick ' a^ far sis ihi neiglibourhooil of 
what is now 'CbeSapfeaKe Bay, then part of Florida.f 

That it was not very suc'cessful may be interred 
ubm the statement that though, sobh' after ms re- 
ium, Sebastian' Cabot inade fresh proposals ''^ for' dis- 
covering new countries," they ''•'had no groat or favour- 
able entertainiJient of the King."{ Henry seems to 
have despaired of reaching Cathay by a nortiiern route, 

: , * Stow, Amnih (1605), p. 804. The original of this statement ia 
among the British Mumum MSS. Cotton, Vilollius, A. xvi., fol. 173. 
*' t Eden, fol. 318; (Jalvan'o, p. 8'J. One of the ships, "in which one 
Friox Biiii went," returned to Ireland itt_gre«t diiitrasa earljr in July, 
The Spanish ambassftdor, who gives this infiDnnatioa in a letter to hia 
Borereigna, Feidijiand and laabella, adda : " I.haYct aeon, on a cha^ the 
4((raetilon Which ti&ey toolc and the distance they sailed, and I think that 
yihkt tlicy founds or wl. it flioy nr ■ in search of, is what your Highnesses 
arc alreaiiy possessed ol'. 1 wiilo thin, br!oan^ie the King of Eughiinl lias 
often spoken to me on the Biibjcct, and he Ihiuhs your llighuesses will 
take great interest iu it. I told him that, in my opinion, the land was 
already in possession of your Majestiys ; but, though 1 ga^e him my 
teaaotOf be did npi lilte them.''~BBB6KNB0TH, vol. i, p. 177. 
^ X fihfv^ Ifemoirs of BHlOol (1821), vol. ii., p. 208^ting a con- 
tempomiy teooad of the city. 
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and lie Lad no inclinatiou to be brought into a quarrel 
with the Spanish soyereigns by trespassmg on the more 
southern territorfes which, by tlie unquestionable ver- 
dict of tlio Pope, were their exclusive projiorty. 

Sebastian Cabot, however, inlieriting all his father's 
zeal for maritime Research, did not abandon the wo'rk.' 
In 1490, we are fold, "with no extraordiuary prepa- 
ration, he set forth from Bristol, and made great 
discoveries."* 

As to the nature of those discoveries we are' alto- 
gether ignorant. It is very much to be regretted that' 
the memoirs and descriptions of his and his father's 
voyages which Sebastian Cabot carefully prepared, and 
which existed in London nearly a hundred years later,t 
have all been lost. Had they survived, we iniirht have 
had a record lull and interesting as that detailing the 
work of Columbus and his followeiis, of enterprises quite 
as daring, and eventually quite as inlportant ' in their 
consequcnct'S as an\ tliiiii;- in tlie brilliant and afleeting 
history of ^^j»aiiish voyaging to the West Indies and the 
neighbouring districts of South and North America. 
As it is, all our information has to be derived fiiom a few' 
bald entries in state papers and olHcial account books, 
a few chance letters and contemporary anecdotes, and 
a few meagre and often contradictory reports of stated' 
ments made by the younger Cabot and his cotnrades' 

♦ Seyeb, Memoirs of Bristol (1821), vol. ii., p. 208. 

t IIakli yt, rfivi'TK Vtnjogvs ioiwhhuj Ihe Dn^covery of Ameri'^t, first 
puMisited ill ITiSi (Hnklnyt SooU'ty , p. 2G. Much of the intonnution 
heloro cHlmI IVuin Hakluyt occurs in tliLs earlier work; but I buvo 
referred to the later publicutiuu na uue more generally accesaibk*. 
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many years after the occurrences to wliicli tUey 
refer. 

From these stray records it would appear that, though 
there was no fruitful EiUglish colonization of Labrador 

and its neighbourlioocl akin to the Spanish culuiiization 
of the West Indies and tlie adjoiniog mainland, several 
smaller expeditions, led by Sebastian Cabot and other 
adventurous merchants of Bristol, succeeded the more 
famous voyages of 141)7 and 1498; and that in these was 
attempted, not only the further exploration of the 
distadots^ but also some sort of English settlement upon 
them. On the 19th of March, 1501 , for instance, letters 
patent were granted by King Henry to three men of 
Bristol, named Kichard Warde» Thomas Ashehurst» and 
John Thomas, and to three Portuguese associated with 
them, empow^ering them, at their own expense, to dis- 
coyer, take possession oi, and trado with tuiy islands, 
Cf^unfrieSy regions, and proTinces^ in the eastern, western, 
northern, or southern seas, which were not yet known to 
Christendom ;* and a similar patent, granted on the 
9th of Decejnber, 150-, to Thomas Ashehurst, Hugh 
Eliot^ and two of the Portuguese adventurers^t shows 
tiiat their general authority to sail all over the world 
was used in lint Ik -ranee of the explorations already 
made in the region of Labrador. Under date of the 
7th of January, 1502, ace two entries in the King's 
account book, showing that a sum of 5?. was given to 
men of Jiristol that found the Isle," and another sum of 
20^. ''to the merohants of Bristol that have been in 
• BmtiL^, pp. 226, 227, 312. f Btkbb, toL ziii.» p. 87. 
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ywt' iibo,** tsayB -wil'Dld 

diroiiioler, " were brougUt unto the Kiug three men 
ti^etn in the New-foap4s^iid» These were cloth^iu 
bmt8*i«kiE«s, and ate t«V( fl^ and spake aooh speaeh 
tWfi no naan eould undeastond them^ and iai tbcor 
demeanour like to brute beasts, whom the King kept a 
Uiaa.a£ter. 01 the whieh^ Qpaa:twcKyeai».piatja0fir« •£ 

Westminster I Palace, wJiiohv at the itime I could not 
discern from JEnghshmeii, till I ^vas learned wiiat they 
wav6; btHi 49.&r speeoh, Ji beard< iM>iiie^ tbem.iitten^m 
word," t ' > ' . . »',•:.•••.. 

North American Indians were not the only curiosities 
imported by the Bristol meffaUwt* On tha.lTlh of 

j^Qrambari )502^ tb«^ JKingr^ pnyjjF pqine.iwaQ iolMXged 
mHi llf paid. to. qii^,;ihai 'bixMighib haWka \&oni HbA 

Ncw-found-island," and in August, 1505, it is recorded 
thaf wiAd.oats and jMipinjays of the New-found-islands " 
were conveyed to the Eing's palace at Eichmoad, at a 
cost of 13». 4(14 

* BniXHLB, p. 230. t'Svcnr. 

XBwDLEf p. 234. In The Four Elements, a pln'Iosophical poenip 
printed in London in 151i), nml lately bronjjht to light bjr Ml. OOLLUB, 
there is tiiis allusion to the Atlantic Ocean 

" This sea is called the Qj^Dt^k OocpO,; . , . 
So grout it is tlmt never man 
CoiiM tell it si til the world began. 

Till pow within thia twenty year , . , 

"V^eatward be found new landcMi 

• Tli«tiroj)eTer,heftidtePof.befi|f»tt^ - . ;i - 

"Bf iraitiiigQ nor oth^r mmS^ ^ 
Tet maojuovg have beea fbw^f 
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^^Thero is nothing to show that Sebastian Cabot had 
anything lio 4o with these laiar eniteirprises of Henry 

An early age, in order that he might apply himself 
exiiljasively to geographbal' Btudies' and ptUMIuits- «oii- 
ile<2ted w(Hii(iBfttdtim gttM«cnMM' 

entry, commg after a dozen years of entire silence 
opnoeming Mm, to the ieflfeH that/ Idi' May;- 1512^ h6 
loeehredi 20*; ihum fi^my vmf. V ieisdt&<ja6n ibaktag 
a chart of Gascony and Guienne.* " » 

^' That was not exactly the sort of work 0!ft' which liis 
heast was «et; ' There^tfe,' bating^ smtie 'gnkind «{fiBi^ 
teowaiteitBuent'Ali tbe ^Mray'to^ whicW'o' 1*W yeart, 

fikii^"'9lL/lhad treated him, and receiving even less 
sympathy in his daring projects from Henry VIII., he 

yf^mnimgiotw^>eAs4vfh^teiiHt,4^ IMA 

Andtfaat oonntiyiBBolaigeofioom,!. A>i .m' i •< > > 
SCuoh longer than all Ohnatendom, 
Without fable or guSiei 

For divers mariuers have it tried , ; . j i . . . f • - 
ory, ; s ., And sailed straight !»>' tlje co^t^ido j ,v , , 

... II , i . ' Above live thousand niilo , ., ■ . , 

And also what au Luuouruble tluAg . . 
Both to the realm and to tlie King 
• To have Imd -hUdomlaiotfi extending ' 
There into so fhtjt giWuM ' ' ' • • • 
Which the tldble King of lute mcmoiy;; ' 
The most prince, the Seventh Hcirrjr, 
Caiiso<l first for to be found." ' 
* Brewer, Letters and Papers, Foreign and Damcstic, of (He Reign of 
Bemy Mil., preserved in tlie Fublic Record Office, the Bntish Museum, 
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was offered him, in the summer of ir>12, by King 
Faidiaaiod of Sjxiin. Tho< 3paiu»h juc«uu;g1i, mcwe 
zanlpii^ thajQ. hiia iBiigliBht ^Uies; i|i .tha wank of ^.mencaii 
diwoyery, and loBg before jealotw of the gervices i¥hi<?h- 
Cabot had proposed to reader to them, took udvautage 
of the.iNFeaeaice. of Loud WilUmghJ^yi wlio weQt to hii^im^ 
ani1»a8Bador from Engkind m 1511, and asked him. to. 
send the great voyager to Seville, which," says tlie sai>?* 
casti<j hietoriau, " lie did as a* thiug of little monieiit."* 

• Qmbot fiiryiv^ iaSpaaA September, 1512. Hewa^. 
at ODK^ made^ A o^ptain and. a nirember of tlie ConipcQjof 

the New Indies, provided with a liberal allowance, and 
ordered to reside in SeviJio, t^ere to be in readiness for 
any work . t^t ■ saigbt be aflsigQed. to,bija».t Xn SeTiUe, . 
Fetes, Martyr JYiadeJua aoquaintaaee* ''dabot is, my 

verv^ friend," ho said, "whom I use familiarly, and 
delight to have him sometimee k^^p xuq wmpany iji my 

. During, , ttas first tern of Spaoish service^ bowere^, 

Cabot was only employed as a map-maker and stay-at> 
hi^me adyisar in maritime ajfaii^. After three years* 
waitiD^y b^ waa instructed to nmke prf^ratioiia &r a 
voyage of disqoyery ; but before the^arraiigemeats were 
completed, in January, 1516, Ferdinand died, and the 
jealourf conduct of Cardinal Ximenes, as liegent, caused 
a further delay, and led to Cabot's return to England 
towards the dose of the year. Here he repeated his 

* Oabdenas, Ensaio Cromlogico para Id Bidotia Qmerai de Fhridat 
(1723), cited by Bidule, p. 100. 

if HfiB&icuA, doc. u lib. ix., cap. xiii. ; 
i Dec iu., oap. yL, inoMod by iSjm* iol .lid. 
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sAfgMlieiirte ^ voya^^e ol'YmrthW66tem'd)8(i<>m»)r; and 

with so iTiTTc-h success that, in 1517, an exjiediti'on was 
fitted out by Henry VIII., and intrusted to him and 
Siif 'tlKylsit^'Sp^frti* mth 'the object <d going iu the 
b^-^d(d of ' the NeW-foUiidiiAtid, until 'they calrae to' 
life 'back-side and snntli seas of the Indies Ot^cidoTital, 
dod so, continuing tiieir voyage, to return tlirongh the 

S«]f«Cittf' of '(Hag^llaii'/'t "Of th^ di^ils i^'^ bold 
imdeitakin* weTnkdw idven less tlwin of itd foreiwinew. 

It ftiiled p<?rforce, and Cabot's I'riends complained that 
Thomas Spert's faiut heArt Was the cause that it 
tbdk ttotke'eflect}.''!( But no kfnA iieieid be^blkitfed M' 
ftflfm^ iti a* enteipKBife' '%Woli; «r thon«md' titn«B' Axm 
tempted, was a thonsfind times unlurtunatc so far as the 
^tiding of a north-west passage ivas cokm^jC^^, during 
li^ly 'k'dozeh geoelralKon^ '* ' • ' 
'With thel exception of t)ne bther voyage, which vriU' 
be noticed hereafter, that was the only attempt made 
hf Henry YiiL in quest of a route to Ca/lilmy Otf Any 
of 'tii6'teal''8oiirc6S of wealth that becade obJetitB '<^' 
pfirauit alt^f the Califattyatt ^hl^ 'hftd *be^n discarded. 
Cabot at once returned to Spain, and lie was in Spanish 
8eM6e for tMrty years ensi!ung.§ In 1518, he-wad 

*Ho IS evciywjiere called, by.old ami new higto^imiB^ Sir. Tbomaa 
Pert ; but tliis is oviMently an error. Spt rl v;n<, for gome time captain 
of the Great Jlnrnj, and a useful servant of Henry VIII. ■ ■ 

't A letter of li<»bc'rt Thome, the yuunger, in Hakluyt, vol, i.,p,,21^. 

X Eden, Dedication to A Treatyse of Newe India (1553). 

I ** Some thrae y«ata ago," Oabot is leported to have said in conversa- 
tion ivitli the Venetian ambassador at Sevflle, on Christmas Eve, lS2Si, 
** when I was in England, Oordlnal Wolaey ofifeied me high terms if I 
mmld Bail irith an annflMof diaoav«ty. Thd vessels weze almost seady* 
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made pilot major of - Spain,* and eight yem *w*t^ 
passed by him in misceiianeous employmeBts and iit- 
wakne idleiiesB ^ homey -from irhich, h6w«v«r, th^ >va8 
afct> emelbsat molt -m Im'dkotnmj, in 152% i»f thb 
vaxiatioii of the nee(ile.t At the end of the c i_:ht years, 
in . 1526, he was appointed to th^ command of an 
^sftdkiask, oom^tmg of three ahi^ amd a earavB^ for 
ex^oostiini u Ae sontliem oontiiieat ti Amerieii. 'H<ft 

visited the river and adjoining district of La Plata, and 
went to San Salvador, where he erected a fort; he 
ascended the Parana and entered Paraguay, spending 
more than two years in laying solid foundations for the 
Spanish conquest of Soutii America. About this under- 
taking, unhke all the others in which Cabot was en- 
gaged, m information is on iecoid4 Bat it had 
nothing to do with England or with any voyages of 
discovery in which England was concerned, and there- 
fore need not li< re be dwelt upon. 
At the time of his return to Spain, in 1531, Sebaslaan 



and they had got together 30,000 ducats for their outfit. I answered 
him that, being in the Horvice of Spain, I could go nowhere without the 
Emperor s leiive ; but that, if free permission were conceded to me from 
hence, I would serve him." He adds, ** I wrote to the Emperor hj no 
meaiifl to give me leave to serve the King of Englaad, ae he iroald 
jnjnre himaelf extremely; and that* on the eontmiy, he ahonld recal 
me forthwitli." — Rawdon BRoymf, Notices of John and Bdxutian Cahot^ 
pp. 15, 16. I can find no other allusion to this jiroject, and think it 
likely that Cabot, cither in vanity dr in iprmmnce, greatly exaggerated 
the purport of a chance conversation with Woisey. Nothing came of it, 
at any rate. 

* HiatRKBA, dec ii, lib. iiL* cap. viL 

t Bawdok Bbown, NclHoti, p. 20. 

i Bee a detailed aooount of it in Bmns, pp. 121—168. 
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GWjot was about fifty-five years old. He appears to 
liAve beeu personally employed in no latere entiirpriso 

ioi iil»i^.^4msMm^ lmii»>0n >tb0«totibL^ indli>D£>ith8 
Atia4ktiQ.v vSat r his/ fleal' iiN » tlmr wcffh ilastodtfiH) InpmidB 

(rff.tweaty years more. In 1548 lie came back to Eng- 
Imd^ to r^QWK©^ p^naiQn irpm.wPing Edwatd.VJ^iand 

m^mozusbfe mdert^k^ii^iYrWeb niilL lu6^ im dnA<tunt}|io 

•d . M«.l . ;>if-.->'r'» ^nt\f i\\< iU\< 

l»/lil»ll»tj- , /j.. /';|»»'r |».ljfuv !)1M5 :Hir I- 1 '11' -I' 

idj" 'Jt*! •!♦,':■ i: .1 |'i|..< \l\ 'it " -.V 

•Ivi'M' -J ,1/ .i -li J'MIl /- jltll**'^ -J «l^li'J';^< 

■no 'j.// I 'lii* .'•««.// is| -'•I'.dio ' ill liii .'-J''':!' .-Mj'fj-* 
Dfill tl ]\\\ r l-J ".)'.»'» ni lio'i' 'iH \\\\\ 

♦m ^'^Iji. /. .7 /M|; li;-// 1«« jji'f.I "Jlj'l .''M'/ <'!• nt V. ^ 

- n »dl J I 1= .!» It'll' i<i*» i'>i»;iLi' • {•fi"'/ -'i / ' '•'d> 

ft 

Jil* !»/'»,)" f • >/'..,! .' • I 111 . , '1., Ii I- <_ : . } ii .1' i» 

oi- ni 'II" *> ' • • • ' i: . . 1 I I ' ' - » ' ■ i 

Oil ((j ' ■ J .1 • . I . * • ; ■ ;J ..1 . , 1 • » .,• • 

5»'lii>/# • I - :>f 1.. • • /I > , ' I '1 - , r •< .f „ ' 1 1 . i« 

iit'.n !»Im mJ . ; ■ ..I lid ) .|lf . .'I 'III » t : I J' . 'U-' i" i. ' 

1 I ».a I ••^ «' M s , \ . « ,.|,» ^. • V J - ,!«•< •. • ■*. 

J« ;l i'»i» I , I M ; . ,.••!,. ..M, 'T J.-; 1 ' ' . 

,i'**J lUUi' ^. , ' / r^, *J'lr'.' .. ^Iff f » J ' . I •» 111 ' ' • < ' 

II •■ J. , »i • •! / ... 1 1 * 

■ , . ./ ^ . ' » t 
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' CHAPTEB to 

■ t t • » 

• .. - . . , • . • • i ' i 

. . ^ [1511— IW.] . , . , . , 

Fob ^u>t}ling are Heniy and hid gi'eat edunseUt^rfi, 
mth Cardinal Wolscy at their ll^; ntore'tiigbly tb be 

' praised than for the zeal and wisdom with whieh the^y 
sought to augment the naval strength of England, and, 
by meaha of that tiayal strength^ to imjardve l&e ]^08it»dli 
and influence of their ootiiitry an^^ the 'oitlhet states 
of Europe. The extreme importance of an efficient navy, 
as we have seen, Lad l>een discovered by some of the 
Flantagenets, -especially by Edward lU. and Hetii|f T. 
Henry VIIj, alM^ had detie nmeh •tchwai'dft laying tiie 
foundations of English maritime power. In the first 
year of his reign the attontion of Pari lament had been 
called to the great ikiinishment tod decay of the navy 
and- the idlenesi^ of Ae m«rfnei«,'* iirhereby it waasfettrefd 
that tliu wliole nation would be ruuied ; and, in accord- 
ance with the rude political economy of Tudor times, a 
law had been straightway passed prohibiting the impor- 
tation of Gascon and Guienne wines, then an important 
branch of English commerce, in any but English^ 
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Welsh, and Irish ships, maimed with native sailors.* 
This Act had been renewed and amplified fonr years 

later, and many other efforts had been marie, (hirin<; the 
four-and-twenty years in which Henry Vll. was King, to 
promote the growth of shipping, both for warlike and 
for peaceful purposes. To tihat end the voyages of the 
Cabots and their associates had been encouraged, so loner 
as there seemed a iikelihpod of tjieir producing any 
advantage to the nation. To the same end some war 
ships^ of famons size and strength, according to the 
poor standard of the times, had been constructed bv the 
Crown ; the chief of wbichj the.Eenty Oaxioe « Dieu,\& 
dum^ >biilk ooaitBimngrifiTe .masts everloadfiid inth 
•**^gi"gj so narrow and so high, especially in the rear, as 
to be in great .daJ?^r of capsizing, and only able to 

. move jfitk any predaioa. whsn it •waa faUowiDg the wind, 
09at^Q]^aids of 14^000?. in the.bvisldmi^.t • 
< J?at these were only the rough beginnings of a work 
which was fairly ina.ijgurated . under the rale of 
HcAiy. yXJl. The new: King aaw^ 4» elean^ aa his 
AAhefihaidd(nie/ibe neeoessty of fnereasfng the influentie 

•of England among the nations of Europe, and he wisely 
hdd that an essential nieaoa towa^ 'Object waa in 
lA»:extewQn of;fkigli$h aoa,. Other states, in 

• time? .when Enrope/stijU CQmpWsedt neatly the whole of 
the known world of civilization, might do without 
Aa^ifi^ ; :bu.t,j if, England to anything more than 

*,Acts of Parliameni, 1 Henry VII., cap. 8. 

t CirARNooK, Hidory of Marine AnhOecture (1801)^ toL iU 
pp. 2i^— bl. 
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a self-oontamed idaad, was ta have any considerable 

share in the general progress of ChristQiidom, it must 
be to a great extent through the agency of a well-eon- 
stmcted^ weU-sustained, and well-*aiaimed fleet So it 
appeared to Henry YJXL ; axKiiqs two greatest advisers, 
Cardinal Wolsey and Thomas Howai-d, Duke of Xui folk, 
forgot their jealousie&in furtherance of tJhe same. prudent 
thought Wolsey . worked i^hiefly in teeing to the 
proper hiuldtag» tnanningy and yictualling oi ships. The 
Duke of Norfolk's principal serTioe was in suading his 
two eldest sms to be the first ajod worthiest of the 
earlier Tudor admirals* 

The Howards^ iamoas for their aasootatioQ with «yery 
other importaut office of state, had already been con- 
nected with the history of English seamanship, i^ir 
John Howard^ soa of the Sir William Howard who made 
the family illnstriops by his service as Chief Jtistioe of 
the Common Pleas under Edward ill., was made 
Admiral of the Kings northern fleet in 1335 ; and 
another Sir John Howard, after distijoignishing himself 
as a land soldier in ' the French wars of Henry YL's 
reign, was made Captain-General of the navy by 
Edward IV. in 14G2, and again in 1470, He had not 
mudh naval work to do^ but in military and official 
ways he was very serviceable both to Edward IT. and 
to Richard III., one reward for his devotion being his 
elevation by the latter monarch, in 1483, to the Duke- 
dom of Norfolk. He was slain at the battle of Bosworth, 
and his son, Thomas, Earl of Surrey, was, on Henry VIL s 
accession^ attainted for his devotion to the Yorkist 
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party. The King, however, soon had ample eyidence 
of the earl's ability and trustworthiness. We aro told 
that he used to viavt him isttid' tv^at hldd'ab a^iond'eren 
difriDg' Iris captivity 5ti' the Tel#eh« !ni€( «feptivltJ''Nlra8 
not lonpr. In 1489 Thomas Howard was rt^instated in 
his earldom and the possessions attached to i*; and in 

' ^oeeedlug' yeaM he wa^ elbowed '^h' tmiscmbs 
fetopefrtaflit oflSces tfodiit' this* 0*d#n.' fie^fry Vft 'made 
him Lord Treasm*er of EiiLiland, and bv lienrv YIII. he 

' was appointed Earl Marshal in 1510. In It) 14, for hiy 

' vidto]»y <y^er JatneB l¥i' of i^oolflaiid nA'^l^^n f^ield 
he was created Duke of Norfolk.** 1 1 i ' 

' His eldest son was Lord Tliomas Howard, born about 
the year 1474, who, in succession to his father, became 
£arl bf '@tih»63riii>1514' aJid thiid ^Duta 4>f ^oriMk in 
TI524. More famtJtifr twi 'the flecond - son, 8ii» IE)dw8b-d 

■ Howard, whose early death, it is probable, alone pre- 
vented him from succeeding Cardiual Wolsey ' to > the 

i foresnost ' piKce in' Bnglandi duritt^ tfa^ hittdrilialf of 

*'H^i^Viil.%i<*igTi. " ••»'•'• 

' ffli^ 'public life began in 1402, when he was only six- 
^ teeta^'Ot seVfenteen years bid* In' tha* year Henry Vil. 

la Uttle es^edit^ !of 'twelve 1 sliips» •nndevi'the 
''•4iif^h6! of ^••Ed#art 'Poynings, to puuish Baron 
^ ' de Bavenstein and his free booting auxiliaries, for the 

-siyfittettaatic piratcies irhich - they ^Hdi muoh" Haffin, 
* iM^otAf 'tb *the<Gdniia»'goveniiiie^ty trho&e'allegiaiice 

' they had throW^n off, but also to ^all'the« batrontf trading 
' with f landersy and most of all to. England, seeing that 

; / ' Peerage, y^L,pp,^!ii, 55, ito, 

YOL. L E 
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the English ineroliaiits tbea wed Antwerp as a chief 

mart for traffic with iiearh^ all the continoutal towns. 
BaTeastein had taken posseasioa of the town aud huh 
boor of Qinys, fortified by .two strong castles, and 
Poyninpfs was sent to attack the city by sea, while the 
Duke of Saxony and a German army besieged it by 
land. For twenty days sttceessiyely the ships made th« 
best assaults' in their power, and at last, though sum 
through the accidental burning; of a bridge between the 
two castles, than through the successful fighting of 
either the army or the BbqI, the little nest ofpisateb 
was destroyed. For his prowess in this las first employ- 
ment on naval work, young Edward Howard was higlily 
praised.* In 1497 he was knighted for his brave 
deportment on land, while attending his iatker on an 
expedition to Scotland ;t and in later years, he was 
employed, and always successfully, in various minor 
services to Henrv VII. Henry VIIL, onhis accession 
in 1509, made him Boyal Standard-Bearer of England.^ 
Our earliest information concewiins: his elder brother 
Thomas is that, in 1510, either in reward for some im- 
recorded service, as a compliment to the famous house 
of Howard, he was installed as a Knight of the Garter.§ 
In tiie following year some memon^le employment was 
found for both brothers in the capture of Andrew 
liarton, the great Sottish merchant and pirate, scion of 

* IIalU Union of tJte Two NolAe lUmlriom Families of LnuicoMUf 
€md York (1548), sab Emry yiL, Ibis. 17, a21». 
t (jOtuHi, vol i., p. 80. % BTinut, vol zUi., p. 25L 

§ ANsns, lUffitUr oftJie Churtett toL i, p. 273. 
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a family wbich by help of mercIianJize and piracy 
attained liigli rank in Scotland under James lY. and 
James Y. In 1476 a trading sbip and its costly cai^, 
bdonging to John Barton, Andrew's father, had been 
seized by a Portuguese squadron, and the letters of 
re$uri6al granted to him in confsequence beeaiiie, acoovd- 
lug to tlte rough usage of that period, an authority for 
UHlimitod piracy during the next thirty or forty years. 
The younger Bartons, Andrew, John, and Bobert, pros- 
pered by it They and Sir Andrew Wood urenw 
Janos IY.*s chief advisere and most zisalovs agents in all 
the maritime achieyements and attempts for which this 
monarch's i-eign is memorable. The Great Mieha^il, as 
fiuaums for its size and worthlestness in the sixteenth 
osntnry as is the iSreai JSSssfsm in mt owiv times, was 
built and sent to sea, at a cost of 30,000/., under their 
joint direction.* It was in one of Eobert Barton's ships 
thal» in Peikin Warbeck was sent to trouble 

* *'Thi8 aUp was of MgMftt slitee and to(>k ap qmob timber ifaat, 

except Falkland, she wasted all the woods in Fife, which weie oak wood, 

with all finilter that was patten out of Nnrway ; fbr she was so stnmg, 
and of so great length and brtadth, all the wright^ of Scotland, yea and 
many strangers, were nt her device by the Kin'j:'^ conamiind. She was 
twelve fccore fiiot of length and thirty-six f..ot witliin the sides. She 
vaatdn ftwt thlak in the walls and boards ou every aide, so slack and so 
thidc that no cannon ootxld go thiongh her. Tliia g^t ship cambered 
Scotland to get her to sea. She bare many cannon, nx on eveiy side, 
^with three groat b»ai]g, tiro behind in her dock and one befiMn^ with 
three hundred shot of small arfiller)', to wit, liileons, slinga, pestilent 
K-rpent.s and d'iM))le dogs, with culverins, cross-bows an<l hand-hows. 
She had tliree hundred mariners to sail h'^r. She had six score of 
gunners to u.^e her artillery, anil hud a tnoumnd men of war uy lu r, 
CB|)tBin8, akippers, and quartermuaterd.'" — PDiKHrfON, Hutory of 
Seaffmtd, ▼ol. it, p. 68. 
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England with his pretended right of royalty ; and in 
1504 John Bartou was despatfhed, at the head of a 
strong fleet, to bring the pco})lc of the western isles 
under subjection to theOrom of Scotland. Meanwhile 
the old Portugese grietanee' Was not foifgotten. In 
1507 fresh letters of marque were is.sued to the three 
brothers, authorizing them to scour the seas and spoil or 
capture any Portuguese vessels ihej might meet with, 
until they had seieed property to the yalue of twelve 
thousand ducats, tlie supposed amount of old John Bar- 
ton's loss some thirty years before. The Scottish pirates, 
however, were not altogether successful. Towards the 
end of the same year, Robert Barton was caught by the 
Portuguese atCampyere, in Zeahind, and there detained 
for some years under the instructions of Margaret of 
Savoy. Therefrom arose much controversy between 
James TV. and Margaret, and so mtich fresh privateer^ 
ing on the part of tlie Bartons that tlicy became pests 
to the ships of every nation trading along the western 
coast of Europe.* 

In this way it happened that, in June, 1511, while 
Henry VIII. was keeping Court at Lincoln, formal 
complaint was made to him on behalf of his trading 
subjects, that Andrew Barton, under pretence of war 
with Portugal, " did rob every nation and so stopped the 
King's channel that no merchant almost could pass." 
Henry does not seem to have paid much attention to 

♦ Tytleb, HtBtory of Scotland (1845;, vol. iii., p. 485 ; vol. iv., pp. 22, 
t'2, 51, 52. liiiEWER, Letters and Papers, Foreitjn and Domettic, o/ the 
lieiga o/ Umry YLU., vol. i. (X862), pp. 128, 185, 388. 
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the report ; but it so roused the anger .of the Earl of 
Surr^ t)iat he vowed ^'the narrow seas should not be 
thus infested whilst he had an estate that could furnish 
a ship, or a sou who was able to command it," And he 
89 far kept .his oath that h# promptly fitted out two 
sturdy vessels, and, placiog the;Ea xmder the command of 
his sons, Lord Thomas Howard and Sir Edward Howard, 
sent; them, ill chase of the two shij>s, the Lion and the 
Jmnff Firv^ with whioh Andrew Bartend was scouring 
tb^ seas.^ ' 

The brothers sailed along the Downs together, and 
without finding tiie pirates, for some days. Then a 
stprm arose, wliich separated them, and brought them 
jnto (pllisio^ wit]; ih^, pbjectfi .of. thedr * pursuit Lord 
^Thomas Howard feU in mih the Inoi^ in which Barton 
was makin!2: his way with a rich load of booty to Scot- 
land. ..He gave liim chase and soon overtook him. 
'*Tji^ere was apre battle»", says the old cl^nioler. ''The 
Englishmen were fierce and the Scots defended them- 
selves manfully, and ever Andrew blew his whistle to 
encourage his men, yet, fgr all that, the Lord Howard 
and bis men by. clear force entered the m^in deck» 
Then the English entered on all sides, and the Scots 
fought sore ou the hatches ; but, in conclusion, Andrew 
was taken, being so sore wounded that he died there, 
and then all the remnant of the Scots were taken with 
their ship.*' Like good fortune attended Sir Edward 
Howard. Meeting with the Jenny Firwin, he soon 

* Hall, Henry Yin., fol. 15; Cahfbell, Live§ cf Oe AdmMB 
(I779)» Tol. ii, pp. 285, 286 ; Tulbb, toL W., P* ^ 
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boarded het, - and then withoat delay " Blew mmj and 

took all the rest/** 

Independent iights with pirates were of frequent 
ooonzteBce; but the &me both e£ Andrew Barton and 
of the Howtffds made tbkinkdertakiDg very memooTabLs 
in its results. The ships and priisuucrs having been 
taken to Biackwali on the 2nd of August, loll, the 
Scotttnea- w^ promptly breught to tiaaL They ao* 
knowledged ibcir offeneeli^ msd for mercy, and^ after 
a few years' captivit}', were sent lioiiio with an admoni- 
tion to lead honester lives in i'utiu-e.t But James IV. 
was ifeot i^eaaed at the loss of Andrew Barton and 
the shipe. Both he and his ally. King J<Am of Den- 
mark, made many angry demands for reparation ; to 
which Henry bluntly answered that Barton liad been 
rightly handled for his '' robberies and cruel dealings^*' 
and tibat ''it becmne not a prinoe to charge his^oon- 
federatea with breach of peace lor doing justice upon a 
pirate and a thief."t * ■ • 

This qtiarrel helped to brmg about fresh war with 
Scotland and with Sootiand's French allies ; and out 
of it came employment both to Lord Thomas and to 
Sir Edward Howard, and much hcmour to the youngest 
brother at any Tate. - 

Both were pronded wiih important woik. In May, 
1512, Loi-d Thomas was appointed second in command, 
under the Marquis of Dorset, of ton thousand men, whom 

* ITall, fol. 15; 'ELoujkbeso, W. lit, p. 565 ; Tsmnaamtt Tol. U., 

pp. 69—71. 

t LoKi) Herbert, Life of Henry VIII., p. 7. 

; Biu^wKit, vol. i., pp. 317, 388, 467, 485 ; Pinkebton, vol. ii., p. 71. 
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Henry sent to iiisoay, there to aid King Ferdinand of 
Spain in his war with France. The expedition was alto- 
gether- uniSortunate. Insubordination broke out on the 
voyage, when the sailors plundered the sea-sick soldiers; 
and the commanders were unable to establish discipline 
among the raw loonuts, who, landing in Spain on the 
7th of June, foimd no provision made for their main- 
tenance. They ere left to sleep iu the open iields or 
to seek slielter torn the mn by cvoaching under 
IwsheB.* Thm was nb proper supply o£ food fi» them. 
•*'F<» ihe most part/' it was rei)orted, " they were 
victualled w ith garlic' and drank hot wines and ate hot 
fruits, which procured their blood to boil in their bodies, 
whereby there &Ul sick and died more than eighteen 
hmdned persons/'t **An it please your Grace/* wrote 
the Euglish commissioner to Cardinal Wolsey, "the 
greatest lack of victuals that is here is of beer; for 
your subjects had licTor for to ddnk beer than wine or 
cider, for the hot wines doth harm them, and the cider 
doth cast tiiem in disease and sickness/'j: Those who 
remained alive became every day more mutinous. Had 
Feedinand been willing to employ them at once in 
fighting against Fmnce, they would ba^e been glad 
enough ; but just then he was tvyiug, in crookinl ways, 
to gain bis ends without ^gbtiug; and his English 
eimliaries were left to die on the shores of Biscay. 

At length the Marquis of Dorset fell ill, and Lord 
Thomas Howard was left ia charge of the forces. 

♦ BBBWi-B, vol. i., pp. 'iG^, -610. t Stow, p. 491. 

X Bbbwkb^ toL i., p. 397. 
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Withoat waiting for iDStmctioiis from his master, he 

sent to Ferdinand to ask whether, the English were 
to be employed upon the work for which they had 
been sent out. The Spanish King replied that there 
was no %hting then to be done, but if they wonld 
wait till next spring they ^-Iiuuld have plenty of it. 
To this Howard sent an indignant answer. " What 
report of honour/' he said, can we make of the King 
of Arragon? For at his desire we be come hither, and 
here we Ii;ivo lain in camp a long space, ever tarrying 
for the performance of his promise, and yet nothing 
hath he performed. Our people be dead in great 
number, and each one of us doth much lament that 
long idleness, by reason whereof many a tall man, 
having nothing to do but abide your masters plea- 
sure, hath £EiUen into some mischiel What shall the 
!Eing our master report of our slothfuln^, which hath 
spent him innumerable treasure, and nothing gained?*** 
Having thus expressed himself to Ferdinand's agent, he 
called a council of his officers, and aeked them what 
was to be done. For himself, he said, *'in case he 
might have a meetly company with him, he would 
endeavour this winter war, and gladiier would he die 
for the honour of his master, the realm, and lumself, 
than, contrary to the King's commandment, with rebuke 
and shame return to England."! But officers and men 
alike refused to stay any longer in Spain. They 
declared that they would return to England at all 
hazards, and this they did early in October, Tery greatly 

• Hall, i'ol. 18. f Bbeweb, vol. i., p. 422. 
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to the anger of Eang Henry, and much to the amaze* 

merit of all Chri.stendom. " Englishmen have so long 
abstained from iiar/' said the JBImperor Maximilian and 
his daughter Margajret to Henry's ambassador^ that they 
leek ezperienee from dirase, and are siek of it already/** 
In euiitradictiou of thut taunt, an<l >\ ith the view of 
saving England from the repetition of Bucli a sore dis^ 
graee^ Henry YXXI. aad Cardinal W<t4sey set themseLves 
to augment and organize the warlike strength of the 
country ; and they saw that if this was to be done by 
improving the art of soldiership, a mwiU more neces- 
sary work was the advancement of its- power at sea* 
The work, indeed, had been b^un befoore its importance 
had been proved by the disaster in Spain. On the 7th 
of April, IbiZt fc>ir Edward Howard, then about thirty-six 
years old, was Appointed Admiral of the iFleet and Cap- 
tain of the Army at Sea, his primary duty being the con- 
▼eying of the ^Earquis of Dorset and liLs ten thousand 
men to the Spanish coast. The fleet comprised eighteen 
ships, of which the two largest wm the Bagmtf of 1,000 
tons burthen, and the Mary Bod»y carrying 500 tons. 
The burthen of all the eighteen aniounted to 4,750 
tons, and there were 3,7UU sailors, soldiers^ and gunners 
on board, t ► 

'.With this ibioe, by no means inoonstderable three 
oentanes and a half ago, thougli no more than a single 
modern man-of-war could easily disable, Sir Edward 

• Brixwni, Tol. L, p. 427. 

t Ether, vol. xiii., p, 326. Sir Edward Howard's pay was 10«. a day ; 
that of his c.ij)tAins, 1«. CuT. npi«.>ce ; the common men had 5«. a month 
m wuged, aud m allowance of 5«. more for TiciualB. 
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Howard quitted the Solent on the 3rd of Jane, }512<* 

Having escorted the little army to Biscay, he proceeded 
to the western coast of Brittany. There, on several 
ocoasione, he landed and scoured the country a little to 
the i^nth of Brest. ^ Alas I** exdauned the country 
people, " the King of England hath ever before suc- 
coured us, and now he intendeth to destroy us." At 
one time, it is reported, the goyemors of the distrioi 
sent to beg him to desist from these sudden- ettacksi 
and meet them in open fiirht. " Go say to them that 
sent thee," answered Sir Edward Howard to the mes* 
senger, ''that all this day they shall find me heie 
tarrying their coming.'* Accordingly, in the afternoon 
about ten thousand Breton soldiers made their appear- 
ance; but no sooner were they face to face with the 
two thousand five hundred Englishmen, than tii^ 
took to their heels and ran all the way to Brest ; and 
when they came to their homes," adds tlie dironi(?ler, 
some said the battle was great, some said the 
Englishmen were forty thousand." Then the go* 
yemois begged him to dictate terms of peaoe* 
" Nay," replied Howard, " we are sent hither to make 
war, not peace." And he continued his rough usage 
until he thought the inhabitants were sufficiently le* 
duced for the ^Etme of their misfortunes to rouse the 
French authorities to formidable resistance and to tlie 
preparation of a strong fleet with wliich to meet him. 
This being done, on his hearing that a goodly body of 
ships was on its way to Brest, he returned to the Isle 

* Bbeweb, vol. i., p. 362. 
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of Wight to make ready for some bolder and more 

digiiilied fisrhting* 

This (X'curred in the following August, when Sir 
Bdward Howacd, with a fleet of fiTo-and-twenty ships, 
returned to the neighbourhood of Brest, where he had 
heard that 'a French fl(?et of thirty-nine s^il, com- 
manded by an offi<"or named Primauget or Porsnioguer, 
but known to the j^oglish as Pierce Morgan, was wait- 
ing to receive him. The enemies met on the 11th of 
August off St. Mahe. ** W hen the Englishmen per- 
ceived the !French navy to be out of Brest," says the 
dd historian, " then ikA Lord Admiral was very joyous, 
then eivery man pre^mred aooordiug to his duty, the 
archers to shoot, the gunners to loose, tlie men of arms 
to fipflit. Thus, all things being provided and set in 
order, tbe Englishmen approached towards the French- 
men, which eame fiercely forward, some levying his 
anchor, some Avith his foresail only, to take the must 
advantage; and when they were in sight, they shot 
ordnance so terribly together that all the sea coast 
sounded of it.'' The battle, so eagerly desired by both 
parties, very soon became general. The Sovereign, 
which was the second ship in the English fleet, gave 
chase to the Oordeliter, the largest of the French vessels, 
«nd, according to the Fi^nch acconnt, nearly twice the 
size of the Regent. The Sovereign was repulsed ; and 
then the Ee^eni took lier place. Thereupon ensued a 

♦ IIai.l, fol. 20. There is evidently some confusion in HjiU's 
cliroiiolojxy, wliieli n fcr8 this expeUitiou to the precise time ia wluch 
Sir Edward Howurd was proceeding to Spain. 
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deadly contest Sir Thomas £nyyet» who was m eharge 
of the Bepeni, succeeded in grappling the French vessel, 
and, after much fierce struggling, in boarding her. " The 
archers of the English {uyrt and the,oros»>bo«s of ii» 
French part did their nttennosf FmsJlj the IVeodi 
were fairly beaten; but just then, either throuLrb acci- 
dent or treachery, a fire broke out in the GordeUer^ 
which spread to th^ Begent befoi^ the gsappling-irons 
could be removed; and thus both ships, the piide of 
England and the pride of France, were utterly destroyed, 
with nearly all the men on board. By this terrible 
mischanco tho fighting was stayed, IliO'- ramaimng 
French sliips hurried back to Brest^ and the English, 
we are told, **were so amazed that thev followed them 
not. The araazement, however, soon turned to ange». 
" Sir Edward hath made his tow to God," warote Wolsey 
to Fox, Bishop of Winchesterr " that he will nerer see 
the King in the face till he hath revenged the death 
of the noble and valiant Sir Thomas luxyvet" He 
took liis revenge by scouring the seas and capturing 
and burning a great many ships along the coasts- of 
Brittany, Picardy, and Normandy; **and thus they 
kept the sea."* 

While this irregular fighting conlinued, and during 
the ensuing months, Henry VIIL and his counsellors 
set themselves heartily to the procurement of some 
better way of keeping the sea. The summer of 1512, 
indeed, was a memorable epoch m the history of the 

* British Museum, Cotfonian M8S. Titus B. I., p. 09, contaming 
Wolsey's letter to Fox; Hall, tola, 21» 22 • Gbafton, p. 970. 
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British navy and of English shipbnildrng. The desire 

of prosecuting the war with France, and of rcpjiiring 
the injury done to the national credit by the mutinous 
»efcupn of the Marquis of Dorset's little army from 
Spain, gave a great impnlse to the work. All through 
the year England was full of preparations for further 
and more zealous fighting, and most energetic of all 
were the plans for buildings mimuing, and fitting out 
m<M efficient vesBels of war and transports. Wolsey was 
supposed to be the great promoter of the contest with 
France ; he was certainly the life and soul of the 
arrangements for biingmg it to a successful issue. 
Hitherto a mere churchman who had begun to dabble 
in statesmanship, he suddenly appears as the foremost 
mover in all the administrative work of England. "He 
it is who determines the sums of money needful for tfie 
expeditbn, the line of march, the number and arrange- 
ment of the troops, even to the fashion of their armour 
and the barding of their horses. He it is who superin- 
tends the infinite details consequent on the shipment of 
a large army. He corresponds about the victualling, 
and is busy with beer, beef and biscuits, transports, 
joists and empty casks. He puts out or puts in the 
names of the captains and masters of the fieet» and 
apportions the gunners and the convoys. Ambassadors, 
admirals, generals, paymasters, pursers, secretaries, 
men of all grades, and in every sort of employment, 
crowd about him for advice and information.*'* In 
nearly all the yoluminous State papers of the period, 

'* Bbbwbb, Tol. i. pp. xliv.» xlv. 
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which iUiistrate this tnbject, he is refemd to for 

instructions or s]i()ken of as author of th(^ V)nsy work 
being done in England. ''I pray God soon deliyer 
you out of your oatrageons cfaaxge And labour," says 
BiiAiop Fox, in one-l^tdr to him ; elae ye shall \im0 « 
cold stomach, little sleep, pale visage, and a thin belly, 
(Mm lyari egesiione'^* 

Wolsey'B work in the leqonttructioii of the natioml 
nayy lasted orrer many years. Bat good fffoof of it 
appeared in ^larch, 1513, when Sir Edward aprain put 
to sea for another summer's fighting with tlio French. 
His fleet then nombered lenuvaAd-twoity sdups, only 
six more than the number with whidi he Imd been 
intrusted a year before, on his first appointment as 
Lord AdmiraL In these fom-.'ind-twenty, however, 
theee was Aumeiieally nearly twice as much Btrength» 
and actually, a groat 'deal more than- twice as much, as 
in the eighteen of 1512. The stately Regent had beeri 
burnt in the action with the Cordelier ; but there were 
two othear ships as - large aa the i^^vn^-^-the Hmrff Im- 
periaHf which seems to have been the same m the 
Sovereign, and probably -svas Henry YII.'s Uenrf/ Grace 
d Dieu, re<jhristoned on Henry VIII.'s accession, and 
the TrinHif, each of 1,900 tons -burthen, and caztying 
700 men apiece. The portage of the whole amounted 
to 8,460 tons, containing in all 26 captains and 4,6d0 
soldit;i-s, 24 masters, and 2,880 mariners, a total of 
6,480 ofdcers and men. To these twenty-four fighting 
ships there were attached twenty-seven smaller Yoooela 

♦ Bbeweb, vol. i., p. 585. 
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aft victuallers ; and in addition thare were BOiOie eigkty 
ofr ninety other ships, barks, buoys, end other oroft, 
mostly the property of merchants and private adven- 
tmsrs, charteired £or purposes of tcaufipcMrty or retained 
lor fiupplyii^ any deficiencies 'that wight oecnr in the 
regular fleet.* 

On Saturday, tbe 19th of March, the King went 
down to Greenwich to inspeet the greater number of 
|fls> fighjtox^ abips^ *%ad h»' gaye inatmctiona to . Sir 
Edward Hewaid ihalr he was to send kirn a pl»riicnler «. 
acconnt of tlie way in wliicli each vessel comported 
iieeli' upon the sea. This account has eome down to us 
fm a.mialilated stata It teik .how thei fleet set sail on 
the following Monday, a contrary wind having made it 
impossible for the usual sailors' luck to be courted by 
eBibarking on a Sunday»andin whatoider the different 
dhdpa made their way along' the Downs and past the 
Geedwin Sanda. jSeme of the smaller orafi gaye yery 
little satisfaction to the Admiral. The Christ, a vessel 
of SOO tons biurthen, hie says, " was one of the worst ; 
shd may bear no mox^ sail ; no mme may the Katho' 
nns,^ whieh waJs of the same siae. But of the larger 
ships lie speaks very hiirlily. The Mary Rose, carrying 
600 tone, , his own liagship, was the swiftest of them 
ally being inferior only in bulk to the Sovereign or 
Ehnmf Imperial '^jSir/' he says, ''she is the noblest 
ship of sail, is this great ship, at this liour, that I 
trow be in Christendom ; the flower, I trow, of all 
ships that oyer sailed." And the conclusion of his 

♦ Bbsweb, vol. i., pp. 550—554. 
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report is, tbat ^ such a fleet hath been never seen m 

CliristeuJoin." * 

lu that temper Sir Edward Howard led his ships to 
Plymouth, there to wait for victuals and reinforcements ; 
and thence, on the 5th of April, he wrote up to Wolsey, 

be2:ging him, for God's sake, to be ])rompt in sending 
Mm an abundance of good food, better than some of 
that previously supplied, as he had heard that a 
hundred sail of Frenchmen were coming towards him, 

and as he cxijected to have an en^airement with them 

1 DO 

within live or six days. When they did meet^ he 
added, he trusted in God and Saint G^rge that 'he 
would have a fair day with them.f In this he was dis- 
appointed. ]\issing out of Plymouth Roads on Sunday, 
the 10th of April, with more than a hundred craft of all 
sorts, of which forty-two were ships royal and others 
of war,** he fell in on the following morning with fifteen 
French ships, and offered battle ; but, as he reported, 
"they fled like cowards as soon as they spied the 
English," and he could do no more than pursue them as 
fiftr as the mouth of Brest Harbour, where he saw them 
join the maiu body of the French fleet, numbering in 
all about fifty sail. % 

This fieet comprised the greater part of the navy 
then possessed by France, augmented, just about the 
time of Howard's putting to sea, by six stout Mediterra- 
nean galleys led by Pierre Jean le Bidoulx, called by 

* Ellis, Oritjlnal Letters, Second Series (1827)b ▼ol* U PP» 218—217. 

t Ibid., Third Scries, vol. i., pp. 145 — 151. 

X British Miueum, Cottonian MS3^ Caligula D. vi^ p. 337 ; Halu 
foL 22. 
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the English Prester John, a knight of EhodeSy consi- 
dered in his day the greatest naval commander in the 
world, who at once took charge of all the enemy's ship- 
ping. Unabashed by Prester John's great name, and 
only stimulated hy it to a stronger desire for his over- 
throw, Howard counted on an easy victory. ** Sir," he 
wrote to King Henry, " we have them at the greatest 
advantage that ever men had. Sir, God worketh iu 
your cause and right. Sir, the first windi that ever 
Cometh, they shall have broken heads, that all the 
world shall speak of it. Sir, if God tliinketh good to 
send us any wind, the navy of Prance shall do your 
Grace litth^ hurt." 

The harbour of Brest being adapted for the pas- 
sage of large vessels only at high tide, Howard 
considered that he would be able to keep the alien 
fleet in a sort of prison until lie could demolish it But 
the same circumstance that prevented the egress of 
Prester John and his sliips, hindered Howard from 
attacking them at a convenient time. He therefore held 
at bay for a few clays, using his leisure in sending par- 
ties of his men to land on the neighbouring coast and 
do as much damage as was possible. One large and 
four small French ships that ventured out of the harbour 
were burnt by him ; and one of his own vessels, whose 
officers were ignorant of the hidden dangers of the situa* 
tion, was dashed to pieces among the rocks, though not 
too soon for the people to be saved. This was the 
Nicholas of Hamjpion, under Captain Arthur. " Sir," 
said Howard, in another letter to his sovereign, I have 

VOL. I. F 
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taken all Master Arthur's folks and bestowed tbcin in 
the arms where I am deficient by reason of death by 
easualty and otherwise. And, sir, I have given him 

liberty to g(j Lome ; for, when he was in the extreme 
danger, he called upon Our Lady of Walsingham for 
help and comfort^ and made a vow that» an it pleased God 
and her to deliver him ont of the peril, he wonld never 
eat llrsli nor fish till he had seen her. Sir, I assure you 
he was in marvellous danger ; for it was marvel that 
the ship, being with all her sails striking full butt a rock 
with her stem, brake not in pieces at the first stroke."* 
In that position the rival fleets continued for a fort- 
night. Prester John used the interval in strengthening 
his defences, one of his measures being the lashing 
together of twenty large hulks which, in the event of 
an attack, ho proposed to set on fire and drive, while 
they were burning, among the opposing vessels. But 
Sir Edward Howard was in no way disheartened. So 
confident was he of ultimate success, that he wrote to 
the King, begging him to come in person to lead the 
battle, and '* have the honour of so high an enterprise." 
If Henry's own chivalrous disposition at all inclined him 
to this work, he was promptly restrained by his advisers. 
The King's Council wrote back to Howard, sharply 
reproving him for his suggestion, and bidding him, with- 
out any further delay, "accomplish that which per- 
tained to his duty." t 

* Bbribh MugBDM MSS., OMon, Oaligola D. vL, pp. 837—339, and 
Caligula E. ii., |ip. Ul~143 ; Hall, foL 22. 
t Hall, fola. 22, 23 ; Hirbibt, lAfe mA of Henry VIH. 
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That ankind message is reported to have driven Sir 

Edward Iloward, always ovor-bold, to the rash act 
which cost him his life and deprived England of the 
ablest sea-warrior that» up to that time, she bad poe- 
seesed. Stronger indaoement doabtless came from tbe 
fear, newly enforced in his mind each day, tbat Prester 
John would find some means of making an escape, and 
80 thwart his project of, by one day's- work, spoiling the 
whole navy of France. At any rate he lost patience. On 
Sunday, tlie 24th of April, he put all his six thousand 
fighting men on shore, with the intention of attacking 
the French fleet by land; but, before they had marched 
&r, he hastily recalled them, nnder the impression that 
Prester John was making ready to sail out of the haiv 
bom* while his gaolers were away. On the following 
morning, the morning of Saint Mark's Day, he resolved 
to be idle no longer. Galling togeHier a few chosen 
friends, Lord Ferrers, Sir Thomas Cheyne, Sir John 
Wallop, Sir Henry Shirborne, and Sir William Sidney 
— ^Philip Sidney's grandfather — among the number, he 
told them that he was determined, at any risk, to attack 
Prester John's own ship and some of his Mediterranean 
galleys, which were stationed in a corner by themselves. 
He asked whether they would help him to make the 
attack as secretly as possible, and with the help of two 
such boats as would be able to enter the harbour even 
at low water. They assented, and lost no time in setting 
out. Bowing quickly right up to the enemy, they made 
good progress before they were discovered ; but then 
they were assailed with balls and arrows, which "came 
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togetber as thick as hailsiones^" acoordiiig to the state- 
ment of Captain Edward Ichyngham. These Tolleys 

were answered by sharp firing from the boats, until 
Lord Ferrers^ who had command of one of the two 
parties, had no more ammunition left. For shelter he 
crept under one of the great galleys, while Howard led 
his boat close up to the side of Prester John's Tessel, 
and, with seventeen of his foUoweis, sncceeded in board- 
ing it Then ensued a desperate conflict. The English 
"were in a fair way of capturing the galley, when the 
cable with whicli they had iasteued their boat to it was 
severed. Those near enough jumped off and saved 
themselves. Sir Edward Howard, who, with the rest, 
was in another part of the ship, shouted, ^ Come aboard 
again I come aboard again !" But his comrades had no 
other cable or grappling-iron, and drifted away per- 
force. Then Howard took his admiral's whistle &om 
his neck and flung it into the sea. The Frenchmen 
})ressed round him. forced him with tlieir morris pikes 
against the rails of the galley, and, when he was dead, 
he fell into the water to be seen no more. Presently,' 
Sir Henry Shirbome and Sir William Sidney, with some 
others of Lord Ferrers' party, forced thoir way up the 
sides of the galley, hoping to rescue their master ; but 
they could not find him. A mariner who had started 
in the first attack, and who stood feithfully by Howard 
to the last, managed to swim to one of the boats, in spite 
of eighteen wounds. It was from him and from a 
Spanish boy, who had watched the proceedings fircun a 
boat's side* that the English heard of tiieir great mis* 
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fortune. ** Jesu, have mercy 1" wrote one of them, not 
very fnendly hitherto towards Howard, to Cardinal 
Wolsej; **ioit now we be bodies withoat a bead." 
''There was never noble man so ill lost as he was," 
said another of Wolsey's correspondents, uttering the 
sentiments of nearly all his comrades, that was of so 
great courage and had so many virtues, and that ruled 
so great an army so well as he did, and kept so great 
order and true justice." Even James IV. of Scotland, 
thougli at war with Henry, wrote in condolence to him. 
''Surely, dearest brother/' he said, "we think more 
loss is to yon of the late Admiral, who deceased to his 
great honour, than the advantage might have been in 
winning all the French galleys."* 

Henry was well aware of the extent of his loss; bnt 
he was not disposed to give up hope of capturing all the 
French galleys. Without delay he appointed Lord 
Thomas Howard to succeed his younger brother as 
Admiral of England, and bade him lose no time in 
avenging the brave man's death, t This, however, was 
more than Lord Thomas Howard could do. The sailors 
were so depressed by the misfortune, so badly off for 
food, and so troubled with sickness, that the fleet had 
returned to Plymonth before the new Admiral had 
receive<:l his patent ; and before fresh supplies of men 
and victuals could be procured, the Frenchmen had 
moved ont of Brest Harbour. Six weeks were wasted in 

* CMIonlam 1189., CUUgoIaRi^ p. 11, ftndD.vi^ Blus, First 

Series, vol. L. p. 76 ; Hall, foL 23 ; HoLLDnasD, toI. liL, p. 574. 
t Bbbwbb, ^ i, pi. 557 : Graftov, pw 962. 
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making good tlic deficiencies. Bishop Fox wrote to 
Wolsey, saying that the pursers of the sliips deserved 
hanging for their negligencew Wolsey wrote to Howard, 
saying that the stores he had ordered for the fleet 
had been kept back by some lewd persons that would 
not have the King's navy continue any longer on the 
sea."* The " lewd persons attained their object. The 
English fleet did little more that summer or for some 
years after. Henry crossed over to Calais to take com- 
mand of the land forces with which alone the war with 
France was carried on, while Loid Thomas Howard 
followed his father to Scotland, there to take part in 
the victory at Flodden Field The father, having been 
made Duke of Norfolk for his conduct of that business, 
the son succeeded him as Earl of Surrey, and, as Earl 
of Surrey, during the time of peace with France, he was 
Lord Deputy of Ireland. 

In these years, however, ship-building and the im- 
provement of the navy were not forgotten. The trivial 
events of 1513 had shown that if the English were 
stronger than the French at sea, they were still very 
weak indeed. Therefore Henry Vlll. and Wolsey con- 
tinued their efforts in the direction of naval reform. 
They devised betta* ways of enlisting sailors and 
training them for zealous service. They sought out 
the best ways of fitting out ships for war, and paid great 
attention to the manu&cture of guns and other fighting 
implements. They improved the old ships, and fashioned 

* Bbewsb, vol. i, pp. 585» 590. 
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new ones upon the best models that could at that time 
be procured. 

The building, between 1512 and 1514 of the Bimry 
Qraee a Dieu or Cheat Harry, namesake and anccessor 

of llonry VII.'s great ship, marks an epoch in the history 
of naval architecture. It was begun on the 3rd of 
October, 1512, and during the next twenty months, a 
hundred and forty-one of the deverest shipwrights 
tbat r'oiild be procured were busy at its coiistniction. 
Their wages amounted to 2,378Z. 28, lOd., besides the 
cost of their clothing, bedding, and food,* and the expense 
of other occasional labour. They made use of 1,752 
tons of timber, whicli cost437Z. 178. 7fi.; 408Z. VJs. 7^d.'8 
worth of iron wrouglit and unwrought ; 2-13/. Gs. *^^d,'8 
worth of brass, and 133^ 128, 6dJB worth of coal. The 
expense of cordage amounted to 9697. 2a. lid, ; in ox- 
hair, lime, and rosin, were expended lOOZ. l.Ss. 10^?.; 
in blocks an 1 pulleys, 63Z. 10s. dd. The entire cost of 
building, including three small galleys to attend on the 
great ship, amounted to 7,7087. 5s. Sd. The burthen 
of the great ship herself was 1,500 tons, so that she was 
half as large again as the largest vessel liitherto known 
in the English navy. She was arranged in seven tiers, 
one above another, and, as the Emperor Maximilian's 
ambassador reported, had " an incredible array of guns, 

* They consumed 7,498 dozen loaves of bread, worth 370?. 7s. Sd. ; 
1,543 pipes of beer, o2Gf. lid. ; 557 beeves, 700/. lis. [)d. ; 205 
floote of sheep. 82Z. 6i. Sd. ; 4,5SS2 oodflsb, STL 2«. lOd. ; a goodly 
quantity of other fleeh wad flih, with a numher of olher artidefl^ in- 
cluding only 7 barrels of batter, worth U. n«., and HO weys of cihees^ 
worth 4i. ; the ooat of (he whole beiiig l,d69i. ISt. 2d. 
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with a scuttle on the top of the mainmast, eighty ser^ 
peutines and hackbuts." Four hundred men were ftt 
work four days in dragging her from the buOding yard 
atErith to Barking Creek 

On the 13th of June, 1514, the King, with a stately 
company, including the Queen, the Princess Mary, the 
foreign ambassadors, several bishops, and a large number 
of noblemen, went down to christen this famous ship. 

On the 25th of October, 1515, King Henry was again 
at Greenwich, christening another great vesseL Those 
who were in the galley, dining with the King of Eng- 
land,** wrote the French envoy to his sovereign, " have 
told me for certain that there are in the said galley 
two hundred and seven pieces of artillery, large as well 
as small, of which seventy are of copper and cast, and 
the rest of iron, with four or five thousand bullets 
and four or five hundred barrels of powder. The galley 
is propelled by six score oars, and is so large that it 
wiU hold eight hundred or a thousand fighting men. 
The King of England acted as master of the galley, 
wearing a sailor's coat and trousers of frieze cloth of 
gold. He had on a thick chain, in which were £v6 
links, and amongst the same there were three plates 
of gold, on which was written as a device, 'Dieu et 
mon droit;' and at the bottom of the sai<l chain was a 
large whiBtle, with which he whistled almost as loud as 
a trumpet or clarionet. Mass was sung on board by 
the Bishop of Durham, and the galley was named by 
Queen Mary The Virgin Mary J* 

* Bbiwib, vol. i., i»p. 82$p 839 ; Obabmogk, vol. U., |». 28. 
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The Frenchman was not well pieced with this show 
of warlike strength and grandeur. " I went immedi- 
ateljy'* he says* ^ to my lord the Duke of Suffolk. He 
told me that it was true that the King of England had 
made an appearance of preparing himself for war, and 
for this cause had got ready a small number of ships : 
but this he had done solely to content his subjects, who 
desired in my master's absence that England should go 
to war with him ; but the King of England had no such 
inclination." Then the agent went to Wolsey, who was 
at Westminster. I told him," he proceed^ that if he 
and the Eing of England thought that the King my 
master, at his departure into Italy, had not left his 
kingdom strong and powerful^ they had been greatly 
deceived ; yet^ at the same time, the King had never 
thought to invade his country, and make war upon him 
in his absence. On this he laid his hand on his breast, 
and swore to me that the King his master had never 
thought of such a thing, nor his Council; and as for the 
ships which he had prepared during this time, and 
chiefly his great galley, that was done solely to give 
pleasure and pastime to the Queen and the Queen Mary 
his sister.*'* 

Wolsey might swear and Suffolk protest thatHenr/s 

shipbuilding meant no harm to France ; but it was 
clear to all the world that these preparations were 
meant for much more than the pleasure and pastime of 
queens and courtiers. The preparations continued, and 
year by year the English navy grew in strength. 

* BamiEB, vol. iL, ]pp. zlyiir-1. 
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"Better vessels were built, and better furniture was put 
in them. Improvements were steadily made in naval 
tacticSy and full advantage was taken of the lessons 
taught by experience as to the training and employ- 
ment of seamen and sea-going soldiers. The result was 
great credit to England, and great advancement of 
English influence over the politics of Europe. 

But in actual warfare yery little was done that is worth 
recording. Down to tlie close of Henry's reign the 
attitude of the navy was chiefly passive : for the most 
part it was only a deterrent power« and a warning 
against inyasion. Its principal occupation was in the 
punishment of pirates, and in damaging the enemy's 
trading operations, which in those days were held akin 
to piracy, and often were hardly distinguishable from 
it. During Lord Thomas Howard's long service as 
Hiffh Admiral there were numerous actions similar to 
the capture of Androw I^arton's ships, by which he and 
his brother Edward had made themselves fEonous. 
Often, too, the fleets were employed in scouring the 
seas and de\ astating the alien coast, after the fashion of 
Sir Edward's achievements on the shores and in the 
adjoining districts of Brittany, But till near the dose 
of Henry's reign, there was no sea fight at all com- 
parable to that in which the Regent and the Cordelier 
were destroyed in 1512. Even in 1522, when Thomas 
Howard, then Earl of Surrey, bearing an admiral's 
commission from the Emperor Charles V. as well as 
from Henry VIIL, commanded a fleet of nearly two 
hundred vessels^ his chief work was in landing troops 
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in Normandy, and thus aiding the land warfare with 
France. 

The navy was still in its infancy, consisting of a few 
royal ships, built especially for fighting, and of nume- 
rous smaller craft, designed for merciiandize, and only 
turned into war ships as occasion required. The men 
employed in these vessels also had little saye bravery 
in common with the servants in modern ships of war. 
The sailors and their masters were fishermen, merchants' 
apprentices* and olten merchants themselyes. The 
fighting men were land-soldiers, rarely at their^ ease in 
nayal war&re, and always much more useful in the sort 
of fighting for which they had been trained, if indeed 
they also were not raw recruits, practised only in such 
use of weapons as was in those days common with eyery 
Englishman. Eyen the superior officers were generally 
landsmen. Lord Thomas Howard, as we saw, varied 
his employment as admiral with service at the battle of 
Flodden and dyil goyemment in Ireland ; and in later 
years, succeeding his father as Duke of Norfolk, he suc- 
ceeded him also as Lord Treasurer, to which he added 
other work as a military commander, an ambassador, 
and a domestic statesman. 

Howard outliyed his master and his master's son, 
Edward YI. He died in the first year of Queen Mary's 
reign, seventy-six years old. A crowd of men- acquired 
under him their share of fame, about which posterity 
need not trouble itself, as sea-captains. The most 
notable of them was Sir AVilliam Fitzwilliams, who was 
wounded in the battle with the French off Brest in 
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1513, who sncoeeded Howard as High Admiral, be- 
came Earl of Southampton iu 1536, aad died iu 1542, 
while on his way to fight the Scots. 

The last of Henry YIIL's High Admirals, then gaining 
iuflucnce iu the State as Viscount Lisle, was the great 
Duke of Northumberland, who became virtually King 
of England during Edward YL's sovereignty. He was 
first moyer in the sea^fighting with which, after thirty 
years of trifling work, the naval history of Henry's 
reign was brought to a close. 

After Wolsey's disgrace and death, in spite of the 
zealous efforts of Lord Thomas Cromwell, the navy had 
fallen into some decay. Peace having been made with 
France in 1527, there was little even of desultory light- 
ing for ten years.* 

In 1537 began preparations for another war. There 
was fresh energy in ship-building and fortifying. New 

* BTidenoe of the way in which, during these years, other nations 
bnnight fheir watftie into Englieh aeea is in a letter whiefa John 
Arandel wrote to Cromwell in 1536:— "There oame into Fahnoath 

Haven a fleet of Spaniards," he says, and the day after came four ships 
of Dieppe, men-of-war, and the Spaniards shot into the Frenchmen, and 
the Frenchmen into tlie Spaniiird.s, and durinjj tlm i; hours gn^.it i^nna 
shot betvvocn them, cjid the Frenchmen were glad to come higher up 
the hafen ; and the numow alter, Saint Faid's Bay, the Spaniaide 
oaue up to aaiaalt the Frenehmm, and the Frenohmen came np 
almost to tlio town of Truro, and wont aground there. I went to iiie 
admiral of the Spaniards and commanded him to keep the King's peace, 
and not follow further; but the Spaniard would not, but said, *I will 
have them, or I wil! dio for it,' And then the Spaniards put their 
ocdnance in their bouts and uhot the French admiral forty or ^ixty 
ahot during a long hoar, the gentlonen that eity taldnK pleasure at 
it. Then I went to the Spaniaids and told them to leare their ahooting 
or I would raise the country upon them. And so the Spaniards left.** — 
8baU Fajper cited by FuaoDE, mtHory of England, vol. iii., p. 248. 
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batteries were set up at St. Michael's Mount, at Fal- 
mouth, at Fowey, at Plymoutb, at Dartmouth, at Torbay, 
at Portland, at Cowes, and at Portsmouth ;* and castles 
weie built, or strengthened at Doyer, Deal, Sandwich, 
Hull, Scarborough, Newcastle, and Berwick. Haying 
hitherto shrewdly increased the importance of England 
by keeping up the feud between ranee and Scotland 
on the one hand and Spain and Germany on the other, 
Henry now found himself in danger of attack by the 
united forces of Catholic Europe. " I have heard," wrote 
the Enghsh ambassador in Flanders to Cromwell, " that 
the French King, the Bishop of Borne, and the King of 
the Soots be in league to inyadeus this summer, and how 
the Emperor will send to their aid certain Spaniards." t 
Great preparations were made to withstand this inya- 
sion, in the course of which, we are told, £ing Henry 
himself made yery laborious and painful journe} s to- 
wards the sea-coast and enough was done to frighten 
away a fleet of about two hundred and seventy sail, which 
left Antwerp in April, and made warlike show off Doyer. 

There was no real fighting till 1B45. Then, another 
French invasion being expected, a formidable fleet 

* The town of PartBnumfh," ndd Lbuahd in 1548, ** is mdled from fbe 

east tower a furlong's length, witli a mad wall armed with favass 
ordnance, and this piece of tlie wull, liaving a ditch witliout it, runs m 
Sax flat south soutli-east, and is the i)lace mobt apt to defend the town, 
there opeu on the haven. There runs a ditch almost flat east for a space, 
and within it is a wall of mud like to the other, and then goes on xonnd 
about the town for the dronit of a nule. l!liete is a gate of lamiber at 
the north-east end of the town, and by it thero is cast up a bill of earth . 
ditched, wheveon be gnna to delbmd the entry into the town by land." — 

Itinerary. 

t State Papers, Henry VIH, edited by Leuok, vol. yiiL, p. 167, 
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was prepared under the guidance of Lord Lisle, 
and with much personal superyision from the King him- 
self. The French fleet, uuder the command of Admiral 
D'Annebault, comprised twenty-five galleys, a hundred 
and fifty large ships, and fifty smaller vessels and trans- 
ports. In the English fleet there were a hundred and 
four vessels of war and merchantmen fitted iij) for 
warlike use, with 12,738 men of all sorts on board.* 

Lord Lisle put to sea on the 15th of June^ intending 
to anticipate the invasion by sailing boldly up to the 
mouth of the Seine, and there attacking the French 
shipping in its moorings. But a tempest drove him 
back, and he was waiting in Portsmouth Harbour, when, 
on the 18th of July, whOe the King was reviewing 
the forces, balefires on the cliff above Ventnor gave 
warning that the Frenchmen were in sight. D'Anne- 
bault anchored in Blading Harbour, and along the 
coast towards Byde. Lisle arrani^cd his ships in 
warlike order, almost within gunshot, at Spithead. 
Next morning anchors were weighed, and the guns were 
put to use. For an hour the French had the advantage. 
There was no wind to fill the English sails, and the 
French galleys made great havoc. The Great Hamj 
was almost sunk, and many others of the English 
vessels were partially disabled. The threatened defeat 

* &aU Papertt Henry yUL, edited 1^ Lbhon, voL i., p. 810. The 
English fleet was manned in gveat part hy the bold flshennen of the 

neighbourhood* whose customary work had thcrefi)ro to be undor taken 
by thoir wivi s. " Tho women of the fishers' towns," wroti- Lord Russell, 
*' eiglit or iiiiio of them, with but one boy or oiio man witli them, adven- 
ture to siiil a-lisliin<;f, sixteen or twenty niiles. lo sea, and are sometimes 
chasod home by the Frenchmen." — Slate Fa^ere, vol. i., p. 828. 
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was averted, however, by a kindly breeze from the 
west, which enabled Lord Lisle to advance against the 
enemy, to disperse their ships, and while he damaged 
many of them, to drive many others within reach of 
the guns that surmounted the earthworks around Ports- 
mouth. The Frenchmen retreated before very much 
mischief had been done to them, and Lord Lisle, satis- 
fied with his easy victory, returned to his anchorage at 
Spithead. 

The viotory was marred by one heavy disaster. The 
Martf Eose — ^ihe same vessel of six hundred tons bur- 
then which, when it was newly built two-and-thirty 
years before, Sir Edward Howard declared to bo " the 
noblest ship of sail in Christendom, the flower of all 
ships that ever sailed" — ^had done good service during 
the early part of the action. That its guns might be 
worked more efficiently, they had been removed from 
their fastenings and pointed full upon the attacking gal- 
leys of France. When the west wind suddenly arose, 
the Marp Rose tQted to the leeward, all the guns rolled 
together on one side, and so overbaLanced the vessel 
that the sea poured in at her open portholes and sunk 
her, with four hundred men on board. It was an ac- 
cident precisely similar to that which, two himdred and 
thirty-seven years later, befol the Royal George in the 
same waters. A like mischance also happened to a 
French treasure-ship. La, MfMtrem, though so near to 
Brading Haven that the wrecked vessel, its crew, and 
its Tiioney-chest were brought on shore. 

The French and English fleets met again on the 15th 
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of Angust, when D'Annebault Laving returned to the 
English coasts and done some damage to Brighton and 
the adjoining towns, was met by Lisle off Shoreham 

and forced to retire, after some desultory and uniin- 
. portant fighting. After that, the war was suspended 
for the summer^ and the peace that was concluded in 
June, 1546, put a stop to any further contest during 
the short remainder of Henry's reign, and for many 
years ensuing. Save in the loss of the Mary Bose^ 
great credit was brought to English seamanship at a 
very trifling cost of Hfe. The expenditure in money, 
judged by modern standards, was also tolerably insig- 
nificant. Of the 1,30U,U00/., however, wbicb Henry 
spent daring two years in preparation for this naval 
war, only 300,000Z. were met by the subsidy and bene- 
volence which Puiiiament granted for the purpose. 
The rest had to be obtained with not a little difdcultj, 
by pawning some of the crown lands, melting down 
' much of the royal plate and turning it into coin, pro- 
curing loans from Flemi^li merciiauU at exorbitant 
interest, and other ignoble devices.* 

Yet it was by such devices, and in succession to such 
trivial fightings as we have noticed, that Henry YIIL 
prepared the way for the greatness of England as a 
maritime power. 

• 8M» Papers, vol. i., pp. 789, 790, 814—830 ; vol. x., p. 468. It is 
worth noting that, during this brief war, tho watchword used, for the 
first timo apparently, ■vvas "God save King Ilenry !" with " T.ong to 
reign over us " for its answer— woiUa that werd ait«rwards iucojjKJiratfid 
iu the uutiuiiul authern. 
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CHAI'TEE IV. ' 

BiBAsnAir Oabot'b luam Wobk. 

[1527—1557.] 

While Henry Vlll., in his devotion to maritime affairs, 

paid almost exclusive attention to the development 
of shipping as a means of war and to the encourage- 
ment of military seamanship, the more adventurous of 
his subjects were not unmindful of those projects for 
distant voyaging and discovery which John Cabot and 
his friends had £rst made popular, and to which fresh 
interest came with every new report of the brilliant 
progress of Spanish colonization. By Papal mandate 
and the consent of nations, the more accessible parts 
of America were reserved to the people who, under 
Columbus's leadership, had gone westward to possess 
the Indies. Englishmen, if they would share in the 
fabled riches of Cathay, or in the substantial treasures 
to be found on the way to it, must seek some other 
channel; and this they were resolved to do in spite of 
the unproductive nature of the elder Cabot's labours. 
While Sebastian Cabot gave himself up, for a time 
and to a great extent at any rate, to the service of 
Spain, they continued theur endeavouis in the course 

VOL. I. G 
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he had at first pnisaed, and were led by those endea- 
vours to embark in other enterprises very helpful to the 
maritime advancement of their nation. 

The first of these emdeavontSi in Henry's reign, was 
made by Bobert Thorne, a native of Bristol and a mer* 
chant of London. His father had been connected \nth 
John Cabot in his schemes for reaching Cathay. He 
himself, when canying on his trade in Seville during 
some time previous to 1527, had made or renewed 
acquaintance with Sebastian Cabot, and out of that 
arose in him fresh interest in the projects that had been 
the delight of his boyhood. To the La Hata expedition 
which Cabot headed, in the int^^esta of Spain, in 1526, 
he contributed Iburteen hundred duaits, " principally," 
as he said, for that two English friends of mine, which 
are somewhat leamed in oosmogiaphy, should go in the 
same ships, to bring me oertain nslation of the country 
and to be expert in the navigation of those seas."* 
Early in 1527, having been written to by Dr. Lee, 
Henry VIXL's ambasaadoii at the Court of Charles V«, 
for information atoit Cathayan exploration, he re- 
plied in a learned treatise, discussing the various 
efforts made by the nations of Europe in the way of 
American colonization and discovery, and strongly 
uiging a revival of Enghah participatiQii in tiie work. 
This treatise was followed by a letter from Thome to 
King Henry himself, and by Thome's return to England, 
in company with Dr. Lee, with the avowed object of 
further setting forth his leoommendatidaa 

• HaklOTT, Divert Voyages, p. 215>. 
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It is my bonndeu duty," said the merchant, in bold 
Billue, in his letter to the King, to reveal this secret 
to yonr Grace, which hitherto, I suppose, hath been hid ; 
M'liich is, that with a small number of ships there may 
be discovered new lands and kingdoms, in the which, 
without donbt, your Grace shall win peipetnal glory 
and yonr subjects infinite profit" As peace had jnst 
been made with France, Thorne urged that the jiresent 
time was especially convenient for Henry to fulM the 
nataral desire and bonnden duty of all wise monarchs 
in respect of increasing their dominions. The world 
knows," he said, " that the desires of princes have been 
SO fervent that, to obtain their purpose, they liave in a 
manner turned the world up and down.'' But rarely 
had any prince such an easy opportnnity of doing his 
share in turning the world up and duwn as was now 
offered to King Henry. The southern, eastern, and 
western quartets of the world were already occupied, 
and any interference with them must be attended 
with great bloodshed and great waste of treiisure ; 
but the northern parts still waited for a possessor. 
They would certainly bring to their fortunate owner 
immense wealth and vast increase of power, and it was 
clear that, by the goodness of God, they had been 
reserved lor England. If there had been failure in the 
previous undertakings, conducted by the Cabots, the 
experience of thirty yean bad suggested remedies. 
" Concerning the mariners, ships and provision, an 
order may be taken much better than heretofore : the 
labour is much less, the danger and the way shorter, to 
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US than to Spain and Portugal. Concerninr^ the navi- 
gation, it is very clear and evident that the seas that 
oominonly men say that, withont very great danger* 
dffficttlty and peril, it is impossible to pass, those same 
seas be navigable, and \Yithont any such danger but that 
ships may pass, and have in them perpetual clearness 
of the day, nvithout any darkness of the night ; which 
- thmg is a great commodity for the navigants to see at 
all times round about, as well the safeguards as the 
dangers." In that region of perpetual daylight, about 
the North Pole, there would he ice and coldness, it was 
true; bnt Thome urged that those obstacles wonld soon 
be overpassed, and tlien the voyagers woidd have open 
sea and temperate climate lor all the rest of their way. 
Dangers and darkness had not hindered the Spaniards 
and Pcrtngaese from discovering strange realms to their 
great advantage ; and if Englishmen were deterred on 
these accounts, said the merchant, it will seem your 
Grace's snbjects to be without activity or courage, in 
leaTing to do this glorious and noble enterprise." 

Thome proposed that an ex[)edition should sail from 
England in a nortli-westerly direction till it reached the 
shores visited by John Cabot just thirty years before, 
and then proceed northwards till it had passed out of the 
icy region into the warmer climate which he believed to 
'be in the ncighbom-hood of the Korth Pole. "Then,** 
he. proceeded, " it may be at the will and pleasure of 
the mariners to choose whether they will sail by the 
coasts that be cold, temperate, or hot. If they will go 
towards the orient, they shall enjoy the regions of till 
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the Tartarians that exiend towards the said-day, and 
from thence they may go and prpceed towards th9 limd 

of the Chinese, and from thence to the land of Cathay 
Oriental; and if from thence they do continue their 
navigation, following the coast that retoros towards the 
ooddent, they shall iall in Malacca and so jn all the 
Indies we call Oriental ; and following that way they 
may return hither by tlie Cape of Good Hope, and thus 
tbey shall compass the whole world. And if tJbb^y shall 
take their course, after they be passed the Pole, towards 
the Occident, they shall go in the back-side and south 
seas of the Indies Occidental, and so they may return 
through the Straits of Magellan thi^ country, and so 
compass the world that way. And if they go right 
towards the Pole Antarctic, and then decline towards 
the lands and islands situated between the Tropics and 
under the Equinoctial, without doubt they shall find 
there the richest lands ^jd inlands in the world* of gold, 
precious stones, balms, spices, and other things that we 
here most esteem." Thus ])y each of the tlu-ee routes 
which it was possible to take — the three routes which 
Thome wasi the first to describe .an4, which all Jat«r 
Arctic voyagers have attempted to follow or to improve 
upon only in detail — sure success was promised. " By 
this it appeareth," said Thome in the cpnclusion of 
his ivgumenti ^< that .your Grace shall haye not only a 
great advantage of riphes, bat also yomr snbgecU shall 
not ti'avel half of the way that otbexs do which go 
roupd ab9ut as albre^d.""^ 
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Theee fair |»omke§^brok<m a hundred tunes at 

generation after greneration of Arctic adventurers was 
tempted by them to embark upon an enterprise "whoso 
histpiry is witkout a parallel for its constant course of 
failnre and for the excellent benefit that resulted, in 
spite of and even in eonseqnence of the faihire, to the 
English character for pluck and. perseverance — were 
broken for the first time in the very year in wbioh they 
were uttered. Henry Vlll. listened to them, and in 
the summer of 1 "(i-T sent out "two fair ships, having in 
them divers cuiming men, to seek strange regions ;\ and 
among the cunning men ms a Canon of Saint Paul's, 
"a wealthy man and a great mathematidan," wboee 
name has not come down to ns. The shij>s were the 
Mary of Quildford, of which John Kut was captain, and 
th^ Sampaim. They left Plymouth on the 10th of Juba, 
and sailed brayely up to old John Oabot's New-found- 
land, which they rear'iod on the 21st of July. Tlience 
they proceeded a little Vurther north; but they soon 
lost heart We found many great islands of ice arid 
deep water,'' as Captain But said in a letter to Oardiiial 
Wolsey, " but w^e found no sounding, and then we 
durst ^^o no further to the northwaixi for fear of more 
ice/' While seeking for some place of safety, the shqis 
were parted by a storm, and the Stmpson was mew 
heard of afterwards. The Mar?/ of Guildford sou^^ht her 
few: ten days, and then her mariiiei"s, believing that she 
was wrecked, and fearing that they also would be lost if 
they waited any longer in the region of ice, turned back 
and put into a harbour of the >«ew-fouiid-iaiid, aud 
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thence, after making some further search for their 
missmg oomiadesy eame back to England in Ootober.* 

That, as far as "we know, was the last experiment 
in Arctic Tova2:iii2: made by Henrv VIII. Of the 
private enterprises conducted during his xeign very 
Httle is reoorded. There is only one about which aaj 
details at all hare come down to us, and many of these 
details are hardly credible. The chief promoter of this 
expedition was one Master Here, of London, a lawyer 
who dabbled in cosmography^ audi with more oeal than 
wisdom, sought to emulate ike projects of the Cabots. 
In 1536 he so far interested others in his views that, 
with the assistance of several geutlemeu of the Iinis of 
Court and other people ol substance^ and with King 
Henry's sanction, her managed, to leare Gravesend at the 
end of April in charge of two ships, the Trinity, of 140 
tons burthen, and the Minion, which was. somewhat 
smaller. His crew comprised thirty gentlemen <'of 
good worship,*' and seveaty persons of meaner soit. 
Tiiis company sailed westward, with a curve to the 
south, and after two inomtlis' voyaging, touched laud for 
the first time near Gape Breton Isla Passing thence 
towards the north-east they arrived at an island which 
they called the Isle of Penguins, because it was well 
stocked with great fowls, ajiparently our Newfoundland, 
which earlier Toyogen^ delighted with ita atore of fiah, 
hod called the Isle d God or Baocalaoa, and diffeieat 

• Pdbcbab^ Bit I'ilgrimg, vol. iii., p. 809 ; HakhTSTt, Voyages (copying 
from Hall and GwSton), yoi iii., p. 129. The acconnts are contradictory 
And betb eKfaomely m^a^re. 



Digitized by Google 



88 ^VMfa^ofMftiiet^Bm, cc»».ir, 

{raiii"ih6'tnaililand*t>f iLalbitniki^ whidh (was^hn -(StM^ 

New-found-land. They had c^reat enjoyment from the 
birds and birda'> eggs which they found upon this island. 
Dhey^alB^ Ba^'8ikd\kiiledia'ikii|Ddber of blacfe eaaA vMHef 
hutn^ aad *<^itook 'them • for no' ibad- hadJ^ • It ifr 'i&eiy* - 
that they idled here too long, and waerted the provisions 
that should hare been husbanded for the timiO' when 
th0y liad leaUj -enleiBd ^ their Aietie Yoyagfag^i Lit 
aiiy vate, leaving Newfdimdliiiid^ tihey! kit aHtlfciskf 
good fortune behind them. • ' " • "v- 

' They sailed northwards along the coast of Labrador^ 
and gja^'ehase^ to a few noithm wlu>ioluiie oUtan ai booli 
to ]bok alt- tiiettu Bnt whlsmtlMir 8tore»W€ire<^zfaaiii|t»d/ 
and thoy were forced to land in search of food, they 
tbund nothing to eat. loe-covered rocks and huge pine- 
Ibr^stft were-befipre ik&m atid amtid -tliemy tot^&o kod^ 
and no natiyes of Whom ? food, by- lair' -moanS' or 'fbui, 
could be procured. At last they were reduced to such 
straits, that, according to the testimony of one of the 
patty,, when thfej wanderod idbomt mitkemids^ two'aiid 
two together, in OBansk ef anytidngiiiiaft'OOiild 'flatfflfy 
their hunger, it often happened that one fellow killed 
his mate while he stooped to take up a root for his 
relief, amd, euttiiig'oatpieoea of hia ixidy^ Avhoxa lpeihttd 
murdered, farofled ttie cfafiie'Oii Ite coals «aid greedily 
devoured them." Once one of the party, discovering d 
smell of cooked flesh about a comrade, reproved him 
Sox haying food and iiot fihaving it ivithliis ^sends* - ^If 
thou wonld needs ' kilow/' • answered the man^ tho 
biOiled meat that I had waa a piece of such a man's 
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hum aadiilNilipraetices, to have patience, and to trust 
in God. But even he had to give way to the cravings 
ofiumger and agree t&&|daD,ibo dQcidiiig.% lolwhaof 
tbd paffly .'Ahookl be eateni when'aiwaly of eaeaipe.iftm 
openML-.i'^Stu^iwwr the mercy of God," says the sur- 
vivor who told the tale, " that, the stime night, arrived 
a/Pre&ch vessel, well viotuaUied; »MKl'dtudi "was tfaiB 
fMay of Iha fiogjiishi ttiiat Ahe^ became, mtalbem of the 
same." With the stolen vessel those who were left of 
tlie party made their way hack to England in October. 
Xhe ifjrenchmea followed them, in the yesseLi that Hore'a 
comfuitj^- had desfirtod^iattd clanniadirestifcatiDiL of their 
gooda; wheteupon EingtHenry, we aie told, "was bo 
moved with pity for liis subjects* distress, that he 
punishod them not, buit with his own pufie made full 
aDd.ioifFal.]»eomp6nse to the f^noh/'^^ 

•{FhaA is the sttxy ef Here's expedition as it has come 
dbwn to us from the report of one of the mariners. It is 
dearly exaggerated in jmrts, and we may fairly hope that 
the aecbimt»o£ eamdhaUam is a tiaveUer's apociyphal 
It is iondent) however, that the expeditioii failed 
•Weirly, and it seems to have been followed by no other 
attempts at Arctic voyaging during J^enry's reign. 
•^.''Verj^ ecM» afiter JEUward YL's accessioii thtee was 
&8ioiisvreaewal /of ihe rworhM- Evesh energy came wifti 
flebaatian Gabot's return to England in 1548. Six^and- 
thirty yeaifij before, not liking Henry's treatment of him, 
hej had gone -to ^ait^ andy with the exception of the 

.'■"Ji« i -, - HAKEOTr, vol. iii., pp. 129— 181, ' 
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enterprise in whieli, in 1517, he had embarked with 

Sir Thuiiius Spert, lie had been a servant of Ferdinand 
the Catholic and C'hailcs the Great all through that 
time. King JSeory'a death induced him, at the age of 
seventy^ieven, to oome back to the land of hiB birth, 
and he was honourably received bv Edward YL and his 
subjects. The young lisjikf^ made him Graud Piiot of 
Sngland, with a salarj of lUfSL a jear and general 
aiiperviskm of the maritime affaire of the ooontry and 
important work was at once found Wn- liim in settlement 
of the disputes, long growing, that had just then reached 
their, heighl^ between the Greoriaa merchants oi the 
Steelyard, a colony of foreigt^ tradere ezistiug during a 
dozen generations in the heart of London, and the 
colli] )any of tlie IVIerchant Adventurers of i^Bkgland. 
Foe his good offices in this matter he received a reward 
of 2001 from the Orowa in 155Lt There are records of 
other services perlormed by him, tliiougliout King 
Edward YI.'s brief reign, in the interests of commertie 
and navigation* t 

But, though aaa old man of fonmoore years, he was as 
yotmg as ever in dtnotion to the projects that had 
occupied his youth. In 1552 he took advantage of the 
great stagnatm of trade which just thea was xesoltiifig 
fyom the disturbed condition , and warlike attitude 
Europe. "Our merchants," says one of his friends, 
" perceived the commodities and wares of England to he 

* IlAKLrrr, vol. iii., p. 10; R-niER, vol. xv,. p. 427. 
t Si'iiYPE, Jlixlfviotl Memorials, vol. ii , p. 495. 
X BiDJOi^E, Menunrs of Sebastian CahoU p. 176, Ac- 
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hk imttH request with the countries and people about us 
and near unto us, and that those merchandizes which 
strangera in th« time acnd memory 6f ttmr ancestors did 
•eaniestly seek amd desife -wei^ new -neglecied and tiie 
pfiee thereof abated, althonn^h bv us carried to their own 
ports." Accordingly, " certain grave citizens of London 
and men of great wi^om and carefnl for the good of 
^mt country, began to think with* tkemeel^ hoW 
ihfs mischief miglit be remedied." In tlieir trouble 
they took counsel with Cabot, and, " after much speech 
and conferenee together/' were induced by him to make 
anotkep effoit for the searok and discovery of tke 
norttlehi part of the world, to o[)en a way and passage 
to our men for trarel to new and unknown kingdoms."* 
' The notion at once (Obtained great &voiir in £&g;laiid. 
A ^Mystery and Company of Merehant Adyentoreife 
for the discovery of regions, dominions, islands, and 
places unknown," was straightway formed, with two 
hundred and forty subsdibecs ' of 2dl. apiece^ and 
Sebastian Cabot for its Governor; and immediate 
•tops were taken for putting to good use the 6,000?. 
thus collected. Skilful shipwrights were employed in 
eonstructing, out of the best seasoned oak that could be 
prdbured, tkree tesseb i» strong as in those days it was 
'poffiible to make them. These vessels were sheeted 
with lead, at that time a novel expedient for protection 
from worms, well saj^lied with every kind of necessary 
furniture, and stocked with an abundant store of suitable 

* Clement Adams, oited by £dbn, D9oad» of tiW New WoHd, 
fol. 2u6. 
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voyafdng.* • • • t 

• .Xhe next cax^ was to hriug together a competent 
or^w^ and plaoa it. wodat. tbe cbMPge.i^f effieicBt cap^ 
ItMns. ISany {gnarant. pevtoiMi>.w«tare told* olamour^ 
for the leadership. But Cabot aud his mtrchant-coun- 
seiUw wisely ^Qhoaei ni^ > ^tted ifor the. vviork • Among 
the common sailois were some who afterwards t diai 
tipgiushed fhei^selvefl in. maritiM • histor^^WlNiam 
BuiTOws, who wrote a work on navigation, aud became 
Comptroller of th^ .!Na^iy, and Arthur- (P^t> in especiaL 
St^l^em Burroqgbv . who in dui& tipi»eki90Be.;tO/fiU .tiikcl 
plfHS^ ihen heljd by Cabot aa.CU^f ,P9a^ of: Eagiandi 
after engaging in several later voyages of discovery, 
master of, the largest vessel. The supreme, conx' 
mand was.givQn fio^Sur Hiigh..WiUoiaghh|r,,)«]»^ pre^ 
Tiqns.caxeer is.mAr^ownitp.iUy but* wiho oomMiided 
himself to his contemporaries as a most valiant gentle- 
man and wellborn," of excellent statnre, and famous 
for his .siugular . ^kHX ia, the «86r.vj£ea .of .;«rar."t - In 
Wfx^g^ and g^roqa.jbeiriiigi at aaj rate, Jhe/piOTefl 
woiihy pt the trust plaoed im him ; butia yet betteor 
man, as it seems, was liicliarci Chancelor, the second 
in command. He had bcjen - brought up in the houach 

hold, 9f §ir , Henry gi^fty, VL'a ^d^am^t 

friend, the father of Sir Philip Sidney, and tthe aoaa of 

that Sir William Sidney who was associated with Sir 

.^wa^d^ioward.iu ^.<^i^.%htii^iiM l^l^ >x- .mu. 

* CLuuiNT ADA3IS, cited by £naff, Decades of the New World, fol. 256. 
t iML 
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• iiwft^ to 

t Ohftnoelor hadMllready dfetingWWhed himself in sea- 
faring, having in 1550 frone with one Eoger Boden- 
ham on a trading expedition to tllfe ImaM* Cabot 
^d dlseoraed >iii8 wotth, and limped him in hns fitndfes 

*f owmography.t He-VM x^K)«6t)?«tO''h{B present post at 
the recominendation of Sidney, who made a speech 
before the ooau(di of meroBlE^ i^hich 'k ^drth list^> 

-'1 '^MyVeiytwJwiipjW'fWertdd;^ lie said, "I cannot but 
greatly commend your present godly and virtuous inten- 
tion in the fierious enterpnaingy^the singular loV^ yoi^ 
hoax t6'y^<»imtiy,1irtt'faiattej^lii(*, Iliope,'wi!! {ittn^g 
]^v^!tMk fbt ihk liattdA, fend bonodrable to this our land. 
Which intention of yours we also of the nobility £ure 
ready, to our power, to help and fiifthe^ ; neither da we 
hfM ajayHking' to.dear and pi^cid&B'Untd us, vMch. we 
iwU tte« i«jUingly forego and^Ay (mt fti' so' c6tomendable 
a cause. But principally I rejoice in myself, that I 
have nounflbed and maintained that wit which "is like, 
bjr Sonne tti^amfi in 'lsome Imeasure, to ptc»fit and 
ipeGd']ym in this iMorthy action; Bttt I wmM 
ttdirlibye you ignorant of this one thing, that I do now 
fjort with Cbancelor, not because I make little reckon- 
ing of tbe'miEin;ior tlb^ hk mabtenance is bnidensom^ 
toi*cilaigeiMe mno^ me, but thkt ft^a nmy'concbive' and 
toidefstand my goodwill and promptitude for the 
furtharanoe of this business, and that the autho(rity 
and estimdtioii whjehi he di<^9brte«h riiayjbfe given hid. 
^oa knpw theymim by repo^t^ I by experience ; you by 

* Hakluyt, vol. ii., p. 99. f Edbn, fol. 357. 
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iforcki, I by deeds; you by speech and cmnpaQy, but I 

by the daily trial of his life have a full ctnd perfect 
kuowkdgo of him. And you are also to remember into 
bow maay perils^ for your sakes and his camiir/s love^ 
be bas now to nin ; tvbaretif it is requisile that we \» 
not uiiinindfal, if it please God to send liim good suc- 
cess. We commit a littie mouey to the chance and 
basttkrd of. fortune; be'OOBtnauts bis li£», a blessiiig to' 
a man of all tbings tike mest dear, to the raging sea' 
and the imcertainties of inanv dauirers. We shall hero 
live and rest at home quietly with our friends and 
aoquaintanees ; but be in< the asieantime, iabounng to 
keep the ignonurt aad uniuiy marinefs itf good order 
and obedience, with how many cares shall he trouble 
and vox himself? with, how many troubles shall he 
l»eak himself? and how many disquietiiiigs shall be bo 
forced to snstam ? We'idudl keep our own ooasts and 
country ; he shall seek strange and unknown kingdoms, 
iie shall commit his safety to barbarous and cruel 
peoplsy and shallibaiard bis life antongat thi» i&onstrotKl 
and terrible besists CKf the sea.. - Wherelbi^ in' xespeet of 
the greatness of th^ dangers and the excellency of fags 
charge, you are to favour and love the man thus de- 
parting fixxn us, andy' if it iaU so happily out that 
be retum again» it iB>yoiirpart and dntyalso libeiftdly 
to reward bim.'** • • ♦ , . ♦ . . 

What Sir Henry Sidney thouglit of liichard Chancelor, 
all liingland thought of the < expedition of which Wiik*' 
lougbby and Chaneefer lirece the leisidBra, « Afl;ep.nearly 
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a year spent in preparations, all thingd were ready for 
its depurture in May, i553. The little fleet oondsted 
«f three vemels, the Bona Esperanza, Willoughby's 
sh^, of 12U tons burthen, the Edward Bonavmdwre, 
with Kichard Chancelor lor its captain, of 160 toci8» and. 

Bona Oanfideniia, of 90 taiu» each with a pumaee 
and boat attadhed te it The company comprised a 
hundred and fifteen onicers and men at", all grades, 
includiBg eleven merchante aad otne (jacaon.'^ Wil- 
lougphby was provided irith aareial copiea of a euxioua 
letter written by Edward VI. to "the kings, princes, 
and other poteutatcs inhabiting the north-east pai't of 
the world, towards the mighty emplce «f . Oathay," 
written on LaUo r Greek, and othesr languages, proposing 
aUianee with them, and asking permission for the pas- 
sage of his servants througli their dominions.t He waa 
also furnished with an elaborate series- of inatructiaQS, 
which were tabe lead aloud in each ah^ once a week 
for tiie gnidaBoesof b6th officers «nd seamen. In these 
steiolt)bedience was enjoined, and absolute authority in 
enforcing it was given to the superior officers. It was 
e9|)ecially ordeoed, <«tbHt. no blaaphamiBg of > God or 
detestable 'Oivearuiig he used in «ny ehip,- nor * commnm* 
catwn of ribaWiy, iUthy tales, or ungodly talk and 
"that neither dicing, carding, tabling, aiox other deTihsh 
games be irequented, whereby ensueth not only poverty 
toiheplayeiia^ but.ilsD atrife, variance, braiwling, fight- 
lafc 'and oftentimes murder, to the utter destiniction of 
the parties, and provoJiiug of God a aiost just wruth and 

♦ HAKLtJTT, TOl. i., p. ^ J^frf., pp. 257, 258. 
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8?n>rd>oCi TeB^^ce*"^ "Mooming and emdng prayers^ 
"witli other services, were to be used by tlie crew ; but, 
in dealing with any stmngers they might meet, they 
were ^u^ io^ diselo^e 'thd itittto. tof 'our'reMgion, but 
to pass H ow>iiV8llidtib6iriMtllcrttl aitiy dMlorittioil'bf ii; 
seeming to bear A\ith such laws and rights as the place 
hath." The mariners were to make every effort to under- 
Btand the natuies and 'duipofiitibiifei 'otf* the peo^e, ittid 
men and'ivbiii^ were to^Wtemlpted, ^•^ithoitdtioMoe 
or force," to visit the English ships ; " the persons so 
taken to be well entettained^ used and apparelled, to 
the •inAent 'thait h8= ott^iriie' diay allttrei l^thets to dm# 
ni^'to 0h^w>i&^icomaioditdB8r >ftad*if the penBohttdbeift 
be made drank with your beer ot tfine," it was slily 
added, " you may knpw the secrets of hie heart" Oii 
the ' vhdd, hdmewt; a 'vevy < hi^< molality wafs^ enjoiiBedr, 
and Ter)^ worthy ohje<rt»^rt»«nlbiN»d.*'^'' 

The little fleet saikd from Deptford on the 10th of 
May. On the 11th it passed Greenwich, wherd the 
Court iro8'4ta7big*> < Edwaffd YL^ooald Mfc eiMiie 46tit tb 
honoi]v it with his further sanction, as he then ky to hlft 
death-bed ; but the courtiers rail out and crowded with 
the common ^people to cheer it as it passed, and the 
8hip» sent toth 4 peal til iotdmuooe; with tbe nd6e <^ 
whidi WQ0'joh)ediihe 'iii6iry 'diotitii^*^ 
Hardly had they passed Hairwich^ however, before 
Chancelor discovered that part of the victuals provided 
for their use were akeady rotten, and that many of the 
hogsheads of inne wete> leaking^ alid'he-feaxed thtitiUhe 

* HAXLtm, ToL i., pp. 251-255. 
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food would net ' kst oat^ the ^i^e. . Bia natonbl md 
£KUierly affeetba ako Bomewhat t])oid>led']ura,*' we ^ittsa 
tdd; <*for he left beliiud liim his two little sons, which 
were in the cas© of orphans if he sped not well."* But 
tbal^ thougU wat not aiUowed to biadevihinM and it was 
fe99)e4 thatyiithey tusaed back £ur fbesh provi9ion8» tha 
ammer would be too far gone for them to do anything 
that year. . So they hastened on* ' • - 

The plan appeioted by Cabot m lor WiUonghby 
aAd..bb cpmpany Ball iioithward past the eoast of 
Komay, and thence to proceed as nearly due east as 
th^ could until they had passed the whole northern 
oea^t o£ and were iahLeto<tii]aBL soathltaai and maka 
tteir .«ay 'to .wint waa supposed to be' the entfaie of 
Oatbayj really the north-eastern part of China. This 
was thought to be a better route than that attempted 
long before by Gabot asd* hb- &4)iAr, orr tha mm am 
^peeiaHy teamiaettded' hf fltobait Thome, in .1927, 
winch, was to . take the voyagers straight across the 
Koi th Pole and ) being ^thean oat on the other side ctf 

«^gl0ba y , ...,'8.....'. . • 

M:WiUai]|g^byr ibUowwd :fais dsMotiona as fkr 'asihewas 
aWa-'fJEHa neached the Lufloduu I^les ou the 2ud of 
-^"gU8t> and sailed on;past the Noflh Cape, intending 
tQ eater^a iharbonrrcm<4^e JboideiB of Laiilapd^tandtthere 
wait foT'a p£kyt« whp^i the b^eapld^ of the distridi told him, 
raMldtbe^afale to help him ou his way. "But when we 
would have entered thoiliarbour," he said, in his journal . 
^^evA (ume snob, iawa of .wind and. tenihie wind- 

VOL. I. n 
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wiDjds, thfiiwe were noi^ able to ,b^ar jOytViM^ bl^ Tjud^p 
were constrained to take the sea again. And that night, 
by violence of wind,p,nd thicknege of mists,,we were i^q^ 
able to keepp to|^1jtieT within i^h^ a^d tbep ftbo^ vii^> 
ni^ht Yfe lost oar, piimiK)^^ ^bicb n^as a di9eoipfo|t igf 
V$^** Kext n^oming, th^ fog being dispersed, Wil- 
loughby discovered the Bona Confidentia ; but the 
Edward Bona^^ '^^uch yap Chanp€f)o]:'s ^hip^ jqr^ 
nowhere to be^ sea^ The Admiral f^^r^f^v^f If^' 
ing a vain search, determined to. procejfd ^ith the^two 
smaller vessels. , , 

. He »ftUed due and on the 14t^ of Augu3t,^che4 
th!e 'coast of Nova ^Ze^nbla.* ..ThQiipe he proqee^jrf 
nortiiMfards for , three day& But, on the 18th,.fin<}ii:^ 

no harbour in wliich lie could- repair some damage that 
ha^ b(^en done to the^ JBpna^ConJ^ntia^ aadj bein^^Jif^r 
vented frpm ^ui^or voya^i^^^p th^ ^^^^i dirjeeti(n3L,,l^ 
a beayy, wind ilutt set in from the north-east, he tui^^ 
back and sailed southwards and then westward. He 
seems to have lost heart, or at any rate to have cony 
eluded t^at it wae^ impo^si^O; to .procecj^ . fiirthejr ox^ jthe 
route to Cathay without repairing his shipe^ and obtainr 
ing fresh supplies of food. He sailed slowly back, keep: 
ing as near to the m^in l^d as be 
for ^ suitfbje ,h^bai]r. at ivhid\ to p^j^ iifijtil^^^^th^ 

'WOn BilNbikx, iii^lk'MWal^ve^ of Voyages totoar^ (He )^i)rlh-W&i 
^HtJAttyi Societ]r, lB4Si)l pp. iv-HMxii, taft deaxly ebbwn tiiat the poiiit 

here reached by "Willougbby was Nova 55embla, a^id not Spitzbcrgcn, as 
has bcou generally asserlwl. Dr. Bkkk 1ms <j:\Vim further jiroof of this 
ia bis Three Vot/ages by tiie $<ori^i-Kaal toteaxds CaUia/y and Chirm, www 



Digitized by Google 



Wmtk of September, 'he reacheii t^e same poinV at which 

he had been separated from Cliancelor six weeks be- 
ioie. This was a small haven on the coast of Lapland, 
lie^ the mouth 6t the Warsina.' ^*'lliis liaveii/^ we 
reali oil the fdat j^age of Willbiighby s journal', run- 
neth in the main a1)out two leases, and is in breadth 
half a league, wherein were very many seal ^hes and 
Other great fishes, and ' upon t^e' main we saw Ibears, 
^at deer, foxes, with diverii gtrknge tjeastsi'as gnloines " 
—apparently elks — " and such other which were to us 
unknown and also wondc rful. Thus remuininor in tliis 
iUkVeii the space of a' wee^ seeing the^'year far ^ent, 
aiid 'also '^ery evii weather; sB' ^rost,' siibw/'and^liail, we 
thoutrht best to winter there." He and the sixtv men 
who were with him never left it^ Two years afterwards, 
travellers found their bones, their papers, aiu^ other 
j^em'ains, with evidence itist' i^mie 'o^ tWm at any rate, 
Willoughby among the number, were alive in January, 
1^4. ^ It would seem that they died of cold and 
Hiihger.*'' ''•*' ' ' *" ' ' 

*'(niu8 y ii^lf^bty p^i^ihe^ tlie m^^^^ Bope'bf Sebastian 
Cabot's north-east t i ll expedition. l iiehard Ohancelor 
was more I'oilunate^ His ship having been separated from 
othet t wo diiriiig the stiiii of 'the'2nd of August. 
HiiS^t|'fic^'ol<«iii|iibUy^'^^^ been 
issued in anticipation of such a mischance, to Wardluis, 
the eastermuost point of Norway. There he waited for 
s^Y;^ '^A>^;abd 'jllien^ had been 

iMt^tflei'Ottt «JiiiiB vjopoii tb»-piojefltedt voyage^ Some 

* Haklvyt, vol. i., pp. 258 — 2G3 ; I*lkcha8, vol. ili., p. 403. 
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SiDOtch ttadm 'vMrxi'fke me« at Watdhus, it is recorded 
by tlire fKtod 'to S^hbUi fie described Hii^' adventures, 

** began earnestly to dissnarle him from the fiirtlior pro- 
secution of the discovery, by amplifying the dangers 
irhich he wds 't<> &U into, idid omitted no reason tbai 
tvii^ht sem to t!tat i(nir])ose ; but' hef, holding notbing 
so ignominious and ro]iroachluI as ineonstanc}' and levity 
of mind, and persuading himself that a man of valour 
(xmldiiot conimit ja more di^h6n6urable ^>art than for 
fSsar'df danger' to' ar^oid and 'shtml 'grea^ attempts, was 
nothinpf at all changed or discouraged with the speeches 
and words of the Scots." l^fost of his crew desired to 
go home; btit aU agreed to submit to his orders. Tbere- 
:fi>re'tliey sailed on, in what predse direction we are ndt 
informed, until they came to "a place where they found 
no night at all, but a continufd light and brightness of 
the son shining clearly upon the hu^ and mighty sea.^' 
If that' i^eport be true, they must hare gone far n6rtii 
and entered the region of tlie long arctic day. But in 
that case, they turned back again. The first place which 
we knoW thein' t6 haye visited was' in ' the neighbour- 
hood of tiie ^WUfte' Sea.' "They enteied It knd itiai^e 
friends witli the natives. These natives treated them 
kindly, and sent a messenger to their Emperor to in- 
form Mm of " the arrival of a straoge nation." Witlbi- 
out de!iiiy;i(he Bmpieror 6f Musoovy sent to 'incite C?han- 
celor to Moscow. He went thither, was courteously 
entertained, made close observation of tlie liabits of the 
people, and effected a commercial treaty with the 
Emperor. - The prosj^ects of new trade thus opened. 
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iMui long clel^ om^qju^^t (^u hip.yisfiti^ A(p90ow>« 
induced him to abao-don for the present any finther 

voyaging to the east, and to go iKmio at oiioe with 
the letter of friendship to Edward. YX..-.^^^^ 
Jbeeai entrust^ tp him hj ih» iDmp^io^ and , p;ith 
mw^j suVstaiitial proofs of th^ .^4,:W0v¥ .h^ h«d 
done.* 

The loss of Willoughby and tw.p .qf, thq . tjar^e ehi|>e , 
jBant ^t^ hin^r a^d ^Chaiicebr's sapc^ ii^, .Q^i^sli^ 
induced the Herchant Adventurers wl|o had .fitted . oQt 
the expedition to alter their purposes. ** The discovery 
(ff, regions^ dominions, i^uds, and p^f^ untoowOi" 
was given up, and the.asaooiatiion becanue^vby a. chiirf»r 
^of Queen If ary, 49'ted February, 1555, " The Fellow- 
ship of English Mereliants for Discovery of New ^J'rades," 
afterwards ,better knov^u .as The JVIi^scovy o^. Jii^si^ 
Cpmpany..., ^^early every y^ar one or moco Qi^pedjlions, 
important from a commercial point of view, weire 
despatclied, and work of geographical uiipurtance was 
doi^e in exploratioiu of the noiithem. coa^t .of Bussia. 
T|ie; most' memorable, of these was a. voyage mode by 
Stephen Burrough, who had beeit master of the JGIIuwmi 
IJoiuivoiiure under Wihoughby, and who was now 
. ^ptainpf the|6WrcMiri/i{, for discovery in the. direction 
c«£ ny:er Ojby« .9e examined thct, southern parts of 
Kova Zei^ibla,. and went veiy near to ihe mouth of .the 
Oby, when the impenetrable ice drove him back. In 
1580, Arth\ir^ J?et, another of Willoughby 's followers, 
ypsit^d the .Hfiiji^e i^ons» and wae driven haok by the 

* OmsHT ▲»A]i%.cito4 hy Enw; also isi Hakluzt. 
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same ^atuft iiAfttef4ail» tib> ilfl to i»o rth y fl<ite»pit'.(at^ 
finding ^ in<N^4ea8te|»i passage . / to « the Indies Has 
attempted by Englishmen under the Tudois. 
BiQhar(i.€lianceloF made one otlier joo]|i^j: jto BiiMn.* 

first Bmakiii aittbdesadfxr to- tfee Eiiglkh coart Jiil' 

])as6(;nger, his ship, the same Edncard Bonaventure in 
which h» hafiLmade his iiiBt vayige> was didten ashord 
by a 8tonaffat)JPiliBligoydBijt]Mii:i&^^ 
there ibrixedi Hiitpieeee.JHncmg thel>f«dksw fChaooelovj. 
"using all carefnbaess for the safety of the body of the- 
ambassado]) juuithis ti»in«" . placed thecfisroignei^ im 
ship's bolit iua/BteiiiriiEyi tine-.tmok^appeAred kumdnoBA^'^ 
and sought tofOimYi^y ftihidin at oiice<i»t ld]idj<>^iit; s^s 
the chronicler, " the same boat, by rigorous waYes of 
the seas, wag by daikinight overwhelmed and drownjedj^ 
wh6t^^peidBhed'liQA(onlyiiiha<bcklyiitf rtheiaaidi Giand^ 
PHot, wit1i-'SeRrenr'tEii980B, 'lMt alao'ditensIof-tliO'ihaifiiMih. 
of the ship; the noble personage of the ambassador, 
with »iiew//othier%^by God's preseorvtation and special 
&V01UV 'onfy irifliMiDXRh'' idiffienUy^ isavedJ'^: <6(ii tiiai^ 
aftefr adlf i'GhanofW« • itvot JitH^li aon0i''t * mrere>' inn lba( 
case of orphans." • ' ' ■ ' ' " " 'f"^* • . . ■» 

Sebastian Cabot did not long survive his youag idk^i 
oiple* ' ij^ti4diaiiiia|itiitittQi o£(1^ 'MmiEDVTyfQtoipim^yilM 
was appomted<atl9^0et8(ftibl* f^flife^< ibFt«BMngt>4>(f&i|f 
chicfest Hviier forth of tthe' enterprise and Stephenf 
Bun'ough, in his accountiiof his voyage in the ^leamki 
thrifty tells bow ^'f, the good old ^jg^tleman^ Master 
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wai&6B;^<i«i^t-t6*GfAYe8Biid'tei inspcter^tiib'ahip prmdus: 
to its depaitnre. i' Master' Gabot,'' adfds 'Burrough, 
" gave to the poor most liberal alms, wishing them to 
pray for tiie good JortuDe and .prol9pet«pi^siu)ce98 oi th6« 

hat were in the company great cheer ; aad, for ver\ 
joy that» <ke kftd to >see the towardness of ouri intended 
diB009»y|^e ei^tmd >ilft(i:tbeidaBe90 >liiiii8e]i('aiiKlDg*tlid • 
i«cl0 the ywhii^' flOlQli'kisty cdmpany; whitik ^JieHig 
eaded, he and his friends departed^ modt gently com^ 
noisnditig us to tiie igoy^rnaiice of Almighty iGodw" : ^ • { i 

>.{Wi4k• that^pli^aattnt'ldB#;0lf? Qab(Dt/giD«iiig; jfl(bn»rratiid 
•dineaigv// at i (the <jag9 • bf r eighty ^four^ to sbfilw? • itts • aym*-* 
pathy with the adyenturers in that work of arctic dis- 
doirery^ to which his long life liad-ibtoii^¥pted^> we 
almiMiiiiloieilBigfaEbtifiJiimL. rfib •appilfaai nereif tto liolre} 
bnbij&iifafGiuitritib Queai^GMEaryland iirfnr Spariulfibilrail- 
band^ who owed him an old grudge for ^vithd rawing 
himself from the vaeryioe of ilSpaia; and it is supposed 
teikaare' beniivin*att(Outtittiibt»fii^ tojsk ftpites ftHati hd mm 
forced, on the 27ih of May, 1557, to resigiuldf appoiaft- 
ment as Grand Pilot of England,t and only allowed 
two dayet aiterwards to resume it in partQerBlu|> with; a 
WiiHaa^(iWi[>i4iiin|^n4i Cabot'a ioldiia^^ma^i.thave 
Inabf'BidBdieBt teaaoii'ilili! tbia*ciuai)3«V Meads* of 
Eliglish enlerpriae declared that in Worthington's apt 

• Uakluyt, tor; 274. 
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pointment the office of Grand Pilot, to the great hin- 
drance of the commonwealth, was miserably tamed to 

private uses. '* I*osterity, at any rate, owes no grati- 
tude to William Worthinf^n. He seems to have done 
nothing in the interests of commerce and navigation; 
and by Lim, or those to whom he confided them, were 

lust ail the cliails and documents, in illustration of his 
own and other men's voyages of discoyery which Cabot 

had been 'collecting fbr^G^cty years, t ^ 
Our last view of Cabot, eminently chaxacteristie of 

the man, is on liici deutli-bed. During liis last hours, 
we are told, the tiiougUts ^gxui^jirishqS; tjl^t had been 
with him, aU. through life were . asi str9i^.a8 eyer. £^ 
talked flightily to his friend Biqhar^. JSd^ aboat-^ 
divine revelation made to him as to an infallible way. 
of iindiug the longitude of any place, which he was mi, 
allowed to di/sclo^e ti^ the world »t and. then h^ diod^ 
certamly not l,eqs tbaii eighty^fiye y^azs old* : CoHf 
cerning the date and place of his death we have no 
information, in the turmoil of lejigipps pei-secutioai 
he and his cherished pxgects. wcjre dmoat ^oi^gotjt^ 
But the projects ^iiere. J^eviye^ ^ better n|l9 q( 
Queen Elizabeth, and suggested a field for the exercise 
of that . advtjutucous. eypirit for which, ajbgye all others 
her leign is famous. ..... 

* Haxixtt, vol. i., Dedication. • f Biddli:, p. 221. " * " 

X EpEN, EfiOt Deiiwtvrff to biy InavMmoSA Very JVaoqiKiai^ 
FrofikOU Bock eoneeming Navigation by JoMxm Tjjbssbxx, cited hj 
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The PBOiioTEKs of Cathayan Kxteiu juse c^'jOSip, Q^^^ JEuzabeth. 

tWiTHiN the limits of Sebastian Cabot*s lifetime is 
tKtat^riaibdL all l^c first peiiod of Americana discovery. 
Ak a yonng^iBiatt he heard df the mettidtablle' voyage by 
fyhich Cohmifbife, going <yiit' irf sea^rch' df the fabled 
riches of Cathay, opened ihe way to a new world of 
tebstantial wealth. Fiv& years later he himself took 
l^avfe in the hardly lesd methot'able- Yoyaige 'ooiiducted by 
^ihthefr; als^ hi que«t'6f MOkthay; whieh'iained hi the 
Hfst 'tending of civilized Europeans upon the solid con- 
tinent of America. • In many later enterprises^ more- 
Gvey, ke was pMonally engage<l^ and in every one of the 
htm<ki9del'ef oth^nl ihat ^^Mled by othei^ adyenturers 
he took a lively interest. Those wliirh had for their 
object or their consequence the discovery and coloniza- 
tion, by Spaniards^ Germans, and Fortngaese, of the 
central and ^sontheni districts of America do not here 
concern ns. Those in which EnfrlishTiicii attempted a 
passage to the Indies through the seas north of America 
we have already reviewed. But there were a few 
foreign enterprues in the direction indicated by the 
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stand the condition of jioographical knowledge touching. 
th^ di3ti:ict6 nought and io^nd by Erobisher and Diins 

f^tent to. wlpieliitiieiebf ih&y emadr<4il» MuA-tOse^ 

had at heart. ^ • ' -r < ^. v.. •'. ff -it 

1 The first of tko^ai yvas oonducjted ,by Gaspar de Cor- 
Vmeit ^ SortMgoesd gp»X]»ma^ who m IdiM^ and agailf 
vm i502,#i9ileidMtli6.Doiist.<tf»NfivtbAi^^ 

month of the Saint Lawrence, and tracked that river for 
a little way under the iis|>Fe0aipB ithatnit waa a channel 

i^. (|iivJ)rP^tagA«iB0>:i8ldii^ uip Ikmi 

foundland, and the extension, little by little, of dis- 
Qove^y. in thodej {ii^tS'yijttti^ . eacjh ^iw^£-time^ by. tim 

guese, and' for seme years pin&'dettsito 1523 they appear 
^ h^ye conducted annual trading expeditions to the 
l^ffl ghb cH ff jfflod pf .t^e.iSm^t jUwreme* Xxx 1:523 ith^ 
entered upopn lK44er /ir{^ii'«4( tjl«Bl%ttliiQli.,<^t ttiiii 
first great voyager, jij^ 4e Y^nftfeajio, «, Florentine 
by birth, but a Frenchman by adoption. Provided by 
tliaAQi^ l.,>¥^|Ji,l9vr,MQWc^i Yerrem^lost twa;of ^6)t^m 

he was sepaoated inear :1^eT Azoresi , In- itlle . feorih, the 

Dolphin, he left Madeira on the i 7th of January,- 1524u 
Ijia 4>bject was to ihid a<|»a#|age north i oft. A«aecicil 
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9pd the Saint LawTence, whence he returned to France. 
^' In 'the same year %he Spaniards, not satisfied with 
tlwipitriiiitipbiiia 4iiiy^c«iili^ pafts^ithe <mtmtot >aiid 

their employ, named Estevan Gomez, pArtly, as it 
seems, at the insUgation of Sebastiaa Oahot, then Pilot 

idftisdiL>'i fiigt i(ii^yilira/tliat>m^''tl']^^ io b0 

found in a channel between all those northern districte 
toiwluksh the Bjiauiards gave ithe vague name of Bac- 
eAu%iuid «tile'*tn<lre'-Mirth4lii yitrtd'-te "viigaitij 'itdi* 

to the month of the iSaint Lawrence, and thence searched 
tli0 ooast, in an opposite direction to that followed a few 
months before hj Yermaiio, down to HadMi^ B^^, 
90^ ti Min^ 'ditMnce iutth^ BtoAu ^ enillfty kot 
Wftcfced by it, but the Spaniards wet*e IhUs led to take 
their part iu the trade of fishing for cod, north and 
fltmtliof 'lilewfoiuidiiaid^ -i^ 'whH^ the ^ P^tttttgMb akud 
ii^^f^noh'^im^'tikeniAj profiUbly engaged; 
•>f'Ili these ways Europe was made tolerably familiar, 
If^ore the tniddle of the sixteenth cent ur)% with the 
iftlk^ ieaMtelik cam^^ oC^ iNtirth < AmiAissk^ it 
inAi'deavly pira^<43fdit)<tf ''th&']^M #^'iMiybo# 

tijlbe^ Reached by sailing out into the west, the sailing 
sitUit' be through those icy regions first approached by 
tiM^ QkhoiM i]^ 1497. In (roof that Buoh' a mite mA 
poteMe^ totdi^ h '^e^^^ Id' might be 

atteimpted, a number of learned arguments were put 
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imm^ diately after the staying of doinestic troubles conse*- 

thmne, :i ..••../'-•••'?- . /•..-.'.• 

• Th» iKikiii<^fiiO"did iiiare:t<ih«D. jtn^ loAer ttr lnriii^ 
about a reyival of the search for Cathay by voyaeiTi^ to 
tbe noilh of -America was Sir Hunxphrey Glilbeit.. But 
be ''$kpj^efm'^i9'' hmw9^ he^ mndhi ieii(»dnlgdl 

tihereito b^i tfailietT ai^mmtB iaddnosd hf ^Asathauf 
Jenkiuson in £aYour of further, enterprise among the iqy 
a6a8tothe iiQrjybi«jQfAsia& 1 . r .. t >r i • i; 

amltvl(ihl|imiiiiltke year/iSU^ 'vH[tii>Mnt 

Lock, who appears to have been a brother of the famous 

merchant of London, Sir William Lock^ on a trading 

Wf^io HheL&Taistf atMiiilBftiiflBto Jiyriaaiep.*/ In 1537 

he irantiMB^ADtof th^lfttMTT^Oompany ^toORiunt ^aoMl 

from Moscow he proceeded, in the foKowing year, upon a 

jboiog and important journey to Bokhara and the distcicts 

around the Gaspiaii Sea. There he collected itmekimi 

nf the* oywshaki nftmte ii^ Oatfaay/ hat mB» AfnMf >uiiible 

to pursue itt In 1561 bo was sent on a second journey 

to Russia, and there he resided for about thi-ee yeat^^ 

Oa thd .^Qthof May/>lS66,-aooii^«|te this retain^' Ihd 

addBoaBed'tt kttet to Qi»en> Elinbeth, fwgi^ her flo 

adyance her fame ai^ increage her realm "and' riches by 

despatching an expedition to Cathay. He told ho when 

• 1' »: » • 

* HAKLtrrr, vol. ii., part i., pp. 101—126. 

t Jbid., vol. i., pp. 310, 314, 324. . * 

$ lUd., Ki. i., pp. S48, 882, 899. 
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in IMoscow, ho had seen a unicorn's head, which had 
beea brought fix)m Cathay by sea to Vaigats, and 
titinod c^erknd; and y^pl^eMHted thai as Englishia)^ 
had already Bailed as &r as YaigatB, it must be as< easy 
fijBthcm, aided by their wit and prowess, as it could be 
£or. rude barbarians, to perform the rest of the voyage, 
jffiei himself^ he >Btt4,iiad beai-iD.dirtfiol8:so>iiEur noi^ih 
Ibfit .he Jmd'faoeiL 'indayligbt'len'meks'long^ aiid li6 
Wfcs assured, by the reports of othef ' travellers «rid 
native merohaots, that during those long arctic da}% 
the seas and land were tempemle^ elioiigh>l6r t^dsttos 
teid pdisagiL"- fi^ added tiil&|/itiiwas^ow<«ratt koAwn 
that Cathay far sarpnlBed'flK <vmlth>ill the pai^ t)! tiM 
Indies visited by the Spaniards and the Portuguese, and 
tihat neac it were vttsfa jalaads lyithi fewmdless ' stotes of 
silveiv 4Ddl -pi^eioiia j4ni^el% tsuid <Abitf eKesila&t 
ftreasiises ;' tod he repreSentedAfttjdf helrGiCajesty would 
embark in this enterprise, she would insure for hei-self 
•ttfinite wealthi>and become ^ the ^^mousipwicesB o£ the 

mI.j^ afaoQt 'ilLe. same < timet 4lk>ugh the prodse dald Of 

the document is not recorded, a petition to the same 
eftect was addressed ^o the Queen by blaster Uumphiey 
Qilbsrt^iof whoss praidoiis histoiy'all we Imow that 
hib wai bom ^ in ikear (the^ynbi* •IdSOyfand tbe'seooDd 
son of Otho Gilbert, of Greenwav, in Devonshire) ; so 
that he wiis then aboat twenty-five years old. In his 
petition Gilbert represented that nothing had been 

* Recood Office MSS^ Bdfpk EUzabetk, Domedic SeriM, toL 
zzxTi., No. 60. 
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lUibltef)^ (Ej^d br'd6&e;'fo»^'lbn^ thne past, 'tioii^iDg the 

discovery of a north-eastern |iassage to Cathay. He 
<2ierelipre asked permission to fit out' dri expedition with 
tlij»«ljeet; ul^'^^€tNli^ %)^p^it^ kud t^th the as&ii^iiky^ 

project. In rc*compensc for this he proposed that the 
exclusive use of the passage, if he found it, should be 
Mti^ea<«ei Miklj Kis im broth^/ahd' tlieir }i&xk;i^'^ 
any one to whom 43j6y tnight teiftb^^li^^ppitileges; 
that all the profits of the enterprise shouhi iro to those 
who embarked; upon it, with the exception of the fifths 
Whiifih^ ttddbildii^tti tU^'iisa^ 1111003 %a(^ c&^, belon^d 
tdlheCtenkv**^'* v»'«^''"'*l '.^''^'^ 

' Almost immediately after this, we find Jenkinson and 
Gilb^rt 'holdihg conference together on the subject of 
aiW'pl!bjk3tdd*'6^^ J^tildii^n' ^tingtd Sir 

Will^<l^il^'I^bi^rS6bi^i^^^ j^ier^eggiii^ 

for an anB\vier t6 th^ir plievions proposals, and again 
urging this advantages that would result ftoin the 

erer, does not 'seem to hsLt^re listened very readily to tlie 

^foject. With<^tit actually refusing it she sent Jenkin- 

m^ibttt^ t0> Bttsiikf Ikier' attik^bf;'aiid found' em- 

plbj^neBt'toGflfedHbi^'htenfel'''''"^^ •'• '•i"'* " ""'J^-'^ 
...... >;,t.i'M'f,f '.>fil in"'*l /il.'Mt»i'.>-'. l.»'i»l'ld> 'U»'ht;»q 

Mr. Saixsblry in his Ckil^dar of State Papers, Colonial Seriett, . Eaei 
Indies, Chm^^^JitpS^^lt^iot^ W 
indoht<vl. KMi'l ♦ 

t Rkoord Offict.: MSS., Domestic Scries, vol. xlii, ,No, 523 a. Ji i . 

X Hakluyt, vol. 1., p. 372. 
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kiP?.' Wfn9'^??^ I^tI?!^^ ,J^4^.X*J& ikm^tf^ 
tiH© einplpyn^ent unde^P tha Lord Deputy, Si? Heiul^ 

i|fjdjQey. He wa§ ^nade a captai^i ^ the little army witiii 

^at «a|ky time be called ti^^apjieiy or. rebeiliom rfii^ 

j^l^ an active part in the fighjiing that eusued in Sep- 

Jlj(}ii(jpej..^^,P(?<4)li^^ ♦ af4 \m- ff^)^mil i»iJ«etoiid dmng 

Cathayan project, fbowereir, was not foiigotteA> 
^ying beer^^^fi^ to .B?Qgl^4 with deepatcbes by Sir 
fljpjj.gicll^y^ ip„^()|yewbw,.4&6flj to tlwft oppor- 
tumly of again petitioning Qaeen EMs^^beUi* • Ho 
l^^pinded ber tha^ he^ was a member of the Corporation 
(or the Discovery of New Trades to which she had just 
^jeA a cJw^eJfi.ft^i^^'t^Jftt ^refpri^,be,^igOQdi i^paiMii 

^lill^ Catl^flkj V^a^d all otber,,t]»9 rich parts of the 
W9i*ld not found/' On this occasion be asked for use . q£ 
tfffi /|f ]lihq,Qij^>,shipp, p^^^^iij^^dh^ supplied two^to^ 

of any countries h,Q luight oonquei; ,in<^a.Qii6en'« siame, 
a tenth part of all the laud thoy might contain, and 
M^M^Hfjfift pf;P^^^°^s duties, ujpoji. aj^QT.gppda iie.might 
export or import during ^.,^j:f|jbrl9fft}(>ye»]^ 
petition differed essentially from the preTions one, in 
that it proposed to reach the Indies by sail i tig to the 
n^rtJi|-w€st inst n9rtl^-^.tj.,.Wid.. to this 

* Record, Qffiob l^ES^., BHgn^ 0/ Misahetht. Jri^ Carrp^poncieiice, 
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diaoge of ^Um Gilberfc steadfly adhered in all Iub later 

proposals for Gathayan enterprise.* Queen Elizabeth 
and Sir William Cecii appear to have lavourably enter- 
tained the project But the Gompanj of Merchant 
Ady en t o r e rg stonily protested against it as an infringe- 
ment of the charter lately accurdeJ to tliem, and there- 
fore it was abandoned. t 

Early in 1567 Gilbert was sent back to Ireland. He 
was there in Marchy and in Jnne the Qneen wrote to 
Sidney bidding him see how far the Irish rebels conld 
be re -trained by the establishment of a colony of 
obedient subjects in Ulster^ and in this work to nse the 
assistance of Captain Gilbert These oolonistB were to 
come chiefly from the West of England. Gilbert was 
to help in selecting them, to conduct them to the neigh- 
bonrhoodof LoQghFoyle^ and there to be then: president^ 
The undertaking fell to the ground, howoTer, and 
Gilbert returned to his former work of soldiering. 
Through 15G8 and 1569 Gilbert's band of horeemen 
was Sir Henry Sidney's main stay. Haying been sent 
to England in the snmmer of 1568 he there feU danger- 
ously ill, whereupon the Queen took occasion to write 
to Sidney, saying he was to have his full pay during liis 
absence, and that some better place was to be found for 
him on his return. The better place was a colonelcy, 
and as a colonel, Gflbert defeated the celebrated 
McCarthy More in September, 1569. In October Sidney 

• Record Office MSS, Domedic, loL xlii.. No. 23, 
t Ibid., vol. xlii., No. 5. 

t Ibid^ Ireland, vol xx., No. 56; ¥ol xxi., Noe. 10, 49, 56, 64. 
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{daced hta m eDtne charge of the protince of Munster, 
vftfivii .M liad- «tc^ ^ke^ tllieCSaiihy Miai^ and ihis^fiBmids' 
in-fimbjectftnii Thereiii 'he ' aeted asiuuaiU^i 'ai^ Queen . 
Eiizabetli could wie^h. In December hee mote to tiie « , 
Lord l>9paty 9ttymg:tim^ he -wasi^^i^ixnB^d to have.' 

put many to the sword ; and that he •hoald leavi^ no 

malefactor who cnmo into his hands unexecuted, as he 
wa$ OQkmdueed.tt^t iK> aaniquered nation; oouild be raled// 
vftfk §EsaSikmaiir 'ffh^iifioaNg&dBiay.flsnttoitiieiQiii^ 
Bpecial praise of iGMttiettfs *YdiB8re4i6n, judgment, and* ' 
lusty courage and on the 1st of January, 1570, he 
knighted hutt<foi> the* same * at Drogheda. His stem < 
camimi ht€«»ghtiasxpoiBaf psM iA Ineland^iiuid eaidy 
in 1571, when HeniytMSidney^res^^ned hie JmA 
Peputyship, he also was allowed to return to England.* 
He was not in England long.* ^Hifii %htuig experience 
in-isNslmBA ledthim to jom^ a»a Tci3(tint)aex'>8okii)eiv fn the* 
move 'nobler eontasti then •bIginnSng: in Holhind. In- ihe • 
summer of 1572, while Gilbert^s band, as it was still 
caUid¥'kept ii6land in awe,^JKe wenit to< iFianders with 
f amt to cB ?' kiidred SogiiduMU^ • dad ihm «iook Bome 
p«rllte>thd.lsaT^:fB^tra^glefor ind^) e ti> toic e whnelitbe 
Protestants of Flanders were maintaining against the 
forces of Philip of Spain and his deputy the Duke of 
Alira.- • liekelftod to iiesidge BLuyB^ and wham induced by 
his ii^^'fffielids'to'libanddn thit work, lie took part in 
two assaults on Tergoes. But his hot-headed mode of 
lighting, acquired in Ireland, did not agree with the 

VOL, I. X 
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moie prudent tactic4 of the Dutchmen. He had hoped 
to take Tergoes before it was relieyed by the Spaniards ; 

and when that relief was effected by 3rondragon's famous 
march of five hours' length, through country under water, 
on the 20th of October, he came to the strange conclu- 
sion that the Flemings were not bold enough to make 
useful any further fighting on their behalf. Therefore 
he returned to England.^ 

For the next few years he lived quietly at Lime- 
house, where also he had resided during the twelve 
mouths previous to his Flemish onterprise. In the 
• summer of 1571 he had been employed by Queen 
Elizabeth in preparing statutes for the maintenance of 
artillery, and for the suitable provision of horses and 
armour to be used in the Queen's service.t During the 
first few months following his return, he was busy nego- 
tiating for the establishment of some alum, copperas, and 
copper works in the neighbourhood of London. In Febru- 
ary, 1572, he offered to pay to Lady Katherine Mountjoy 
400Z. or 500?. a year for the use of her house and grounds 
in this way. But others with whom he was associated 
in this project wished to add alchemy to their chemistry, 
and to attempt the transmutation of iron into copper. 
Gilbert was wise enough to object to this, and therefore 
in May he withdrew from the concern, earning thereby 
the abuse of his partners.^ 
Amid these and other occupations, however, he 

♦ Sir RoQEB Wllliaiis, Act ions of the Low Counlriett in Scott's edition 
of the Somertt Tracts (1809), vol. i., pp. 359—305. 
t BioORD Offiob MSS., DometUe, vol. IxxxviiL, No. 4G. 
X Ibid^ vol. lizxT.. Kos. 45, 46; voL Ixuvi., Nob. 14, 44. 
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retained all his interest in the schemes for Caihayan 
voyaging and discovery about which we saw him peti- 
tioning the Queen a few years before. George Gaseoigne, 
the poet, tells how, in the winter of 1574^ he visited him 
at Limehonse and asked him ^ how he spent his time in 
this loitering vacation from martial stratagems." By 
way of answer Gilbert took his friend into his study and 
there showed him. "sundry profitable and very com- 
mendable exercises which he had perfected plainly with 
his own pen.** The chief of these exercises " was a 
learned * Discourse to prove a Passage by the North- 
West to Cathay and the East Indies,' which Gaseoigne 
bonowed, and, either with or without permission, lost 
no time in publishing* This * Discourse * so clearly and 
completely sets forth the arguments on the subject that 
were in force during Elizabeth's reign that we shall best 
understand the state of opinion thereupon, if wje look at 
it in some detail. 

Gilbert began with reference to Plato's Atlantis, which 
he identified with America, considering the America of 
his day to be so much of the old Atlantis as was not 
swamped by floods in andent times ; and Plato's specu- 
lations he supported by the opinion of later writers and 
cosmographers. " All which learned men and painful 
travellers/* he said, '^have affirmed with one consent 
and voice that America is an island, and that there 
lieth a great sea between it, Cathay, and Greenland, by 

* Preface to the Discourse, printed by Eden in his Dc^nilm ; and 
afterwards, without the preface, by Hakutt, in his Voyauea, vol. iji., 
pp.11— 24. 
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the which any man of our country that will give the 

attempt may, with small danger, pass to Cathay, the 
Moluccas, India, and all other places in the east, in 
much shorter time than either the Spaniard or Portu- 
guese doth or may do, from the nearest part of any of 
their countries within Europe." 

That America is a great island, Gilbert thought to be 
proved by the testimony of Tarions. trarellers both In 
the east and in the west, and by the fact that none of 
its natives had ever wandered into Euroj.>e or Asia, and 
that no Tartars, Scythians, or other migratory tribes of 
the Old World had ever found their way to it, or, if 
they had done so, ever returned to tell their comrades 
of its treasures. " It also appears to be an island," he 
said, "because the sea runneth by nature circularly 
from east to west» which motion of the water is most 
eyidently seen in the sea which lieth on the south side 
of Africa, where the current that runneth from the east 
to the west is so strong that the Portuguese, in their 
voyages eastward to Calicut in passing by the Cape of 
Good Hope^ are enforced to make divm courses^ the 
current there being so swift as it striketh from thence 
all along westward upon the Frith of Magellan." Gilbert 
urged that as this current passed northward, from 
Magellan's Straits, along the whole coast of America, 
and there met another current, almost as strong, which 
came from the north-east, they must necessarily proceed 
together past the northern coast of America till they 
entered the Pacific Ocean, The current of the great 
ocean could not have been maintained to run continually 
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one way from the beginning of the world unto this day 
had there not been some through passage ; so that this 
perpetual conent cannot be maintained but by continual 
re-access of the same water which grasses through the 
frith and is brought thither again by the circular 
. motion." And if water took this course, thought Gilbert, 
ships could certainly sail upon its surface in the same 
direction. He did not take account of the treacherous 
icebergs and the frozen crust, far less easily to be 
traversed thau solid land. 

Having proved to his satis&ction the existence of a 
north-western passage. Sir Humphrey Gilbert brought 
together all the reports of voyagers, from Cabot down- 
wards, who had attempted it at its eastern entrance, 
or visited the neighbourhood of its termination in 
Behring's Straits. Though Europeans luul not yet suc- 
ceeded, he made much of a story, believed in his day, 
that it had been accomplished by some natives of Asia 
who came to Germany in 1160 ; and what barbarous 
red men had done he urged that civilized white men 
could certainly accomplish. He next adduced many 
weighty ai'guments against Anthony Jenkinson's pro- 
ject^ in which he himself had believed a few years 
previously, in &vqur of a north-eastern passage to 
Cathay, without perceiving that they weighed quite as 
strongly against his present plan for sailing round the 
northern shore of America. He concluded his * Dis- 
course' with enumeration of the advantages that must 
result to England from the successful carrying through 
of his project. By this and by this only, he said, could 
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we hope to take a share of the rich trade carried on 

with the east by Portugal unci with the west by Spain. 
In this direction, and in no other, coold we pursue our 
tra£ic without oppositian from either natkm, and the 
facilities of the route, when once made dear, would 
enable us to uudcrscll them in all the markets of the 
world. ** Also we might sail to divers very rich 
countries, both civil and others, out of both their jurisp 
dictions, where there is to be found great abundance 
of gold, silver, and precious stones, cloth of gold, silks, 
all manner of spices, grocery-wares, and other kinds of 
merchandize of an inestimable price, which both the 
Spaniard and the Portuguese, through the length of 
their journey, cannot well attain unto." Gilbert spe- 
culated that the finding of this north-west passage 
would result in the establishment of rich English 
colonies in distant parts, which would provide a com- 
fortable home for the people now starving or toiling 
painfully in the overcrowded mother-country, and 
furnish unspeakable wealth to those who remajned 
in the land of their birth. These things consi- 
dered/' he said, I must needs conclude that this 
discovery has been reserved for some noble prince 
or worthy man, thereby to make himself rich and the 
world happy." 

This treatise of Sir Humphrey 6ilbert*s was the pre- 
lude to a general revival of interest among Englishmen 
in the project tliat it advocated. Though not printed, 
apparently, till 1576, it was handed about in manuscript 
during at least a year and a half previous to that 
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date,* and seems to have been the chief incentive to 

a letter which, near the close of 1 574, Queen Elizabeth 
addressed to the governor and directors of the Muscoyy 
Company, leminding them that twenty years had 
passed since they had last despatched an expedition 
in search of Cathay, and telling them that as they had 
been incorporated with the chief object of pursuing 
that search, it was right that they should continue it 
or else transfer their privileges to other adventurers 
who were eager to possess them.f The bearer of tliat 
letter was Martin Frobisher, and the chief adviser of 
the Company at the time of its coming was Michael 
Lock. These two men, in different degrees, share 
with Gilbert the merit of reviving the Cathayan pro- 
ject. 

Michael Lock was the son of Sir William Lock, a 
rich London merchant^ who was associated with Sir 

Thomas Gresham in many commercial undertakings. 
The son was born in 1532. " My late father," he 
said, in a short memoir of himself, written in 1577, 
" kept me at schools of grammar in England till I was 
thirteen years old, and, he being sworn servant to King 
Henry VIIL, his mercer and also his agent beyond the 
seas in divers affairs, he then sent me over seas to 
Flanders and France to learn these languages and to 
know the world. Since which time I have continued 
these thirty-two years in travail of body and study of 
mind, following my vocation in the trade of merchau- 

* BiiiTisH MuBBUM MSS., CoiUm, Otbo £. viii., fol. 43. 

t Ibid. 
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dize; whereof I hare spent the first fifteen years in 

^•ontinued travail of bo ly, passing through almost all 
the countries of Christianity, both by land and by sea^ 
not without great laboQis, cares, dangers, and expenses 
of money incident ; having had the charge, as captain 
of a great sliip of burthen, by the space of more than 
three years." After that he settled in London as a 
merchant. While applying himself to commerce, how- 
ever, as he said, by a certain inclination of mind, I 
have been drawn continually as my vocation and care 
of my family would permit, to the study of cosmo- 
graphy." By divers conferences with men of divers 
nations, travellers and merchants," he acquured all the 
information that he could about all parts of the world ; 
and, as he studied, the conviction grew upon him, he 
tells US, that by opening a north-west passage to the 
Indies great advantages might be brought, not only to 
himself and his family, but also to England and the 
whole commercial world.* 

Martin Frobisher arziyed at a similar conviction in a 
kindred way. Of his early history we know very 
little. He was a native of xsormanton, in Yorkshire, 
and was about as old as Gilbert. Lock, in the memoir 
just cited, says that he was bom of honest parent- 
age, a gentleman of a good house and antiquity, who, 
in his youth, for lack of schools thereabout, sent 
him to London, where he waa put to Sir John York, 
knight, being his kinsman, who, perceiving him to be 
of great spirit and bold courage and natural hardness 

* Cotton MSS.» Otho E, viii., fols. 41, 42. 
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of body, sent him in a ship to the Gold Cioiintry of 
Guinea^ in company of other ships set out by divefrs 
merchants of London." That was in the antomn of 
1554:. The expedition in which young Frobisher \ya3 
put to leam seamanship was the firsts with the excep- 
tion of a short tentative voyage undertaken in the 
previous year, in which Englishmen explored the 
western coast of Africa, and followed in the track of 
Portuguese voyagers past the Cape of Good Hope to 
India. Its commander was John Lock, either the unde 
or the brother of Michael Lock, and the adventurers, 
after traversing the Gold Coast, landed and made a 
beginning of a prosperous trade in elephants' teeth and 
African gold* They returned to London in the summer 
of 1555.* For the next eleven years we hear nothing 
of Frobisher ; but it is pretty certain that he continued 
the occupation in which his rich kinsman had started 
him, and shared in some of the expeditions which were 
every year despatched either to the west coast of Africa 
or to its northern shores and the district of the Levant. 
By the summer of 1566, at any rate, he had risen to 
the rank of captain. On the dOth of May, and again 
on the 11th of June, in that year, he was examined by 
order of the Queen's Council on suspicion of having 
fitted out a ship with the intention of using it in pira* 
tical wayat Of the issue of that examination we are 
ignorant^ and we lose sight of him for five other years. 
We can only infer that he continued to make way as 

* Hakltjtt, yoL li., part ii., pp. 14—23. 

t Bboobd OniflB USB., JkmttUe BeHei, vol. zL, Nos. 2—7. 
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sailor^ trader, and pirate— piracy being an employment 
wbich in those times was either praised or punished 

according to its value or inconvenience to the State. In 
August^ 1571, we find that a hulJ£ was being built 
for him at Portsmouth, with the sanction, if not 
under the direction, of Lord Bnrghley, to be used in 
furtlK^rance of l^^lizabeth's plans for the subjugation 
of Ireland and the annoyance of Irishmen, and he ap- 
pears to have been frequently employed upon Irish 
work during the next two or three years.* This em- 
2)luyment brought liirn into closo relationship with the 
State and under the immediate notice of Queen Eliza- 
beth. It probably also secured for him the friendship 
of Sir Henry Sidney and of Sidney's brother-in-law, the 
Earl of A\'arwick, as well as of Sidney's favourite. Sir 
Humphrey Gilbert. 

One result of these associations was the Queen's 
letter conveyed, as we have seen, in December, 1574^ 
by Frobishor to the Muscovy Comj^any. The Company 
found Russian trade so protit^ible that it demurred to 
Queen JBlizabeth's suggestion of a voyage in quest of 
Cathay* Thereupon without delay the Queen sent a 
second message, ordering that, if the Company i-efused 
itself to take the matter in hand, it was to grant a 
licence for the enterprise to certain adventurers who 
desired to embark upon it. A licence was accordingly 
granted, in February, 1575, to Master Martin Frobisher 
and divers gentlemen associated with him ; and out of 

• Record Office MSB., Dtmestic Series, vol. Ixxx^ Nos. 31, 54; 
Iritih Series, vol. xxxviii., No. 48. 
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that grew Frobisher^s tliree voyages in search of a 

north-west passage to the Indies.* 

The chief promoter of the work was Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert; but his pupils appear to have soon grown 
jealous of him, and while they zealously pursued their 

quest his services were well-nigh forgotten. 

* Lock's Meuudr, in CoUm J£S9., Otho E. Tui, fbls. 41—43. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Mabtqi FtoBiBED!B*s Tqrbe Yoyaqbs is the DnuponoN OF Cathat. 

[1575— 1S790 

The licence granted to Martin Frobisher and his 
partners in the enterprise for finding a north-west pas^ 
sage to Cathay was dated the 3rd of Febroary, 1575. 
During the next sixteen months the friends were busily 
preparing for the work. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, no 
great traveller, brought the lesnlts of long study and 
much scientific observation, but, having little money 
with which to second his arguments, and meeting with 
much opposition from richer and less learned men, soon 
turned aside &om it in chagrin, or only watched its pro- 
gress from a distance. Michael Lock was the richest 
of the group, and ]iis influence with City people secured 
promises of assistance from others richer than himself, 
and helped to bring- into the little company of schemers 
some men of large experience and scientific observation. 
Science was represented by Dr. Dee, the astrologer. 
The advisers of most practical experience in northern 
voyaging were Stephen Burrough, the old associate of 
Willonghby and Chancelor, and Anthony Jenkinson, 
tiie fiimous Russian traveller and early advocate of a 
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north-eastern voyage to the Indies. Frobisher himself 
brought great experience in seamanship^ acquired in 
more temperate regions, and the &TOur of Queen Eliza- 
beth and Lord Burghley ; but, as Ijock alk^ged four 
years afterwards, when the friends bad quarrelled, very 
litUe liking from some supporters of the project 

The first thing to be done was to collect money 
enough for the enter|)iise. Lock himself subscribed 
100^. ; and Sir Thomas Gresham, then lifty-six years old, 
and at the height of his commercial greatness, William 
Bird, then Customer — ^that is, chief collector of customs 
— of Ijondon, and Alderman William Uond, also con- 
tributed lOOZ. a piece; Lord Burghley, the Earl of 
Sussex, the famous Earl of Leicester, and his brother 
the Earl of Warwick, each subscribed 507. ; and pro- 
misL'S of 2i)l. a piece were given by Leicester's nephew, 
Philip Sidney, by Secretary Walsingham, by Anthony 
Jenidnson, by Lionel Duckett^ the great merchant of 
London, and by four other gentlemen. Thus a fund of 
875Z. was secured ; but this, though the ainount must 
be multiplied by six ox seven, to get its equivalent in 
modem currency, was quite insufficient for carrying 
out the project^ and no more could be collected in time 
for action during the summer of 1575. At that, says 
Lock, Frobisher was " a sad man." In a very boastful 
account of his services in the w ork, yrhidi mnst be read 
with some distrust^ howeyer. Lock represents that be 
pledged himself to secure its accomplishment in the fol- 
lowing year; and then Frobisher was " alive again." In 
default of other assistance^ Lock reports that he him- 
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self, in addition to his previons sabscription of 1002.» 

8up])lied as much money as from time to time was 
needed, making in all 738Z. 19s. 3cZ. Ha tells us that 
he helped Frobisher in all sorts of other ways. He 
lent him all the books, charts, map% and instruments 
that he had been collecting daring twenty years. He 
introduced liini to men of influence and wisdom.* "I 
made my house his home, my purse his purse, and my 
credit his credit/' he says, " when he was utterly desti- 
tute both of money, and credit^ and of friends." 

The autumn of 1573, and the ensuing ^viuter and 
spring were spent in zealous consultations and prepa- 
rations* That he might be nearer to Lock's residence 
and to the docks in which the yessels were being fitted 
out, Frobisher left bis lodgings in Fleet Street, and 
went to live at Widow Hancock's house in Mark Lane. 
Frequent conferences were held in the house of Alder- 
man Bond, close by ; yet more frequent were the meet- 
ings under Lock s roof, where charts were examined, 
plans propounded and considered, and arrangements 
made for the choice and fitting out of vessels, selecting 
of mariners and officers, and tiie like. Meetings were 
held also at Court, wbere Frobisher's best friend a2>j)ears 
to have been the Earl of Warwick, who advanced him 
in the favour of Queen Elizabeth and the more cautious 
support of the great Earl of Burghley. The Court being 
generally held at Greenwich, statesmen and courtiers 
took tbeir share in personal inspection of the arrange- 
ments for the voyage. Thus, with help from divers 
sources, and a good deal of advice that was by no means 
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helpful, the arrangements weie completed by the end 
of May, 1576, and two stent little barks, the Qabrid 

and the Michael ^ each of twenty-five tons' burthen, with 
a small pinnace, carrying ten tons, attaclied to them, 
lay in the Thames^ near to old London Bridge, ready 
for departure. Frobisher receiyed his commission as 
admiral or ca})tain of the expedition ; Christopher Hall 
and Owen Grillin were appointed masters of the ships, 
cmd Nicholas Ohancelor was made purser of the 
voyage.* 

The little company, numbering not more than thirty- 
five or forty officers and men, started on the morning 
of Thursday, the 7th of June. Off Deptford, the pin- 
nace was run down by a ship coming into port, which 
broke her bowsprit and foremast, and that caused a 
day's delay. At mid-day on Friday, the vessels passed 
Greenwich with a volley of ordnance and other part- 
ing show of honour to the Court Queen Elizabeth 
watched them and waved her hand from a window, and 
then sent a messenger in a rowing boat to tell the 
adyenturers that die had good liking of their doings 
and thanked them for it, and that she desired Fro- 
bisher to come next day and take his leave of her. 
This he did while the vessels lay at anchor, and while 
another messenger went on board and bade the crews, 
in her Majesty's name, to please her by being diligent 

* Record Office MSS., Domestic, vol. cxix., No. .'52 ; vol. cxxix., 
No. 44 ; Cotton MSS., 0\ho K. viii., fols. 42, 43, 40 ; Hakli yt, vol. iii., 
pp. 29, 57. The fullowing Uciiiil.s of tho voyu^o are tuken fiom tho two 
accounts by Captain Hall and Captain Best in IIakluyt, and Irora 
Lock's JlCnnotV, already cited— (Hho E, viii , fbla. 46^3. 
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and faitliM servants to Master Frobisher and his 

deputies. The final leave-taking was not over till the 
12th of June, and on that day Frobisher really set out 
on his enterprise. He sailed round the western coast 
of England and Scotland, and on the 25th of the month 
passed the Shetlands, wliere he halted to stop a leak in 
the Gabriel, and to take in Iresh supplies of water. 
Bearing round Faxoe Islands, and sailing thence due 
west, he had sight, on the 11th of June, of some " high 
and ragged land rising like pinnacles of steeples," 
which seems to have been the sonthemmost part of 
Greenland, then known as Friesland. There he wished 
to land, but was deterred from seeking a harbour by 
" the gi'eat store of ice that lay along the coast and the 
great mists that troubled them not a liftle." 

Worse trouble befel him as he passed on towards the 
broken mainland and islands lying west of Greenland 
and north of Labrador. A great storm arose, in the 
course of which his pinnace disappeared, never to be 
heard of afterwards. Thereby he lost three men ; and 
next day he experienced a much greater loss in the dis- 
appeiirance of the Michael, which was carried away by 
the storm. After vainly searching for their comrades, 
its crew sailed westward* till they reached laud, appar 
rently a part of Labrador; but» we are toId> <*they 
found it so compassed with monstrous high islands of 
ice, that they durst not approach." Thereupon, sup* 
posing that Frobisher and the others were wrecked, 
they returned to England and arriyed at Bristol on the 
Ibt of September. 
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Thus Erobisher was left alone with the Oabrid, with 
eighteen mariners and gentlemen on board. In no way 

daimtt'd, tlioiigli his own little sbij) had been seriously 
injured, he continued bis voynire. On the 21st of July 
he reached the group of islands lying westward of what 
is now called Davis's Straits. These he supposed to be a 
part of Tiabnidor, and lie named the one which be first 
saw Queen Elizabeth's Foreland. Deterred by fogs 
and snow-covered rocks from landing, he sailed up and 
down the coast, hoping to meet with a suitable harbour 
in which to land and repair bis ship. At last, after 
several days' searching, he found a resting-place on an 
island which he called HaU's Island, in honour of the 
master of the Oabri^ who, in a rowing-boat, with four 
sailors, first made a landing on it on the Ist of August. 
Thence be sailed into the more southern of the two 
bays in Cumberland Island. To this bay he gave the 
name, still borne by it, of Erobisher's Straits. Through 
it he supposed that he could easily proceed to the other 
side of America. On bis first voyage, bow^ever, be only 
explored some of the islands and part of the northern 
coast-line near the entrance to the Straits, All this 
neighbourhood was afterwards called Meta Incognita. 

One of the voya2"<^rs has given a lively description of 
Frobisber's experiences. " He saw mighty deer which 
seemed to be man-kind, which ran at him, and hardly 
he escaped with his life in a narrow way, where he was 
fain to use defence and policy to save bis liic. In 
this place he saw and perceived sundry tokens of the 
people's resorting thither. And being ashore upon the 

VOL. I. K 



Digitized by Google 



130 XatUn FrMher's Voyqge. . tciiAF.Ti. 

top of a hill, he perceived a number of small ibiiigs 

fleeting in tlio sea afar off, which he supjiosed to be 
porpoises or seals, or some kind of strange iieji; l)ut 
ooming neazer, he diseovered them to be men 19. ?i](iaU 
boatB made of leather. And before^ he could dieflcend- 
from the hill, certain of those people had almost cut 
off his boat from him,, having stolen secretly behind 
the rocks for that purpose: whereupon he £|>eedily. 
hasted to his boat, and went himself to his halberd^and 
narrowly escaped the danger and saved his boat. 
Alterwards he had sundry conferences with them, and. 
they came aboard hi^ ship, and )i«ought him £ahnon 
and raw flesh and fish, and greedily deronred the same, 
before our men's faces. iVnd to show their agility, they 
tried many masteries upon the ropes of ti^e ship after 
our mariners' fashion, and appeared tq be.yery strong 
of their arms and lumble of their bodies. They ex- 
changed coats of seals and boar-skins and such like with 
our men, and received bells,, looking-glasses, and other 
toys, in recompense thereof ^gain*" 

Chiefly in hopes of finding the passage to Oathay* 
which be believed to be within his reach, and partly 
also that he miglit fuUy explore the district at which 
he had arrived, Frobiaher madesev^nd little expeditions 
in the neighbourhood, sometimes in the Gabrid, some*- 
times in a rowing-boat. He observed many small 
islands, and lauded upon a few of them. In some 
places he saw huts and signs of human life, but np 
actual residents. In others he met with men '^of a 
nature given to fierceness and rapine." In others the 
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natfres treated him Irindly, and seemed anxious to hare 
intercourse with liim and to understand the wonderful 
circamstances of ciTilization that he brought within 
their reach. But concerning all of them it was reported 
that "their banner of life and food is very beastly/' 
** They be like to Tartars, with long black hair, broad 
faces and flat noseB, and tawny in oolonr, wearing seal- 
skins ; and so do the women, not ^differing in fashion ; 
but the wx)men are marked in the lace witli blue streaks 
down the cheeks, and round about the eyes. Their 
boats are made all of seal-skins, with a keel of wood 
within the skin. The pro]^ortion of them is like a 
Spanish shallop, save only they be Hat in the bottom 
and sharp at both ends." 

In these investigations three weeks were profitably 
spent But on the 20th of August occurred a terrible 
disaster. One of the Esquimaux having been brouirht 
on board tlie Gabriel^ Frobisher gave him a Ih U and a 
knife, and then sent him ashore in the ship's boat» with 
five men to manage it. These five men, anxious to 
make a little exploration on their omu account, dis- 
obeyed orders and rowed out of sight. They never 
iBtumecL After waiting for them all that day, Fro- 
bisher spent the fbur following days in coasting the 
shore in the direction which they were su})posed to have 
taken, blowing a trumpet and firing guns to let them 
know he was in search of them. Then, feeling persuaded 
that they had been murdered by the natives, and being 
convinced that it would be impossible for him to pui-sue 
his voyage with only the thirteen mcu and boys that 
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were left to him and without aiiv sliip's hoat to aid liim 
ill his researches, he resolved, much against his hopes 
and wishes, that he must abandon ilie work for that 
yearandreturitotlnglaiid.* ' 

Tlis last act was only excusable on the plea that it 
accorded with the universal practice of those times — a 
practice which he had hitherto honourably abstained 
from followhig, and that he only did it' no^ under the 
inii)rossion that his plans liad been ruined by the 
treachery of the natives. " The captain," reports one 
of ihie ' crew, being desirous to bring some token frbm 
thence of his being there, was greatly discontented that 
he had not before apprehended some of the peojtle. 
Therefore, to deceive the deceivers, he wrought a pretty 
policy ; for, knowing well how they greatly delighted in 
our toys, and especially m bells, he rang ^ pretty low 
hell, making signs that he would give him the same 
that would come and fetch it. And because they would 
not come within his danger for fear^ he flung one bell 
unto them, which of purpose he threw short, that it 
might fall into the sea and be lost. And to make them 
more greedy of the matter, he rang a louder bell, so 

• 

that in the end one of them came near the ship's sido to 
receive the bell, which when he tliought'to take at tbe 

captain s hand, he was thereby taken him.^ulf; for the 
captain, being readily provided, let the boll ftdl and 
caught the man fast, and plucked him with mfdii'foit^ 
boat and aU, into Ins bark out of the sea.' ' '^Whereupoii, 

when he found himself in captivity, for very choler and 
disdain he bit his tongue in twain with his mouth. 
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Kotwitlistaiiding he died not thereof, but lived until he 
came in. £ngland, and then. he died of cold which he 
had taken at sea. 

With this poor Esquimau on board, Frobishor weighed 
ftnchor on the 2Gth oi August Ue followe4 the v^me 
track that he had taken on his outward voyage, passing 
Greenland on the 1st of September aod Iceland on the 
6th, .with no memorable incide|it,QU the way, save th^t 
a. man. who had b^n hlowi^ qyerboard by a violent jgjust of 
wind haying caught hold of the ibr^sail sho^t, Frobisher 
yras, able to pick him up with the same strong arm that . 
he had usud in capturing the Esquimau. The GctJbrid 
sailed into Harwich w^^ on the 2nd o( (^c|ober, haying 
Im^n absent from England rathe^^less than four montb8» 
and having in the interval explored a district consider- 
ably lurcher north than the northernmost point reached 
|by any previpus travpller^ w^ the exception of John 
,Cabot^ ba^ having, doi^ very little towards finding the 
much-coveted passage to Cathay. 

, [fhe voyagers we»re received with great honour. The 
Import brQUghlf h9me jusjt a month before by th€i ipaster 
.and: crew of the Jlfichae^ had, led tQ ^ general belief 
that they had all been lost. That made their welcome 
all the heartier, \^ London, whore they arrived on the 
dth pf. October^.says .Michael Lock, " they were joyfully 
jr^ceived frith the great admiration of the people, bring- 
ing with them their strange man and his boat, which 
was sueli a wonder unto the whole city and to the rest of 
fiilS realm^ tjiat heard of ife as seemed never to have hap- 
ped the lijce great natter to any man^s knowledge." 
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When the ''stoiige maa/' wa$ ^mA, a. jet gpeait^ 
theme' of wondering interest 'atoeev* liot young Philip 

Sidney, writing in 1577 to Lis ^i^ood friend and tutor? 
Hubert Languet, tell tb© story. . liei^rriDg tp aa earto 
letter which is lost, he sayv: I imlbe to ^ou ^boilt'a 
certain Frofaiaher,- who, lii riyalry of Ma^e^yUa, has 
explored tlie sea which, m he thinks, washc.'S the north 
part of America. It is a n^aryellpus history. After 
having made alow progrees iiL.the past.yewv he iouehed 
at a certain island in order to iseBt-hoth himeeif and his 
crew. And there by chance a young man, one of the 
ship's company, picked up a piece of earth which he 
saw glittering on the ground, and showed , it ^ 
bisher ; but he, being busy with other mtters^.and uot 
believing that precious metals were productKl in a region 
so far to the nortli, cousidered it oJt' »o yaltua, But the 
young man. kept the earth by him, as a memorial «C ,1^ 
labour, till his return to London. • And th$ve, when one 
of his friends saw it shining in an extraordinary nianuor, 
he tested it and found that it Nvas the pui'est gold, .un- 
alloyed with any other metal/'* Ao(!ordiii|g- to amfther 
report, this fancied trea8ure» which in its natwal eofe- 
dition was " black stone, much like to sea-coal in 
colour," was preserved and brought to Englaftd by 
Probisher himseli^ not as a thing of any rahie in ito^, 
but as a curious relic of his arctic experiences, and^ cp 
his return, was broken Up and distributed among his 
frieuds. And it fortuned a gentlewoman, oue of the 

♦ ^ted from the Zurich Letters ifk my Memoir o/ &ir I'hilip Sie^tey 
(1862), p. 177. 
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adTenturars*' livives, to - have piece thereof wbich by 

•chance she threV and bnmt in the fire so long that «t 
length, being takeu forth and quenched in a little 
"miegaar, it gUtteredtwith a btight maimBiie of gold. 
Whmmpon the ttiatte^ beii^ called 'm soiud •qtestioDy it 
-was brongiikt to certain gold-finerg in London to make 
an assay thereof, who gave out that it held gold, and 
that veiy riohly for the quantity." ^ 

Tery ^at was the stii: made in Bngland by this 
'lepoirt of FTobi&her's gold^finding. Ooitrlien and mer- 
chants, men of science and hardy seamen, iclanfonred for 
« renewal of the enteipiise, mrging tiiat it was of little 
maittet whdtiher Caihay were reached, if tareaBdies equal 
ttt those of Cathay conld be procured from nearer 
region Queen Elizabeth herself and Lord Bm-ghley 
entered heartily into the piojeet ; and acoordingly, in 
-^aii0wertop6titions1»ndei:edbyFrolnflhes and has leading 
fiiendi^, a charter of incorpoit^on was issued, on nn- 
tiBoally liberal terms, to a Company formed in further- 
ance of the wolrk. This was the* Oompany of Cathay, 
endoived in^b priTilegel equal to iSbam of the Mnsoovy 
Oompaony, whiob it was meant to snpersede, as -far as 
the original purposes ul ite formation were concerned. 
' ' The new association was composed of all the con- 
<tnbtiteh;S' to * ^biiah^*^ finit ezpediticxi' and of eiioh 
i(ie4r advetttHrers as chose to talie iduires in it. 
• Michael Lock waa ajypointed its governor for six years, 

* Haklt yt, vol. iii„ p. 58. Detailed reports on the subject from 
Micliacl T;oek, nh<l the gDldsmith whom he employed to make the assay* 
aio among tiie liacoBi; Ojtfice MSS., VoiiKmtic, vol. cxii., No. 25. 
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in qomdeniiitioiif of lik- ^'andnstry, good difeotidli, ioA ' 

great travail iu tlie first voyage and in recompense 

fof;. Ite ^raat outlay pf money wMch lie had made 

ihmin be mm U^ iBotive ^ to'iiis'Oim use to ever one' 

p#i;,«ie]|t oil tiM piwMeds of'aBb good»«iipofteid firom tbe * 

districts newly foxmd or yell to be discovered. A eimilat' * 

pfQTifik)]! was made for Martin Frobislier, to whom also 

was promifl9d..a' £xed yeady- atipend-^e- amount of 

w}^, 'hovffV0t^ ifl not >aieB^i0pnl-i4B retam ior m^ - 

semoesas Captain General b^" lea aBcl'Achiiimlx)f the * 

ships and navy of the Comfmny.'* Tlio Company waa 

dv^^,' without 'delay, to make'amuigeBictats to a 

aeopud TOfage, and .with this d>jeot to put ild btode * 

tame. Tbaa stock, it apfoeara^ anunmted te^ 4,81Si^' 

19s. 3d., of which 813^- 19s. 3d. were obtained bv sale 

of tbe ships and gooda.em^^yed in the first voyage, aUd ' 

d,500L consisted of new 8tbBai!iptiQn& The Queen iinAH' ' 

scribed IfiOOL ; Micliadl; iiock o^m, 2Ml. 

a-piece ; Secretary WaLsingliam, 175/. ; and tlio rest 

was collected from, thirty-five other . eontributors of'- 

8maller« auiounts. Anotig these the mm- nbtabie wm^ 

Lord Burghley and- Sir Thomas*' Greshftmy Sir PfaiKp'< 

Sidney, his sister the CountesH of Pembroke, and his 

uncles the Earls of Leicester and Warwick* Sir ' 

Hmnphxey Gilbert proiiit99d'26li, hat docs not aeeiti' to * 

have paid it until ihe expedition had'teturaei* 

The formal charter of the Cathay Company was ' 

issued on the 17th of March, 1577. But preparations 

^ » .-. ■ > ■ 

* Bboobd Omoi HSa, Donuttie, ToLczi^ Kos.48, i2; ToLads«/ 
Kok 81, M. 86^ iO. 41, ii» 4S. 
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for i^robislier's second voyage were Jbeguu some months 
be£»re« By the •aOith pf > JlCwNxh fhiiwaii tdcittid^^ hd- 

Miohaelf each of 25 tons' burthen, and having Ix^tween- 
th&i]^ twenty ui^iiidri:i and dve eoidieii^ on bouni, and ' 
01^ "mck langer. Yeaad Uuti bj/tiie iQctebn^^tiiei^ftc^ df • 
20O'.tQiia%biittfaef!i>ifuiKDi&^^ 8ittf^i^e-0Bdle»» ftfid'i 
twenty-five soldiers. Among the crews were ten con- 
vict$, imost of them impiTSoncd lor iiigliway robbery, 
taken xm oi jptiaaii M^^m ar v^ff ' 

foGiUslvoiiQfeeni »of the timsgj handed* tfy Fi^dlikhttt; 
in the expectation that he Monld be able to turn 
tb^Bi into iioaest meu^*^ it was by such as these that 
miitipi^ were*«nc»ni]3aged^taivd;lavt4e8^MMitia^^ 
dishonoolr \ io' < th6 naane . ^ ti xfJu^Ii^teii^iiV ' were done. 
1 rubishcr wLscly got rid of his criminals before he had 

paiiied from the English coast, t 

JQflft sbip^i iveigiiad iaiiahoir>«ti Blaekwieill oa Whit Mon.^ 
di^^'the 06thfof M^f. i Nimi days b^foona a ' code of in*' 
struL'tiuLL^ for his guidance during the voyage had been 
addressed to Jjim^asi her" loving friend," by the Queen, 
luiiihlide at apuHy ^ hlppmgeA thtit' the discovety ' of a 
paaritge'to Oaffchay was regarded, b;f metchants eOid states- 
men at any rate, as quite subordinate to the lindiug of 
a gold district ia the northern parts of America, and its 
oonveisioii kkto^'mo. Ikiglisit colony. ' FtobishiB]^ -was to go 
at-osoe tei^^'ii Idatfd, Ihet^^ to leave his large idup in 

. i L*: • 

* BioOBD OmcB MSS., Domestic, vol. ozL. |(o. 48 ; joL oodZn 
t Hajxutt, voL iii^ p. 58. 
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mfe.'harbcnr^iaBid irfth the'titomitllir ones, to ^nmH the 

place whence he had brou2:ht the ore last year, and to 
flearcklQr other goid-produGiug districts. If he succeeded, 
lie WIS' to plaut a aokaxy saxdihome mm Aid ftii^i its 
MldieM'to inotedt it ; if lie flrikd h(9 -ms at onceiA tmtd 
the Aid back to England. In either case, he was only 
to fwirsue ins Cathay iui search in the Gabrid and Michael ; 
lii nideed^ it teemed dMiKabb that) bev ehpuid do. even 
'that In the'ooutae of ithe expedition' he was' to capfnoe 
leight or ten people of the country, both young and old ; 
/^ whoni we mind shall; aot return again tliither,'' it was 
.said, i'' and Uierefose yoiL ebali faay».g03at care how jne 
.do4ake.4hem^foF midiBgof offmoetovaidstbem aihd 
'the oountry."* ; 
' .Alter one day's halt at Grmvesend, where the sacra- 
sieait fr66 adininnlerei^ and the orelsm.imffe^ aocording 
to the report of one of them, '^prepared as^ good 
Chrfstians Itowards Gknl and resoltite menfor all foftniies,'' 
.and three days' waiting at Harwich, where additional 
> psDvlBiaDB were taken in, and aome who w^e looud' to be 
jntthsr good €Wibti«&8-inr -resoliito'iae]]! weie weeded 
out of tboeompany, Fibbishef proceeded in tliie*lraokfof 
his previous voyage. He stopped at Orkney and found 
its inhabitants almost as barbarous as the Esquimaux. 
^ At onr landing^**' we xeady *f iiie people fled fxtm /their 
poor oottages, vntbudnMs atil alarms to^ warn tboir 

1 neighbours of enemies ; biit» by gentle persuasions, wo 

■ I . • ■'I'll, 

* IvEroui) Offic e MSS., Domestic, vol. cxiii., "NTo. 13. The details of 
Frol)isher's secoml voyage, like the first, are chiclij' takca iiova. the two 
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reclaimed them to their bouada. It seemeth thoy are 
often frighted with {Hnlteb»= €V 410016. hthir metOBB, tbat 
faWwIihaxi- .with Bmk frfedden fkmt \ -Theirrhdmes hi<e yevy 

simply built with pebble stone, without any chimneys, 
'the fire being made in the midst thereof. They are 
4fi8titule qC /Wood ^ their 'firei is' iiiifi»<a]iid dowahavds. 
The goodmaa^ mfe, dhildtfem^ and otli^ '<Kf the Hunily, 
eat and sleep on the one side of the house ; and the 
cattle on the other; very beastly and rudely, in i('?pect 
6£<eiviUty.* They have oom^ biggyaild o«|ts^ witb wJs^ieh 
-Uiey pay tiieir' kingV ineiits, to iLeii mMUteiiQi&oe of his 
house. They take ofreat quantities of fish, whieli they 
dry in the wind and son. They dress their meat very 
filthily, and eat it mthout salt Their appevei is sMeir 
the mdeit soft of SoeiiBadt r Gllkeilr fimnkey ie dU-base. 
-T'heir Church and religion is performed according to 

:the Scots." ■. • - '■■ ■ ■ ' •»» 

iLemritigi ibese wild ' people ioni 1ihB> of Jiati^, 
.BtMAer aad- bis .creit safled on . for siK-and4wbnty 
^ys, meeting on their way a fishing smack which had 
tcome IVom Iceland, but seeing no laiid and suflSaring 

seas* Tkrough 

llbede tbey wetef able.to pass sibie ao&Aj by leason of 
tbeeontintal day^onaltemaliion of dayHghtand twilight, 

lin which they found themselves. Great trees, torn up 
ibyi the xoots andt brought by the bnirents isoax the ooast 
of Aineiiio% 4^diiome ieebetg% eameiin their way, and 

on the 4th of July there was great firing of guns and 
' rejoicing because the men of the Michael, wliich wiis in 
advance of the other vemiSf mistook -a groups laiger 
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ipwidose by, jK^wev^r, an4 tb^y ,cam^.)yHhiji sight it 
in the. eyening of the same day. Tliey were unable to 
\^ , ..JJmiiig, »tjir^ i>pbi«j^r. I wandered. Hp.aftd 

he saw nothing a i^ged coast-line of tUghmoimtfuni^ 

and desolate table lands covered with snow and snow* 
wrapp^fogks, hai'dly to be dis^jj^gijiijihed li*oi^. the ^l^^g^ 

Leaving this region on the 8th of July, Frobisln^r 
saUed pn to the north-\y^ and made for the i^W^ 

Miduiel wag. nearly wieck^ her /Steerage, being broken 

and her topmast blown overboard, so that she was 
boat^ put of sight and given ^uj) ^oij Iq^I^. \mtil tb^ 
motm^g tib^,X7jib, jwJien all the ships (ca^pf togpthec 

the ];L€4gbbPurhood of QaU*s Island. ; f^rpbisher tried 
to enter the Straits that bure Lis name, but they were 
blocked up witfbicj^^; ^d,.the^'efore, after some search for 
^ better ^urboixdog^. jl^e put into tbe little 4}ay in.!^(^'a 
lakndy a,t wbiob he had preyjio^sfy anchored. The^ he 
entered upuii live weeks' careful examination of the 
^jacent isia^ds and waters^ made sometimes with the 
^plp fle^,^iaefimes ,b\ the Qaitrid and Michadf^^iafi 
Qfienpstinp^atO^pi^oreoftheslups'boats. , 

Concerning the results of this examination we have 
many curious details. Frobishtjr s first work, and the 
mtk tQ wl^i^aU thcQUgl^ this expedition he aeem&f ii^ 
BCfiQfsii^md with his instructjona^ to haye chiefly ^pplieA 
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himself, was in searching for the golrl ore which was 
Supposed to abound in the district. On the 18th of 
^July/iniimeMii&tel^ 4fter^fa!L8 imie il^bt had'tia^ azii^dH 

which the deceptive mineral had been procured tte 
year before. He found none there ; but in some other 
mm iidandB Ke met with '^oii^k^tof 'itiak4i \m 

" On the follo^v^ng day he started on a more important 
searching expedition. Taking with him forty of his 
ibllbweiW h^ p»to6^ed in a cbtiplb of bbais isis ikto 

landed upon its northern slinre, and marched inland for 
two or three miles. Ascending a high hill, he caused 
biB mento mdke a elcflii^ilL '^Fstone^^and idtef sbiiiid]!^ 
aWiitofieft aVid offering up si/riail^ prayers, lie iiiinid'tli^ 
liill ^loiint Warwick, in honunr of liis patron, the Earl of 
Warwick. On his way down he met a party t)f natives, 
wlib made great 8bo# of friendship, slolpp^d^'^iAiicedj 
Ikughed, and cried' for joy at'tiy^'totwlVr 'the tlnglisri 
trumpets. Englishmen and Esquimaux conversed id 
df^tmt) show and seemed to have arrived at a good under- 
striding witih 6ne ano^er. Pins and otiie^laifles were' 
^tltiliy taken by the natiVed in 'excKaiig^ tdr' UW-ksas^ 
and whatever other articles thev liad about them. "Their 
manner of traffic,** says the narrator of the voyage, " is 
tiid^ 7 ^ef d6 ti^ to lay down of their merchandize tt{)on 
^'g^und'fio miicli as'thejr meU to pftxt vittiik^^ikd 8(» 
looking that the other party with wh()ia they liidke'tll^e 
^buld do the like, they them^lves do depart, and then. 
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if ihey do Ike'of their part, they cotne again and Hake in 

exchange the other s merchandize ; otherwise, if they li^ 
not, they take their own and depart." In this way Fro- . 
biBher*BeoinpanyBpe&tm<tetof theday. Intheaftetuocii 
t1i»y -Inirridd badkto tbef ghore; inieiiiding to tetam to thb' 
ships ))t'loro nii^htt'ull. The Esquimaux followed them* 
to the shjore, making all possible signs of friendship, 
and bedconing them' to stay ^th or return to th^^ 
Fvoittsber on his part 'was anxions to tako some of theai 
baok to the ships, and this induced him to a very foolish 
and unjustifiable measure. Having coaxed two of his 
new friends to the water's edge, he caught hold oi them 
and' tried, with Captain Hall^ aasistanee, to force them 
into a boat. The natives slipped away, ran for their 
bows and arrows, which they had left on the road, and 
then made such a desperate attack u|N!>n Frobisher and 
Hall that tbey, haviflg AO weapons with' which to 
defend themselves, nearly lost their lives. Thereupon 
both Englishmen and Esquimaux crowded up, and a 
general scuffle ensued, which resulted in the capture of 
one natiye and in the fuming of All his comrades, who 
had shown their willingness to be friends, into dangerous 
enemies. ' ' • • . 

That saaoie night FrobidiH^r had another narrow escape'. 
Earing rowed from t)to larger isMd to a small one ifct a 
little distance off, he was compelled to stay there all 
night by a violent storm which sprang up and nearly 
wceoked the ships that were waiting for hhn out at sea. 
During the day the wind had diangedj and before 
eyening it brought down upon the little fleet a whole 



isn^ . £i^kii$if^ with Mdn and^Iae,- « ' ' 148t 

army - of , icebei^ gveat fUid^MimlL' ' Thd marialors 
th^gfoght .timt th^y i9isceeded<a tboaaimd in .monber^ And 

that the smallest of them by itself would certainly 
dti^Ugy tlie ships if it canke iuto qoJJUaiou mih them.. 
Tb^nigUtnLoQg twilight.tbey Apcnt in eTadtng'tbe fniiraaiA 
ofTthcaefbiriDidiiblB QuqiiaesisaiUbgii^svran Qnediractioii; 
now m another, as one iceberg after another approached 
ai^^ threateiied to ovexwholm. them* Some scraped 
ii«^aQd9om^]iftP£ily ompedW' 88y»tJ»e atkUorhisitomn. 
i|i:Atip,t^0 end ihey were Ba^ediby.^Ai^ul seatnaiisliiip^' 
he tadds, " God being our best steersman." In the 
morning, i:obi6her rejoined them hia comrades and 
hift oKptivei , »ad. aU uaitedi o£ <SQ\nm dsceplmg 'the 
captiye^ miidsatyilmiks^yms tp> Gbd M hisftrotedioa 
of them in the time of danger. " » . t , . . 

The storm being overpassed, it proved very service- 
able tp the T<^9gec9« . f'rpbisher'a Stmits wQie thereby 
sHffifcie^tly. deaceA : of iqe »to • be joayigable^ Theiefbra 
they, for the first time, fairly entered them, and pro- 
ceeded by degrees, halting often on the way, for a 
distance of i^bout ta hivuk^ dule^ into the ebamiel. 
Erobish^^s. $ret a&oboiiiig was. in a little bay* on the 
southern side of the Straits, which in honour of kb 
chief mate, ^p. expert sailor, he called Jackmau's Sound. 
Thia, whidi seeioed to* him f^.eaia jcasting^place, was' 
r^ere^ - 4aiigai:9it9 !by ;immQioiis groiat Uooks of ice 
which, breaking dlT from the frozen ooyering of ihe 
remoter part of the Straits, rode througli it with a curve 
on thjeir «way to the open sea. But the ships renEiained 
m it ;pithoutf injiuyi while Exobiflher investigaAed some 
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adjoining islandsy and then pTooeeded to explore 
the southern coastland, which was really a promontory 

dividing Hudson's Straits from Frubisher's Straits, 
but which he supposed was a portion of the American 
continent. 

Upon the island he gathered large quantities of what 

he took for gold ore, and his wonder was aroused by **a 
great dead fish, which," we are told, " as it should seem, 
had been embayed with ice, and was, in proportion, ronnd 
like to a porpoise, being abont twelve feet long and in 
bigness answerable, having a horn of two yards long 
growing out of the snout or nostrils," This horn, 
wreathed and straight^ like in fashion to a taper made 
of wax," was taken home and presented to Qneen 
Elizabeth, wlio kept it among her treasures. 

On the 23rd of July, Frobisher and all the men who 
could be spared from the ships landed on the pro- 
montory, and made some research into the character- 
isties of tliis part of Meta Incognita, though deterred 
from doing as much as they desired by the strict orders 
given to them to make it their great business to search 
for the coveted gold ore. At oar first arrival^" 
says one of the sailor historians, "our general, with 
his company in marching order, entered the land, 
having . special care by .exhortations that, at our en* 
trance thereunto, we should all with one voice, kneeling 
upon our knees, chiefly thank God for our arrival; 
secondly, beseech Him that it would please His Divine 
Majesty long to continue our Queen, for whom he and 
all the rest of our company took possession of the 
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«otuitry ; and, tbirdlyi ihatiby loor OliiiatiBn tAndf '\i3ad 
endeavour these barbarous people, trained up in pa- 
ganism and iniidelityy jmgbt be xeduced to the know- 
.Mge.iof tnte nreligiaoi ^aad4o. thd^ilfqiie o£) sailvattion ib 
ChriBt our Bedeemer. After this we aU: maiohed 
through the country with ensign di^piayed, so far as 
wos/ thought Q^edfui, and now and tkeu heaped up 
atoD^ on higfr inootttohMtaadiOtiieff'tdaM* tokA& Qf 

' Satisfied with that, the voyagers crossed the straits 
jkud paid a similar visit to the northern shore, which 
Aej^ tfaok^ght ym ekher lAsiiiiitflelf at oine td ito iiuroto 
appendag68«> Tbeiuie ikey > MeA fintber- vesliy * mtnig 
both the northern and the southern barriers of Fro- 
bisher's Straits, and halting finally in a little bay which 
tkey isaUed i th^ .QomtiQBa^^oi Warwick's » Soii&d>. ml^- an 
ieii^t in ats mj)d9|^,to wUdi they^aiire the aauui ofi the 
CountoiB of Warwick'e Islands There they found plenty 
of the fancied gold of which they were in search, but 

kme fHTQTi^i^ed hy the ice gQing* £nrtk^ pnepmd 
fatretanuagtOi lEngltmd>. i . ..i . i > . 

I Let the two sharers in this voyaging, whose narra- 
tives are our only sources of information thereupon, tell 
i|#iWmeif)f .th^ &Kpdrjiettces.;in,tkeij awn quaint words. 
^{itTp^n iixe.,mBa:^mii\'QViss againat the GoiuiiiefiSi's 
XAmdj*** says 0110 of d^m, we disoovered and beheld^ 
to our great marvel, the poor caves and houses of those 
CQimtry. ,people, ; which .seXiVe 1 thei^. as, it should seem, 
fiK,th0ir,,'9mter. dweUing8^. and.aj»^inade two fothoms 
uqider groimd» in-compass loond Jike to an oyeut being 

VOL. I. L 
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joined fast one to another, haying boles like a fox or 

coney, to keep and come together. They undertrench 
these places with gutters, so that the water filling from 
the hills above them may slide away without their 
annoyance ; and are seated commonly in the foot of a 
hiil to shield them better from the cold winds, having 
their door and entrance ever open towards the south. 
From the ground upwards they build mik whales* 
bones for lack of timber, which, bending one over anp 
other, are handsomely compacted in the top together 
and are covered over with seals' skins, wliich, instead of 
tilefi^ fence them from the rain. In which house they 
have only one room, having the one half of the floor 
raised with broad staves a foot higher than the other, 
whereon, strewing moss, they make their nests to sleep 
^ in. They defile these dens most filthily with their 
beastly feeding, and dwell so long in a place, as we 
think, until^ their slnttishness loathing them, they are 
forced to seek a sweeter air and a new seat. They are, 
no doubts a dispersed and wandering nation, as the 
Tartarians, and live in hordes and troops, without any 
certain aboda" 

** They are of the colour of a ripe olive," says another 
of the voyagers. " They are men very active and 
nimble. They are a strong p6<^e and very warlike, 
for, in our si^lit, upon the tops of the hills they would 
often muster themselves after the manner of a iskirmish, 
trace their ground very nimbly, and manage their 
bows and darts with great dexterity. They go dad in 
coats made of the skms of beasts^ as of seals, deer, bears, 
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foxes, and hares. They have also some garments of 

featheris, being made of the cases of fowls, finely sewed 
and compacted together. In summer they use to wear 
the hair side of their coats outward, and sometimes go 
naked for too much heat, and in winter, as by signs 
they haye declared, they wear four or five fold npon 
their bodies with the hair for warmth turned inward. 
These people are by nature very subtle and sharp- 
witted, ready to oonceiye onr meaning by signs, and to 
make answer well to be understood again ; and if they 
Imve not seen the thinp: whereof you ask them, they 
will wink and cover their eyes with their hand as who 
would say, it hath been hid from their sight If they 
understand you not whereof you asked them, they will 
stop their ears. They will teach us the name of each 
thing in their language which we desire to learn, and 
are apt to learn anything of us. They delight in music 
above measure, and will keep time and stroke to any 
tune you shall sing, both with their voice, liead, hand, 
and foot, and will sing the same tune aptly after you. 
They will row with our oars In our boats, and keep a 
true stroke with our mariners, and seem to take great 
delight therein. For their weapons to offend their 
enemies or kill their prey withal, they have darts, 
slings, bows and arrows headed with sharp stones, bones, 
and some with iron. They are esceeding friendly and 
kindhearted one to the other, and monm greatly at 
the loss or harm of their fellows, and express their 
grief of mind with a mournful song and dirges. They 
are verr choice in the manner of their living. They 
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are good fislicrmen, and in their small boats, bcin<]: dis- 
guised ill their coats of sealskins, they deceive the fish, 
who take them rather for their fellow seals than for 
deceiTing men. They are good markgmen. With 
their dart or arrow they will commonly kill a duck or 
any other fowl in tlie head, and commonly in the eye. 
When they shoot at a great £sh with any of their darts, 
they use to tie a bladder thereunto, whereby they may 
the better find them again, and the fisli, not being able 
to carry it so easily away — for that the bladder doth 
buoy the dart — ^will at length be weary and die there- 
with. They have nothing in use among them to make 
fire withal, savino^ a kind of heath and moss which 
gi'oweth there, and they kindle their fire with continual 
rubbing and letting one stick against another, as we do 
with flints. They draw with dogs in sledges upon the 
ice, and remove their huts therewithal, wherein they 
dwell in summer, wherein they go a hunting for their 
prey and provision against winter. They do sometimes 
parboil their meat a little and seethe the same in 
kettles made of seals' skins. They have also pans, cut 
and made of stone very artificially. They use putting 
gins wherewith they take fowl. They use to traffic and 
exchange their commodities with some other people, of 
whom they have such thing as their miserable country, 
and ignorance of art to make, deeraeth them to have, 
as bars of iron, heads of iron for their darts, needles 
made foursquare, certain buttons made of copper, which 
they use to wear upon their foreheads for ornament, as^ 
our ladies in the Court of England do use great pearl. 
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The women cany their sucking children at their backs, 
and do feed them with raw flesh, which first they do a 
little chew in their own mouths. The women have 
their &ce8 marked or painted over with small blue 
spots. They have black and long hair 6n their heads 
and trim the same in a decent order. The men have 
but little hair on their faces and very thin beards. 
These people are great enchanters, and use many 
charms of witchcraft; for when their heads do ache, 
they tie a great stone with a string upon a stick, and 
with certain prayers and words done to the stick, they 
lift aphtha stone fiom the ground, which sometimes 
with all a man's force they cannot stir, and sometimes 
again they lift as c asily as a feather, and hope tliereby, 
with certain ceremonious words, to have ease and health. 
And they made us by signs to understand, lying groyel* 
ling with their faces upon the ground and making a 
noise downward, that they worship the devil under 
them." 

These descriptions, very correct in the main, and 
only in error where the voyagers, unacquainted with 

the language of the people, were likely to make false 
inferences, show that Frobisher and his comrades 
made careful observation of all that came in their way. 
Their treatment of the natives seems for the most part 
to have been very kind and conciliatory. On only one 
occasion did they exercise their soldiership upon them, 
and this was not until having landed at a new place 
with friendly intentions, they were assailed with darts 
and arrows. 
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It was not in the natnre of Tudor Englisbmen to 

understand that they had no right to enter the territory 
of people who resented their coming. 

£at in this case they fought no more than seemed 
to them absolntely neoessary. Being attacked by the 
Esquimaux, they startled them with a volley of ord- 
nance and arrows, hoping thus to frighten them away. 
In this they were mistaken. Desperately returning 
upon onr men," says one of the nnmher, 'Hhey resisted 
them manfully, so long as their arrows and darts 
lasted, and after gathering up those arrows which our 
men shot at them, yea, and plucking onr arrows ont of 
their bodies, encountered afresh again and maintained 
their cause until both weapons and life failed them. 
And when they found they were mortally wounded, 
being ignorant of what mercy meaneth, with deadly 
iiiry they cast themselyes headlong from off the rocks 
into the sea, lest perhaps their enemies shoald receive 
glory or prey of their dead carcases ; for they supposed 
US belike to be cannibals, in this conflict one of our 
men was dangerously hurt in the belly with one of their 
arrow s, and of them were slain fire or six, the rest by 
flight escaping among the rocks, saving two women, 
whereof the one being old and ugly, our men thought 
she had been a devil or some witch, and therefore let 
her go. The other being young, and cumbered with a 
suckling child at her back, hiding herself behind the 
rocks, was espied by one of our men, who, supposing 
she had been a man, shot through the hair of her head 
and pierced through the child's arm ; whereupon she 
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cried out, and our surgeon, meaning to heal her child's 

arm, applied salves thereunto. But she, not acquainted 
with such kind of surgery, plucked those salves away, 
and by continual licking with her own tongue, not much 
unlike our dogs, healed up the child's arm." 

This captive was retained, and taken back to the 
ships with a kindly purpose. ** Having now got a 
woman-captiTe for the comfort of our man," our quaint 
chronicler proceeds, *^ we brought them both together, 
and every man with silence desired to behold the 
manner of their meeting and entertainment. At their 
first encountering, they beheld each other yery wistly 
a good spaoe^ without speedi or word uttered, with 
great change of colour and countenance, as though 
it seemed the ' grief and disdain of their captivity 
had taken away the use of their tongues and utter- 
ance. The woman at the first yery suddenly, as 
though she disdained or regarded not the man, turned 
away, and began to sing as though she minded another 
matter. But being again brought together, the man 
broice up the silence firsts and with stem and staid 
countenance, began to tell a long solemn tale to the 
woman, whereunto she gave good heeding, and inter- 
rupted him nothing till he had iinished. And after- 
wards, being grown into more familiar acquaintance 
by speech, they were turned together, so that, I think, 
the one would hardly have lived without the comfort 
of the other ; and lor so much as we could perceive, 
although they liyed continually together, yet did they 
neyer use as man and wife, though the woman spared 
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not to do all necessary things that appertain to a good 
housewife indifferently for them both, as in making 
clean their cabin, and erery other thing that apper* 
tained to his ease; for when he was seasick she wonid 
make him clean ; she would kill and flay the dogs for 
their eating and dress his meat." 

While studying the habits of the Esquimaux, and 
' noticing the features of their country, Frobisher made 
it his chief business to collect the mineral which was 
supposed to be richly freighted with gold. By the 
middle of August he had loaded his ships with about 
two hundred tons of it ; and then, being warned by the 
approach of colder weather, which gave hard work to 
many of his people in breakin^^ the ice that threatened 
to block up the vessels and make the whole party last 
prisoners for the winter, he resolyed to go home. By 
his instructions he was authorised, sending home the 
Aidy to pursue his quest of Cathay in the Gabriel and 
the Michael But he saw that it was impossible to 
make much further yoyaging that autumn, and he him- 
self seems to haye partly shared the opinion of his em- 
ployers, that, if Cathayan wealth could be found near 
at hand, it was better to amass it than to endure fresh 
perils in a more distant search. At any rate^ he decided 
to postpone the search till the next year. AccordiDgly, 
on the 22nd of August, having prepared the ships for 
departure, he lit a great bonfire on the highest point in 
the Countess of Warwick's Island, and, marching round 
it» with- ensigns flying and' trumpets sounding, dis* 
charged a farewell volley of ordnance. On the morn- 
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ing of the 23id he weighed anchor, bat was becakoed. 
On the 24th he set sail in earnest, and, in the course of 

eighteen hours, made the entire passage of so much of 
the Straits as he had discovered, and entered the open 
sea. 

The honfbward yoyage was easily peiformed, in spite 

of a succession of heavy storms. On the 30th of 
August one of the company was washed overboard and 
drowned. This, howeyer, was the only loss ineoixed 
during the whole enterprise, excepting the death of one 
sailor who was ill at the time of starting from Enghmd, 
but who insisted upon accompanying the expedition be- 
cause ''he rather chose to die therein than not to be one 
to attempt so notable a yoyage.** On the 1st of Sep- 
tember the greatest of tlie storms separated the ships. 
The Aid, taking a different route from that previously 
followed, arriyed at Milford Hayen on the 23rd of 
September, whence she proceeded leisurely to Bristol, 
where Frobislier found that the Gahriel had already 
entered that port, and that the Michad had reached 
Yarmouth in safety. 

The welcome accorded to Frobisher far exceeded that 
with which he had been greeted on his return in the 
autumn of 1576. He was at once summoned to the 
Court at Windsor, and there heartily thanked and gra- 
ciously entertained by Queen Elizabeth. The report 
that he had brought with him two hundred tons of gold 
ore filled England with rejoicing. A large part of the 
treasure was deposited in Bristol Castle ; the rest was 
oonyeyed to the Tower of London, Queen Elizabeth 
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sending down a special message that foni locks weie to 
be placed upon the door of the treasury, and that the 

kevs were to l>e handed over to Martin Frobisher, 
Michael Lock, the Warden of the Tower, and the 
Master of the Mint Thence it was doled out to the 
best gold refinets that could be found. Simiar experi- 
ments were carried on at Bristol under the instructions 
of Sir William Winter. A crowd of new adventurers 
hurried up with money to be applied in the carrying 
on of these experiments^ and it was long before people 
could be brought to believe that the ore did not really 
contain any gold worth speaking of. W hen one mode 
of smelting proved disastrous^ it was thought that 
another sort of manipulation would bring the gold to 
light. Before long the truth oozed out On the 90th of 
November Michael Lock had to inform Secretary 
Walsingham that a schism had grown up, as he said, 
''among us commissioners through unbelief, or I can* 
not tell what worse, in some of us, which the time must 
open." On tlie 6th of December Sir William Winter 
wrote to say that they could not get a furnace hot 
enough *^ to bring the work to the desired perfection." 
At length it was admitted that the ore was poor in 
respect of that brought last year, and of that which we 
know may be brought the next year," * 

With that opinion, the adventurers in the Cathay 
Company, the English Court, and the English people 
comforted themselves. Already great preparations had 

* BsooBD OpficB M88., DeimuUc, vol. ozvL, No. 25; TcL OEvfiL, 
Km. 86» 89, 41—48, 64 ; toL odx., Noi. 8—10, fte. 
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been began for sendiug out another and much larger 
expedition early in 1578, and it was lesdiYed that these 
shonld not be stayed. The old sabscribers to the Com- 
pany increased their sliares, and m w men were allowed 
to join in the venture. It was planned that a sufficient 
expedition should be despatched for the bringing home 
of two thousand tons of ore— one memorandmn of Lord 
Burghley's suggests fiye thousand tons — and for the 
planting in Meta Incognita of a colony of a hun- 
dred men; and with this end, a fleet of fifteen ships 
was fitted ont» and suitable preparations of all sorts 
were made. Among the latter was a strong fort or 
house of timber, artificially framed and cunningly 
demised, whereby those men that were appointed to 
stay ihere^ the whole winter might as well be defended 
firom the danger of the snow and cold air as also forti- 
fied from the force or oflfence of those country people 
which perhaps otherwise, with too great multitude, 
might oppress them."^ 

With these preparations the last two months of 1577 
and the first four months of 1578 were fully occupied. 
In the spring a copious series of instructions were de- 
lirered to Frobifilier. Therein he was directed to do 
his best towards acquiring the fancied treasures of Meta 
Incognita and " the north-west parts." Cathay was 
forgotten ; and he was only to pursue his discoveries 
some fiflty or a hundred leagues, or at the outside two 

* Bboobd Ofviob M88., Domedic, roh cxiz., Nos. 85, 37, 89, 42, 46: 
t6L ciTiii., Noe. S, 7, 50, 51 ; vol. czzir.» No. 1 ; Haklvtt, toI. iii., 
^65. 



Digitized by Google 



'156 MaHin Frcbiaher' 8 Third Voyage. icsAP.n. 

hnndred leagues, further westward than the Counteaa of 
Warwick's Island. He was, of course, to be Admiral or 

Captain-gcucral of the whole fleet, consisting of his old 
ships the Aid, the Gdbridj and the Michael^ and of a 
dozen new ones — ^the Thomas AUen, the Judith, the 
Anne FraneU, the Sop^^odl, the Bear, the Thomas of 
Ipswich, the Emanuel of Exeter, the Francis of Foy, the 
Moon, the Emanuel of Bridgwater, the Solomon of Wey- 
mouth, and the Denis, For these he was to select a 
hundred and thirty able seamen, a hundred and sixty 
pioneers, and sixty soldiers, besides a suitable number 
of gunners, shipwrights, carpenters, and surgeons, with 
« a minister or two, to administer divine service and 
the sacraments according to the Church of England." 
Captain Edward Fenton, who had gone in the expe- 
dition of 1577 and apparently done nothing, but who 
was a favourite at Court, was to be Vice-admiral of the 
voyage and Captain of the colony appointed to settle in 
the new country. He, Captain Yorke, Captain Bichard 
Philpott, Captain George Best, and Captain Henry Carew 
were to be Frobisher's chief advisers in the expedition ; 
and for additional advice if needed, he was to look to 
his trusty master mariners, Christopher Hall, Charles 
Jackman, James Bear, and Andrew Dyer. He was to 
proceed at once to the Countess of Warwick's Island, 
and there, in the first place, look for the eight 
hundred tons of ore, that being the quantity ulti- 
mately resolved upon, which he was to send home in 
the autumn ; then to find a suitable place in which to 
erect a fort and plant his colony; and finally to pursue 
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sach general explorations as he deemed advisable. He 
was also, if possible, either on the ontward or on the 

homewaiil voyage, to examine "the new land of Fries- 
land," — that is, the southern part of Greenland; and 
he was to see that^ in the whole enterprise, strict order 
was observed, and every man did his duty, or was 
sternly punished for neglect of it * 

Thus instructed, Frobisher assembled his ships at 
Harwich, on the 27th of May, where eight that had 
been fitted out in the Thames were joined by the Aid, 
the Gabrid, and five others which had left Bristol about 
three weeks before, and had called at Plvniouth to take 
on board part of their crews. On the 28th Frobisher 
and his fourteen captains repaired to the Court at Green- 
wich, and there received fresh thanks and kindly treat- 
ment from Queen Elizabeth. " Her Highness," we are 
told, " besides other good gifts and greater promises, 
bestowed on the Greneral a iair chain of gold, and the 
rest of the captains kissed her hand, took their leave, 
and depiirted every man towards their charge," 

From Harwich the fleet sailed on the 3l8t of May. 
Taking a new route, it passed round the southern coasts 
of England «nd Ireland. Cape Clear was skirted on 
the 6th of June, and on the same dav Frobisher foil in 
with some Bristol traders who had been assailed by 

* Record Oftice MSS., Dmnestic, Conway Papers. The authoritiflB 
for the following: il( S( rii)tion of Frobisher's third voyage are the two 
narratives printed by Hakjaiyt, vol. iii., pp. 65 -70, 107—129, l)y 
Thomas Ellis and Captain Best, and two others, by Chriatoplur Hall 
and Edward Sellman, among the Bamsu Mus£UH MSS., Hurleian, 
elzviL, fb]& 169^160, and olziz.. folt. 183— 200» wbioh oonftain 
interarting details that are not in the printed reeovda. 
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French pirates, and left ''so sore wounded that they were 

like to perish in the sea, having neither hand nor foot 
whole to help themselves with, nor victuals to sustain 
their hungry bodies, some of them having neither eaten 
nor drunk more than olives and stinking water in 
many days before.*' Frobisher had tbeir wounds 
dressed, gave tliem a good supply of food, and put 
them in the way of returning to ijlngland. 

Then he struck out in a north-westerly direction, 
and on the 20th reached the south of Greenland. Here, 
in his second voyage, he had tried, without success, to 
effect a landing. On this occasion he was more for- 
tunate. He discovered a good harbour, with some of 
the native boats in it ; and on shore he met with tents, 
whose furniture, including nails aud articles of clothing, 
gave evidence of a certain measure of civilization. 
But^ according to the report of Captain Best» ''the 
savage and simple people, so soon as they perceived 
our men coming towards them, supposing there iiad 
been no other world but theirs, fled fearfully away, as 
men much amazed at so strange a sight, and creatures 
of human shape so fiur, in apparel, complexion, and other 
things, different from themselves." Frobisher respected 
their innocence, and took none of their property — 
chiefly, perhaps, because it was not worth taking — except 
a couple of white dogs, ior which he left pajrment 
in the shape of knives and pins.' He took formal 
possession of the district on the Queen's behalf, call- 
ing it West England, and, for a certain similitude," 
giving the name of Charing Cross to tiie last cliff of 
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which he had sight as lie sailed past on the 22nd 
of June. 

One of the next incidents of the voyage is quaintly 
described. ''The Sobmon, being under both her 
coiirseB and bonnets, happened to strike a great whale 
with her full stem with snch a blow that the ship 
stood still, and stirred neither forward nor backward. 
The whale thereat made a great and ugly noise, and 
cast up his body and tail, and so went under water ; 
and within two dajrs after there was found a great 
whale dead, swimming above water, which we sup- 
.posed was that which the Solomon struck." 

Nine more days of sailing brought the fleet within 
sight of Meta Incoguita and the opposite islands. On 
the morning of the 2nd of July orders were issued for 
its stately entrance into Frobisher s Straits, and it was 
expected that another day or two would bring the Toy- 
agers in safety to the Countess of Warwick's Island. 
Therein they were grie\ ou.sly disappointed. The mouth 
of the bay was so choked up with ice that Chris- 
topher Hall, the experienced master of the AiA^ advised 
waiting for a few days, in hopes of a clearer passage. 
Frobisher persisted, however, and the ships pushed on 
as best they could. " We were foicied many times," 
says Oaptain Best, ^ to stem and strike great blocks of 
ice, and so, as it were, make way through mighty 
mountains. All these fleeting ice are not only so 
dangerous in that they wind and gather so near to- 
gether that a man may pass sometimes ten or twelve 
miles, as it were, upon one firm island of ice, but also 
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for that they open and shut together in such sort with 
the tides and sea-gate ihat^ whilst one ship foUoweth the 

other with full saib, the ice which was open to the 
foremost will joiu and close again before the latter can 
follow the first. Thereby many times our ships were 
brought into great danger, as being not shle so sud- 
denly to take in our sails or stay the swift way of our 
ships. By such means some of the fleet, where they 
found the ice open, entered in, and passed so.^Eir within 
the danger thereof, with continual desire to recover 
their poi*t, that it was the greatest wonder of the world 
that they ever escaped or were heard of again." 

The Michael and the Judith faied best in this battle 
with the ice. Pressing on as well as they could, avoid- 
ing the huge masses that were driven towards them, 
hurrying tlirough clefts in the frozen surface, and often 
taking shelter in the tiny bays that occurred in the 
rugged edges of the ice, they slowly worked their way 
up to the Countess of Warwick's Sound, and there 
anchored in safety. 

Anotiier ship, the Denis, of 100' tons, was struck 
down by an iceberg and lost, with its caxgo^ comprising 
a great part of the moveable fort which was to be 
erected against winter, though fortunately not before its 
crew was saved by boats sent from some of the other 
shipa ** Thi%" says Captain Best, whose vivid sentences 
will best help us to understand the situation of the voy- 
agers, " was a more fearful spectacle for the fleet to 
behold, for that the outrageous storm that presently 
followed threatened them the like fortune and danger. 
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For, the fleet being thus compassed on every side with 
ice, having left much behind them through wliieh they 
passed, and finding more before them through which 
it was not possible to pass, there arose a sudden and 
terrible tempest, which, blowing from the main sea , 
directly upon the place of the straits, brouglit together 
all the ice a-seaboard of us upon our backs, and thereby 
debarred us of returning back to recover sea room 
again ; so that, being thus compassed with danger on 
every side, sundry men with sundry devices sought tlie 
best way to save themselves. Some pf the ships, where 
they could find a place more clear of ice, and get a little 
berth of sea room, did take in their sails and there lay 
adrift. Otlier some fastened and moored anchor upon 
a great island of ice, and rode under the lee thereof, 
supposing to be better guarded thereby from the out- 
rageous winds and the danger of the lesser fleeting ice. 
And, again, some were so fast shut up and compassed 
in among an intinite number of great countries and 
islands of ice that they were fain to commit themselves 
and their ships to the mercy of the unmerciful ice, and 
strengthened the sides of their ships with junks of 
cable, beds, masts, planks, and snch-like, which, being 
hanged overboard on the sides of their ships, might 
the better defend them from the outrageous sway and 
strokes of the said ice. Diit as in 2 atest distress men 
of best valour are best to be discerned, so it is greatly 
worthy commendation and noting with what invincible 
mind every captain encouraged his company, and with 
what in( redible labour the painful mariners and poor 
VOL. I, M 
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miners onacqQaiiitad with sncli extremities, to the 

everlasting renown of our nation, did overcome the 
bruut of these great and extreme dangers. For some 
even without board upon the ice, and some within 
board upon the sides of their ships, having poles, pikes, 
pieces of timber, and oars in their hands, stood almost 
day and night, without any rest, bearing off the force 
and breaking the sway of the .ice with such incredible 
pain and peril that it was wonderful to behold; which 
otlierwise no doubt had stricken quite through and 
through the sides of their ships, notwithstanding _0|ir 
former provision; for planks of timber of more than 
three inches thick, and other things of greater force 
and bigness, by the surging of the sea and billows with 
the ice, were shivered and cut in sunder at the sides , 
of our ships. And amidst these extremes, whilst some 
laboured for the defence of the ships and sought to 
save their bodies, other some, of more mild spirit, 
sought to save their souls by devout prayer and medi- 
tation to the Almighty, thinking, indeed, hf no other 
means possible than by a divine mirade to have their 
deliverance; so tliat there was none that were either 
idle or not well occupied ; and he that held himself in 
best security had, Gpd kiioweth^ but only bare hope 
remaining for his safety." 

This grievous peril lasted for a day and a night. At 
length the storm abated, but hardly had the sea grown 
calm enough for Erobish^ .to muster his stupa in the 
open sea, and there> during one pleasant day, wiHun 
sight of a far greater iceberg than they hud ever seen 
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before, to cause special thanksgivings to be offered up 
for their deliveraace and to do something towards re- 
poiring the damage that had been done^ than a beavj 
fog set in which lasted^ with slight intermission, for 
twenty days. 

The mariners tried to find their old resting-place at 
Hall's Island. But m the darkness thej obuld not say 
whether the solid masses that they saw were land or rocks, 

or ice or denser lumps of fog. Keeping together with 
great difficulty, they wandered about until the 10th of 
July. On that day, the mist being |>artly removed, they 
found tihemsetves opposite an opening in the coast» which 
Frobibher declared to be the straits named after him. 
Christopher Hall averred that it was not Thereupon 
eiisued a serious quan^l^ in the course of which, says 
Ban himself, Frobisher fell into ^a great rage, and 
sware, by (Jod's wounds, that it was it, or else take his 
life." ilali held to liis opinion, which proved to be the 
correct one, and, in mutinous mood, quitted the Aid^ 
and, in the Thdrms AUm, whose officer, Captain iTorke, 
the Vice- Admiral, sided witli liim, put out to sea again. 
Two other ships accompanied liim, and he w as soon joined 
by a third, the Franek of Foy, which, either by the fog or 
by the choice ef its captain, had also been separated from • 
the rest of the fleet. With these vessels he examined 
the coast as well as the mists would allow, reached the 
leld Frobisher's Straits on the 18th of the month, and 
mSt&A in the neighbourhood for a week, hoping to fall 
in with the other ships. He succeeded in rescuing two 
or three from the confusion in which they were sailing 
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up and down, i^uite ijgnoraat of their position and nojlji 
knomng wtere to go, ^^th^ thfise Jiq. i^tim^^y.j 
made his way up tlio straits, now tolerably clear of ice, 
as far as the Countess of Warwick's Spuijid, \yh(ere, ou . 
the 2nd of August, he found thajt ^fpbjslifar, ax|d ,t^ift 
main bod^. of the flept were ajijea^y «pdiai; ; 

Frobislier in the mea^iwhile hf^ di^OTered the great 
inlet afterwards known as Hudson's Straits. The oj^en- 
ing which he h^d mistaken for Frobi^her's Straits wa^, 
really th^ jt^EBa^ )}etTreeii, Ile^Jjpi]tioi;i apfi 
south-eastern comer of Meta Ineog^^t^^ This he tra-: 
versed, soon to find himself in a broad and inviting 
channel^ put of which, with propex ^Yigationy.hid might; 
have made hi? wf.y into die mnd^rCQTCiited.paqaage. t^^ 
Cathay.* He saw at once that he had been at, fanlt iio, 
liis dispute with Hall, but the new^ waters in which he 
found himself \vere\ too tempting fov hiip rea4ily:to iMfPtf 
baoi^ He therefore pursined tins ];Qut^..fqr alvjipt. ,tl^ 
hundred miles, using subterfuges to persngde his doohit- 
ing followers that " the were in the yight .co\trse aa^i- 
known straits." . , • . v\ 

This falsehood did not work it9 pmpoa^- 4^ rqibifi^ 
proceeded further through the wid^ 9ikd inviting j^h^- 

^ Thfo wodM not; of eonrae, bave "been ihe nmtob tfaronKh LuioBsiec 
Soittd iKDd 80 into htnne% StrailB^ folUAred lijr Sir Jolui Fnmldlfii'ilKl* 

ftnall}- marked out by Captain M'Clintock, but a passage through 
BOTi's Straits and Fox's Clianncl into the (Julf of IJootliia, leavni- the 
£^rmi|» of islands whicli Frobishcr had explored and all CfHjkbnrn L;ind 
to the right, ami thu3, by way of liegout's Inlet, making another entianw 
into Banow's Strait. The great ioe-blockingii, increased by frequent 
windings of the passage, would have mflde fhii psssage especially dilli^ 
cnlt; but FrobiBher rjgbtly inferred that it was posedble. 
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nel, with ever-growing hope that here he was at last in 
t&e Wky 6f )realizSng ' his long^Wenshed project iot 
redcUng datbaiy, dtscohi^nf 6t lii's' companions in- 

creaseti in like proportion. It was nothinij to tliem that 
th6 southern parts of Meta Incognita, along wliicli they 
ooftsted) we^ found to be ^more fruitful and better' 
stored of gltos, de^, wild' fowl, bekrs, hares, foxes, and 

other things than any other part they had yet discovered* 
and more populous," or that, in occasional intercourse 

4 B 

vtMi &e native^ they exchaniged their bells and other 
rjnkets fcVr beiteot dbmmdditlies than tliey hsd mtberto 

plbcured, and saw the country people possessed of great 
boats large enough to hold twenty persons a-piece. At 
firi^ in individual and temperate [discourseji and then in 
general datmotir, they requested to be taken to their 

■ 

appointed destinaticni in the Countess of Warwick's 
Sound, and I'robisher was, in the end, forced to give 
way to them. He himself also felt that, in compliance 
with his ittstmctions from England, and on behalf of the 
seven or eight ships of which he had lost sight and 
which he supjx)sed had already made their way up 
Frobisher's Straits, it was right that, though sorely 
ajgv^hutt Ilk ^Bh€»,'lid shotild turn back 

•This accordingly he did. He again entered the 
region of fog, and — with imminent rislc of shipwreck, 
during, whioby ,we are toLi, the- eonstant cry of the 
was,^ Lord, now help or never! now, Lord, 
look down from Heayan and save us nnners, or else our 
safety coraeth too late!" — cleared the comer of 3Ieta 
InobgnjitQi on. the 23rd of July. There many of the 
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mavmfos^ lyhp b^ioved^thait tiwy, bad 'fady* just ib^im 
. $iiiT^ from death hj a TSj^ial mivlKslei wrought^ /tii^r 

behalf, were unwilling to trust themselves any more to 
ihd niereies of God. They proposed at' onoe {o go 
hm^fr^hmving, their - mianog eodtnuiei' io /their* frille. 

• There* i^as iredb datfgev. <}f> a> muting. - • The .imetti- 
bjaiico of the perils past and those present to their 

says Captain Best, '.^ iMrouglit bo small, iiear a&d 
tarfor into .iha haarto of laai^* omisideirate BieiL' • > *Bome 
began (xrivily id* inulmilr agiMDSt tile /genesid {fofhis 
wilful maiHiur of proceeding. Other some, forgetting 
themselves, spake more undutifully in tliisi {behedf, 

• aaying thftitlsbey had aa lief haiiaiigad'iidiaii thef .caaiie 
hoM aa,- »ndthaQt hofp^of* nsaist^f to aeefc io pasa tuudi bo 
to perish in the ice." i>ut IVobisher mastered them., and, 
amid other storinH and dangers, conveyed his fleet to 
the Ceimtieaa ef iWarwiak'a Bounds wfaicii he jreochedten 

• the dlistiof July. 'Theiehe -i^to iveloomed hy the brews 
of the J'udiiJi and the Micliael, which had been waiting 
ten days for him, and two days afterwards the reaiiiof 
itheflatt, ledhy Ofaidatjopher Hall, am ^" it 

. Sp^dal' thanksgiving ^veve'>eferedQp- for. 4^ 
meeting ; a godly sermon was preached ; and the mu- 
tii^ous conduct of Hall and more than half of the crews, 
ociiiiiftcaiiiioad bji imaf of itha* offieetSyrwaa foely fofgiTcn. 
'Bat: the •muthidw aporit waa: by no meana/'qaeiiciied. 
Christopher Hall openly declared that he had lost all 
the G eneral's conJSideiice, and oouid be of no further use 
in the>«nteE{>ii8e$ and^ sullemieflS' viaaiahaacid by a 
great many others. Many of the crew, too> mn^ mdde 
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li&fey had passed. Nearly all the f^liips were Foriotiely 
damaged by the storms they Imd weathered and the ice- 
bergs and' ioe-iooks wdja. ^hich iske/f had come in ccfl- 
MsioDi A maDtk ind been wasted m 'reaieliiiig t&e 
tSotttid, and the best part of aiaother Inionth had t<y be 
spent in making good the injuries received. All these 

MurcQmBtaams were^ perforce, discbuiagiiig to Frobish^r 
as well as to his* followeca Motoovei^ 'he oonld abt 

^.forget the -new 8<irait8 which he? hod didcoreKid, and die 
hope thus quickened in the direction of fresh Cathayau 

■i«atoipnse. He therefore resolved that he would soon 
iBtnm to England>:wliieli, indeed, it waa nieeessaiy ibr 
him te dq, imliess he chose to stay in the ^Arctic district 
all through the fast approaching winter. » 
During August, however, as much as possible was 

' dene both in fituther eoq^ration of -FbolMdier's Straits 
and in eolleetion of the ore which the ships w»re 
specially sent out to gather. The soundest vessels and 
the best crews were despatched in various directions, and 
thus some fresh though, unimpofftant disoOYeries were 
tnade and a @ood deal of worthless mineral was breught 
together. la }):irticular, Captain liest, with his own 
ship, the Anne Francis, and two others, went far up the 
inlets though not far enongk to find that Frobiaher's 
Stfadts. were veally only a narrow bay, and collected 
much store of faneiud treasure. Frobisher himself led 
another expedition, though of it we know little, as none 
• of the ohromielers of the voyage seem to have been in 

'-has party. 
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the material for the intended winter fort had been lost 
iu the Denis, and the intending coJoniets were^ot" 
willijog .to ;8tay. loogj^.-in '«q /inliQi^itabl^ 'a regtoh; 
Thercifim ^1 Uiaiterialtf that? 'r0Diia]M)d' '«rerej piitr i 

together in a great heap and cased in liine and i5tbne, '!j 
there to be available ior nse by the fresh expeditiooi • > 
wiucb^ it yfj^ Bap[H>8e<^^ tvould be fitjted oat n&Lt year.* ' | 

' r . . t * ' ' ' , ■ . ; t ■ < : i > v . . fj 

* l^Uter fin^lliiiiiMA ne^er Mitinled'td Mietk:IncQ0iiil»{ M maagp'/ 

traces of their visit Were discovered by Qiptuiii C. F*HalU the enior- ' 
prfsin? Aniericaii explorer, in 1J?61 atid 1802, nearly tlim- conturifa i 
after the iinif' to wiiieh tlicy bolon^r, Tn liin joumtil uf April 9, 18G1, 
he SBTd : "Aiiiuiii^ the tniditiony handed d<iwn from one g on emt ion to 
auotlier there ia this, that many, very many ycAra ngo sow© "white men . 
boat 8 ship OD one V tte Mikiuhr V^bidiav BAjraadmit t^HsgC^h 
White at BOMme^ Hitthdtl^ \a i^irte); > I hlul wMaltii ooivrtoatlaiie %ithi'i 
an iutclfigcnt Bt^uiUMi; Who ^poke of a time long, long- apfo, wlifen-. * 
white men built a vessel on an inland in the bay lower down ' Frobisher^'^ 
Bay ! ; spoke also of bride, tiitiht-r, fliips, ite., ns having lieen left there" 
(Lz/e tcith the Ksquiinuux, lbti4, vol. i., j)p. 271, 27*2}. Passing up the bay, . 
aaei of his native friend* poiutal out to him an island "where " white men ] 
a long time a«,'o had mMtdd a drip " (vol. 1., p. 378)» la May hs lnat uoms 
old woman, who UAA Idm ttiiil' '^the wftlt«f men of' tlia afaip» landed in • 
NlAtmtelik, an inland near Oojnin fallowing,'* which Captain Hall i leiiti- i 
fies with the Ccmntos.s of WarNVick's Island. She then proceeded to 
say, that upon Niountelik slu' liivl t^vvn brickr^ and coal, and piecea of 
timber of various sizes. She hud »l,so lieard fn>ia old Inmiits that, maxiy ■ 
years before, ships had lauded there with a gpreut number of poople. 1 > 
ashed her if Ai6 knew' bow inany ships had .eom^-fhoe? Hev>reply 
w«^ *Thtf tBmb every ykat\ lbifl'Wo,'«heQ'ihra(s tivto<aHAy<Hi gi^^ 
many ships.' Tlie cttd lady fturther Stiformeti ine \3aat frequently, in ber ^ 
lifetime, she had seen wood, chips, cm), and brioka, and large pieces of 
vcjT lieuvy stont>, on the island of Niountelik. I dsked her what kind ' 
of stone it was, and to this she replioil, * It w;is hia< k and very heavy. ' 
Nb Bmuita had ever seen such kind of stones boftiro.* ' ' CapUiiu Hall 
adda^ Chat thto old Woteatn told bfln abi^ ftiriher down tba wfailsit 
people ioak timiy two IhnAito winnen* wlwf itorer mtav bntAc 'iigata}': 
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Then the fleet set out, leafVLug tW Counter of .W^r- 

that fire whUe mea were captyjicd by lunuit pe<}p]e ut tUp tiqie of the. 
ap^niikoe of the ships a greot maiij years ago ; that these men wintered 
on shoie: thdt l!hey hVed 'among fbe inntaitsi ifaatC^dey titetmu^ ' 
httm t large 1 u it, and put a mastiintoiher* lu^d had saild ; tliot early in 
ttfi season, bt'lore much water appeared, they rndeuvouK d 1m d part; 
that, iu the effort, some fnizo their liaud.s ; but that tinally they mo * 
oeeded in gotthig into open Avater, and away they went* which waa tlia 
last eeen (jr li^iartl of tUeiu " (vo). i., pp. 30^ — 304). On another day 
Gaptain Hall aaya tiiat^ while oonyersing vrHih. tw» SSs^qlilkatttl ode ctf ' 
them showed him a piece of hrigfat^lonred briaik. ** I then asked 
whence tiiey got it ; and both Iimuita pointed to t|M island Kiounteli^ 
which was I -ss than half u mile from where we stood." Auotlier 
Esquimau, to whom lie showed it, snid, "Many of my acquniutaiices 
up the inlet have pieces of Ihe same kiud tlmt cnrao from that iflaud" 
(vol. i., pp. 310, 31G). Iu Au^Ubt OupUiin Hall carefully explored this 
iakmk ia atenkoC Ftobitbet mnmm» Thara ha fpimd Urge quaatititf 
of aoalp aoTartd'.-wilifaf wMM -aad graaii hut m othev v^l&oa (vol^ . 
pp« 77^80). In Septembet be 'eixplorcd a neighbov^ag island, called 
by the natives Kodlunam, awl 8upi>o:ied by Imu to be the Countess of 
Warwick's Island. There he found " an ox(^avatioii eighty-eight feet 
long and bix feet deep, ' wliich he HUi)po.ieti to be one of Frobislier's 
fancied gold nunofl; also " coal, Uiut-stone, fragmeutd uf tile, glatis uud 
pottery ; a ireaah. auide by tUa ahota on aa inoluied plana* aneh aaia 
nasdixbiilldiiigasihip^tliaslxNlBB; tba rninsMof tlivofiatonfltbaiiaeaf 
one of whidh was twelve feet in diameter, witb-pal^pable evidence of its. 
havini; ])cen erected on a fnnmlation of stone, cemented tnu^othor with 
lime and >.tone; and some eliiijs of wood found on digging at tlie base 
of the i>liiij'j3 trcjuclj.^ On the same islmd he discovered •* iron timer 
eaten, with ragged teeth, weighiug ixum ilftuea to twenty pouuda* oa 
iiife top of a granMaiiock, jqst witbiA Nsoli of bighjiide at ftiU ebanga , 
of.iqooii.": **Thia iabmd,'* ba wwy% ojagenaially oslM KocUiPMam 
b aa ansei white men lived on it, and built stone houses and al^O a- ship. 
From what I saw that day I was fully convinced that many, very many 
years ago, men of civihzation did live uix>n the i.slaud, and that tliey 
did build a vessel, probably a b<jho«:>ner, there'' (.vol. ii., pp. 100 — 103 j. . 
On another island iu. the same bay he Ibiuid morp coal^ a§ much, ho. 
fbought, aa about five tpna, **a]0O » Kttla pila of iUnt-Bloaaa» auniter to., 
tbaia dkoawiei m.lba eoal at fiOoaiitelifc* and w the oemant of ih^ 
fltoMhboQB ftiiaa at Kadbiaam;*' and jiaaiiliy fl^iem iaabea balaw the . 
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on- the Ist of Sepjl^^niji^.jat a bacbqnr knowjQ as Bean'a 

Sound*. /Tbiaie ^ gu^iiremcl, flmi^ 0f diMootobt^ 4lyit 
-hflid b^BL iAomflvng dmxiig th& bst two m^oftl^s, Merto 
such a height, that it was evea propoaed by some of the 
mariners to follow the frequent example of Spaoieh 
"Yoyigl^is ftnd Iwr^ F^biih^r behi4(i Xhf^t. ^yiii thov^^ 
JKOiTBYer, iraa not .acted . vixin^.A^d 1^ e<»YipiEtiiy>J0bM 
, by death of about for^ mooi embarked the : 2iid 9f 
Jaanary. • ? . , - 7 

Tbey had hardly Qutered the iopen.aef^ whf^n.ttei^ 
were harassed by nmwal of •tbe.^totiQ^.tbajb hud 4itt 
along beoii so disaatc^a* l^io ^liups tver^ di3perBed, 

»i ' . i ' • . • r ' ^ , ' ii ' 'I 

fliofiice oCtiw grauBcl, large chip, imbedded In the ooal, which hiA 
tbdoppemtio^of taftiiiig'heentihdpped oai of aUrgeplMeofoakUah^ 
with an.aoca'** (vol.iii., p. 157), .On aaoU^er vip|;.toi.||odNQlnp>* la 
piece of iron, ^=<?mi-spherieul in shape, weighing twenty pounds, was dia- 
covorcd uii'lcr the stone that hn<l W-cn oxraTntod for the * ship's way," aiid 
many otlier small pieces were found at the hefvd of th<^ trench : fmgtncnta 
of tile were found, all ove^ thu ij;>ittn^, aiul numeroua other relics, iudicair 
ing thai eiviliaed men liad vialted the place r&j many y ear^ u<,'u ' (vol. fi., 
> I9fy Ift Juti^ Oftaiu BiBliveeeiled tub nHh* MBett Attn 
^utdlnppiD* a- piece of very old brick or tile, two i^^chcs long, on^ ifi^ 
thick, and one and a half wide, and a musket ball. " The liall had 
sertMal sniaU indeBtations upon its surface, fln-l the whole of it was 
covered with a white coat (oxide of lead), in cou^cqueiie^ of long expo- 
Bure. It is ^^ths of au inch in diiunetcr" (vol. ii., p. ^83). lu July he 
went again to SMliman, and Iheire aaw' ** vexy clear* '^videnoda lie 
fidalC9ioe«}f»)daeliat»ithferg4ociUtoiqiee'V( . ' 

I have quoted, for tlje most part, in (" ajitain Hnlla own WOldfl^ and In 
chronologicBl order, his necount of his discoveries of Frobisher relics, 
which are now lod?r«i in the Greenwicli Hospital Museum. Efe also 
givos sorao further tnwlitii us received from natives in various pnrt8, from 
which and from the rehcs he considers it to be un4iu>li(»iiuble that 
fhesi^aMf feally alliaf ihetf niii»:oCSM^^ enA Itet 

like lite of F9>bjahcir*8 intended qoi^ovOT* ^ Qt^tn^^ of W^g^^jj^f 
Island, was the native KodluDam. lliese highly intereati]]^ conflliuioins 
etnhaidly heeenlMiverted. ' ' ' - 1'' * 
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iOttd'ievfeNil of llieti^ *vm& lA gieat^angeir of daatraotion. 
*Tbe Aid, wHfa FioliiBii^i^ on board* nearly wWiefe^ 

and its pinnace wjvs lost. The Emmanuel of Bridge- 
%caier was iu yet greater danger, and Dnly mved by 
'inmfid dtoerii^ tfaroiigh'arooks Uiait^ kad not hitherto 
%l9en aeotk, and ooikiiiig out at i^e mooih -of Hvnbcm'B 
'Str^ile. This ship, qnite separated from the otherB, 
passed a hoge iceberjji: ou the 12th of iSepteinl>or, which 
was sappoBed to be an island domewhere to tho'SCMith of 
Ofeenlaiid, and whioh becimie a oanpo of gMt oonfvlaoa 

* to later niap43ak«T8 and navigators* 

Gontrary wind;* ami lieavy storms befel the voyagers 
nearly all through their homeward way ; and w e have no 
distinct acoount of ita various 

> reaohed Bngland, however, arrivin^y one or two at -a 

time, at variou.-^ ports, near the bcgiiuiiiig of October. 

They were heartily welcomed, and at iiiat there was 
great expectation of profit from the large supplies of 
Biineml that they brought h<«ne.> Bat the mineral was 
soon declared to be inferior to that previously collected, 
. and, as the gold xe£ineis». who iu the interval had been 
''iiH>rking at the previous importation, had been able to 
get no gold out of iX,. the rejoicings were soon ex- 
changed for open expressions of discontent among 
courtier^ merchants^ and common folk alike. 

Thereupon ensued a complication of quanels and 
vituperation very discreditable to all the parties con- 

• cerned. The officers and marinurs wJioni FrubisluT had 
found it very hard to keep from open mutiny during the 
expedition now uttered their abuses without lestnint^ 
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a^dt^o^ who hfMl ri^e^ their money n]jK>n tlie,project| 
glad enougti to find an object for tneir wrath, readily 

listeue'l to and adopted tlie complaints. ^Michael 
Look, Frobiaher's iiist iriend in time of prosperity, iio>v 
le4 the oppositioa to ^im« Frobisher, always an impe: 
tupus man, quite lost hia temper, and seems to hare 
given back abuse for all the abuse that was heaped 
upon him. Lock having, as treasurer of the Cathay 
Company, refused to pay Erobisher the salary that was 
dne to him, and this in spite of special orders m>m ih^ 
Privy Council, Frobisher publicly complained that he 
was " a false accuuntaiit to the Company, a cozener to 
my Lord of Oxibr^, no yen|;urer at all .in the yoyages, a 
banlcrajpt kI^lye/* Lock,' in a long memorial to Sir 
Francis Walsingham, complained that Frobisher had 
** entered into great storms and, rages with him like 
a mad beast, and raised on him such shameful repoirts 
and false slai^dero as the whole Court and City was 
full of." Many others made lilce complaints. Thomas 
Alien, deputy-treasurer, begged that Ikj might be dis- 
charged rather than be thus railed at for his pains.*' 
An anonymous memorialist^ probably Lock, indulged in 
forty pages of slander, going over nearly the whole of 
Frpbisher's career, all to the effect that Frobisher was 
an an'ogant, obstinate, insolent, and prodigal knave, 
full of lying talk, impudent of tongue, and perchance 
the most unprofitable of all that baye served the Com- 
pany.*' Before starting on his third voyage, we are 
here told, JE'iobisher had indulged in no small raging 
and outngeoiiB speaking." • £yen then^ it was mA^ 
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D^ing thwarted on some point, " he flung out of the 
ooors, and svvoiq, by God'^ wounds, that he would hip 
my masteiB me adventnrers for it and it was alleged 
tliat all tlie muascliancea o^^ilie expedition 'legulf ecl 
frofm his wilfel i^egleici of* duty^ ^'t^ot taving the wit to 
make discuveries for himseK his vain-glorious mind 
woi^d not^H^er saij discover^ to }^ ma^e without his 
own presence,** and[ ilier^foro tiie wliole enterprise hjEtd 
fallen to the ground. Coming home, and finding that 
he met with less favour tb.m he e:^peQted, it was sai^ 
there were no bounds, ,to his fury. On one pccasion he 
had gone to a go|d refiner on Tower Ijill, and Ending 
him " naked at nis works and very sick, almost to death, 
of ^ection of the smoke of the minerals," he ^ad in the 
coiafse of a dispute drawn^ W daj^ger on ^ljm.' ^Xi 
ajQother time, whcpi i!dwaj:d bellman' was' tai^ng' an 
mvehtbry of the stores brought home, Frobisher was 
said to have beaten iuip, %nd nearly clovpn his head 



with a di^i^r.* 



There was plenty more of suph libelling. ' If a tithe 
of the accusations brought against t^rotisher are to be 
jbelieved^ he was a man utterly contemptible, and 
quite unfit lyr the work confided to him. His skilful 
management of liis business, iiis wise care of ieill the 
people under him, and his generous bearing towards the 
natives of the districts that he visited, are sufificient 
refutations of them. , At the same time, we can easily 



-•*' 'ilEconD Office MSS., Dmesst\r-\ vol. cxxvi., Nos. 20, 22, ?A ; vol. 
cxxvii., Nos. 8, 20; vol. c^xix;, Nos. 9, 4-1^ CJWX.,^ ^^<^,i7, i&fi ; 
BiuxiBH MiisBUM MSS., Lantdomie, c. No. 1. 
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underRtftiul — anrl this conclusion is borne ovit by some 
circumKtancos in his later higtory — that fizMiiag himself 
blamed both ibr lifaings lilwl ^ml not hiame^t^y, ajafei 
far'mAtterv in ^ch otherer wer^ as muoli «t IeaH 
as lie A\ ae, he, too, got angry, and showed his anger in ' 
undignified ways. * • 

ItisndtDdcefisatytoMow-lisflsagly^iif^ ' 
all il« t^^nii ddtaflcf, or to dciioribe the ntmieMras «ik^' 
periments tliat wero made npontlu^ wortlile^^s stone that ' 
had been brought home before people were oonyiuced 
that it woaki be vttsr '^aBte of money, ^laeaegy, and life 
to carry onf the' search for gbldintfeta incognita, or atty* ' 
of the districts visited by Frobieher. This hope of gold 
was altogether nnlbrtunate. By it the Cathay Company ' 
and FrobitherhtmBetf w«ilepx^eiited ' 
the seei^' 'to a passage notand •the northern part of 
America during the expeditions of 1577 and 1578 ; and 
by it, the real natnre of the ore being discovered, 
FiobisheEr was pnerrented fiMiiii ptoeeenyng the Moeh . 
and from folbwing up= the ' gmat' diteovery ni ih6 
channel, afterwards know as Hudson's Straits, which ' 
he had made during his third voyage. • ' 

There mi knndi talk> hiewbrer, =of a fciurth voyage 4b ^ 
be: undertaken Iby iFtcdndiibrsi l^e'Catliay €ompBtq^ < 
had fallen to pieces upon the failure of the tefibrt« to 
extract gold from the mineral on which the hopes of its 
membei« had been cliiefly set; and Miehael Lock, its 
treasoier and chief promoter, ooncenung whom it is 
impossible to decide whether he really deserved all tiie 
blame that was heaped upon him for his management 
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of the accounts, but who certainly was a great sufferer 
from the failure, had been t^uowu into th^ i'ieet Prison 
at tbe suit oi WiUima Bttivoiigh, of wham, ft flbip htid 
bote* bonglii. for 2Q&L.p^ oeven paid Ate/ ..But viiilfi 
the City men refused to have any more to do with 
Cathayan projects, the idea continued in ii»vour with 
iD$jkj m^umti9X . ^aasimnij AwuHDg the» ita i»)uef 
friend seema-to hafre beeB.tiie gfaa,iiB8K) of. L^ioeaton 
In September, 1581, he wrote to the Karl of Shrews- 
bury, Baying that ho pro|)osed to embark 3,000/. upon a 
new adventure if otbais would join inith him^ The 
£wl oi' Skffev8lmk7. '|iM>«uMd t« fit ont-bM hari^ 4ha 
TMei, ivliich, iQ<tl)ading th& folniture, would represent 
l,OOU/.t Sir Prancis Drake, lately returned from his 
voyage round tile norld, .offi»e(^ ^bendas the beM 
advice be -ootdd be«tDir» to gire .il|^e.;eqiuvikiii' of- 
aitolber '1,000^* by fitting .oiii eiiher< a Ai^ of 180 teiM ' 
or a little bark that he had just built and a couple of 
pinnaces.it Other subscriptions were readily obtained ; ' 
5001. fin>m tbe .fiarl .el. Qjsl^ dOa2.Mfirom Frobiaher 
biififielf; dOOh ^him IBdffBxA S'entdn. aad hk fHends, 
and 200Z. apiece from the Earl of Warwick, the Earl of 
Pembroke^ Sir Frauois Walsingham, Sir Christopher 
Hattoa» and 80ilecdiet4|» making in aUll,^i§ Itwas 
acrauged tbair Ibm th%a 'and a: piaaaffe iboold be 
*, • , • -.it •■• 1 i' »»•/' • I,. . ' ' i»« ' . ■ ' . 

*' BEcoRb Office Ml^S., Domestie, VoL alii;, 42^ BltitiBaMlN 

BEtJM M8S., CotUm, Otho viii., 44. 
t Biiixisii I^Ilseoi MSS^ CoUon^ OUiQ viii., fol. d5. 

t Ibid., fol. 97. ' ' . . : 

§ x&«<^ fub. IOC. 
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made ready for the enterprise, and tliat other ships 
should be added if more money could be obtained. 

Fiobiflher was in higk glee, and vaated anxioiutly itit 
the instruotioiis that weie issued iO' faim in February, 
1582. There was one clause in these instructions, 
however, which seems to have taken him altogether by 
surprise. Some of the new partnezs in the project 
proenred a complete change in its purpose. ^We 
will," it was said, " that this voyage shall be only for 
trade and not for discovery of the passage to Cathay, 
otherwise than if, without hindrance of your trade and 
within 40 degrees of latitude, you can get any knowledge 
touching that ])a8sapfe, whereof you shall do well to be 
inquisitive as occasion in this sort may serve/' * With 
this order, quite at variance with the scheme which he 
had most at heart, Frobisher seems to have refused to 
comply. At any rate, liis name was taken out of the 
instructions, and Edward Fenton's was put in its stead. 
The expedition which started in April was changed 
into an enterprise for trade or piracy in the South 
Seas, and accordingly all that needs to be said about it 
must be said in a later chapter, Frobisher had nothing 
more to do with it 

Of the way in which he occupied himself during the 
few years previous to and following tliis proposal for 
renewing the Cathayan search we know very little. In 
or near the year 1580, he had received from the Crown 
a reversioDary title to the office of Clerk of Her Majest/s 

* Bbitisu Mu8£UH OAUm, Otho viii., fols. 87—92. 
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w63W^;* bvt' We lura Aot-itpMi'fvboiii i£ )evet, he veaMy 
entered npt&a this woik.t That keistbod 111 need of «otee 

remunerative employment is tolerably clear. There 
ia exiaUit ^ curious iletter, undated, but evidently written 

.b6tTW^,]<57a'8iid .a57d» addrei0ed< by liu wife, Daihe 

fMbol Enoliisher, '^the-, most misenifble poor woman in 
the world/' to Sir Francis Walsingham. In it, " in her 
laoBt lamn|table manner/' ah^ complc^aed that> whereas 
her Jonner' husband,. ThomBM..£iigg^ a T«i7:wealtfay 
man, had lelt bstf with ample poa^ioHs tfor hevself and 
all her children, her pre^pnt hushund — " whonv God 
|w:gilKeJ"-nhad spent everything, and put them to the 
.wideijworld to flhifiu''/ Bhe aitd. her- okpldoren/jlLe said, 
meife 0t&m&^ in "a: . poor t fooni> • at Hampstead ; and 
therefore she begged Wakinghaiu to help her in re- 

.ooTf^ing a^d^bt.ol' 4^ doe to her husband, and so to 
kee^x tbanib ib)in jQuaiiih«^ Oafitain Fiohisher's 

'setnmil • i ^ ■ 

It is to be feared that when Ca])taiii Frobisher returned 
h» was not. able to do yevy much towards restoring the 
nmnely that he hadtbonroiwed torn his wifa.^ - • : * 

•• * Recokd OmcE MSS., Warrant Hook, vol. i., p. 118. 

t He was employed as captain of one of the Queen's shipB^ the Fore- 
M^fliif in preventing the Spaniards from giyiiig all the assivtaooe they 
(ierired to the Irish ixmnrgeilts In Munst^, tmder James l^tzmauiioe^ 
m 1580 i bnt of this we have no iiseftil dotnils.—IlECOTiD Office MSS., 
Irish, voL IxxJciiL, ^o. 35 li ,yol..lxxxiy..,NQ. d^^i.Yol, ll^avi., ^ 
71,72. ' ' ' 

t B£cx>Bi> OfFlGE MSS., DoineUie, toI. cli.. No. 17. 
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Fb0U aottTe<^pbrtiexpa4iioii in, the •Gatha^yB& ei^fteirpiiiie, 
of which li^ miT'filiieii procaoter, Sir-Huinphrey .GHlbert 

was deterred, either by the jeiilousy of the men who 
superseded him in ihe work or by his own dissatisfac- 
tion at. being iktA' 'superseded^ or by both lootiyes lo- 
gether. ' But he was at no* loss for other- and kindred 
ways in whicli to show his love of adventure and his 
anxiety to iorward hia country's welfare. While he was 
writing hi»^DisooiMe to |irove a Passage to Cathay,' 
we find him, in eonjtfnotion with other gentLem^ of tihe 
west parts of England, among whom Sir Richard Gren- 
ville, Sir George Feckham, and Christopher Carlile 
were the principal^ pisaiming an estpedition for the dis- 
covery of '^Sfindrf rioh and unknown Isftds" jA ihe 
more southern districts of America. On the 22nd of 
March, 1574, he and his friends addressed a petition to 
Queen Eh'zabeth on the subject, urging that this dis- 
covery was fatally reserved for England and for the 
honour of Her Majesty;'* and on the same day they 
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wrote to the Earl of Lincoln, Lord High Admiral of Eng- 
land, bespeaking his lielp in furtherance of the work, 
and explaining more fully the advantages that would cer- 
tainly come from a voyage to the parts south of the equi- 
noctial line, which were rapidly being ai propriated by 
Spanisli adventurers.* But neither petition nor letter 
seems to have met with much favour, and we hear 
nothing more of this particular scheme. 

Another abortive project is set forth in a discourse, 
of wliich there is little doubt that Gilbert was the 
author, showing "how Her Majesty might annoy the 
King of Spain " by fitting out a flieet of war-ships under 
pretence of a voyage of discovery, and so fall upon the 
enemy's shipping, destroy his trade in Newfoundland 
and the West Indies, and possess both regions. Gil- 
bert offered to conduct this expedition, and begged that 
it might be entered upon at once, seeing that ''the 
wings of man's life are phimed with the leathers of 
death."t The proposal is dated the 6th of November, 
1577. It was not complied with. Queen Elizabeth 
having quite enough to do in keeping within bounds 
the schemes for annoying the King of Spain that were 
being enforced by Hawkins, Drake, and other men 
already engaged upon the business. 

But in another and kindred project^ which soon after- 
wards he propounded, he easily obtained the Queen's 
approval. On the 11th of June, 157S, was granted to 

♦ BECOiiD Offict: Bomcftic, vol. \cv., Nos. 6'], 

t Ih'ifl., vol. cxviii., No. 12. The .sif^niaturo to tlii.s document ia Care- 
foUy erased, but it appears to have beeu U. Uylb£BX£. 
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liim a charter for discoverin<^ and possessing any distant 
md. barharoua lands which h^ could find, provided they 
iieM Bot> already dkamed by' ^hy' (13j(nsiiAn prince or 

and villages thitbe i^iglit Miifl 6^' conqner, were 

by him under the Crown of England, and paid for with 

tha fi£th that in' all such cases was claimed by the 

ogreK^ign;' »ifi6''wari&ttthoruied''to ^Iftdt a oblc/ny and fo 

be absohite go^emior both of *tilid Bnglidunen and ot iKe 

natives dwelling in it, the only restriction being that 

his ru]a>iBhould be, as nfear as conveniently might be/* 

in^hamipnjiivllb tbo lawjs and polfey oif England.^ ^ ' 

)l%Atidbartm^«(9l^11>ett'pfoeeed^, as quicMy as posslUe,^ 

to make use of. Towards fitting out a suitable expedition 

lie seems to have employed the long arrears of pay 

lately issued to him on account of bis services in Ireland. 

A goodly* i«iitfb«T of'ienterprifiingf lAen, many of tliem 

destined hereafter to take famous ])art in the history 

of their couoatry, also assisted liim both with money 

and • with peisoMl stlieiidance. ' Among' them were 

George «nd -William Gayew, Bdwiurd D^miy, Heiiry'' 

Nowell, Henry and Francis Knollys, and Miles Morgan. 

The greatest of all was his stepbrother. Waiter 

Kalfligkt ' ' ^ 

Bal^igh, «iow'tW4^nty<«fx yeaxtf •old, th^ youngesi " 

sou of W alter ludeigh, a Devonshire gcnllcinan, by his ' 

third wife, Catharine, the widow of Otho Gilbert, and 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert's mother. He had studied at 

♦ IIakli yt. vol. iii.. i n. 1:15—137. * 
t Uoixu4tiiiia>i vol. iii., p. 
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Pzford, had goiiQ , to . .FjanoB .with' hist and • ^]iberl*ii 
cou^ii?, Henry Ohapipernou, in 1569, to fight a« lb 
teer in the Huguenot cause, and, after five years thus 
spent, had entered on a further pupilage in fighting 
YlHid^r Sir ,jQh9 ifp](m n^.tfa^ ^atberkndel - vThenoe ifa* 
soon returned to Eng^^. ** ftledder pay," says 
one of liis old biographers, *'was not encouragement 
si^fificient to make him aUxy io«g in.the sertice*- Being 
reftl<^ and i^patijieot o^iam^mw and^ Jov icon^iion^ 
and his nierits not answiered^with a forfcuae strong 
enough to buoy up his reputation, he was resolved to 
leave no stone unturned nor any method of living unox- 
pejmented ; .ajE^d, mcehja land, e^pedationa oould make 
no addition to Jb^s fortunes^ noTolty, And< »a desire of 
putting himself into a l^to; , cap^icity, urged him to a 
aeii voyage." * . . | . • • 

Like or worse moti^^'Seem to hasve actuated several 
others of Gilbert's partners, all • gentkmen of good 
caHing, " and they were not ealcuhxted to bring success 
to the enterprise. With a iloet of eleven ships, con- 
taining fiye hjqindrc^ gf ntlmen and sailon, Gilbert 
quitted i)artaioi|th on tbe '23rd of Beptembfer.f He 
was hardly out of port wh^'u his gentlemen of good 
calling " began to show themselves too good for their 
wfjk.,, Cono^acniog tJiem^ we are rtold by one of the 
nnpfber, that their dispositions were dmrs, wliioli bved 
a fe,ud, and ifnad^ a division in the end, to the confusion 

T . . , 

* CSted in the contiauation to Soutuey's Brituii AdmiraU, loL iv., 
p. 211. 

t BiooBD Offiob MSB* IMvimNo. codcvw NaTO. 
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of the attempt even before it was begun."* Disputes 

arose between Gilbert and Henrv Knoll vs. which re- 
suited in the refusal of Knollys and some others to 
continue in the expedition, and the whole fleet had to 
])ut back into Plymouth Harbour, where more than a 
month was wasted in altercations and in waiting for the 
decision of the Mayor of Plymouth on the subject of 
variance, t At length, on the 18th of November 
another start was made, the number of ships being now 
reduced to seven. Then the former troubles w^ere 
repeated. It appears — though even this is not quite 
certain — ^to have been Gilbert's purpose to plant his 
colony somewhere on the North American coast, soudi 
ui N(^wfi)undland, and as near as possible to the West 
Indian possessions of Spain. But many of his comrades 
had set their hearts on a preliminary attack upon the 
Spanish possessions themselves, and, Gilbert being per- 
suaded to agree to this, the ships took theii' course in a 
south-westerly direction. That ill-advised measure 
brought ruin to the whole project. Falling in with 
some Spanish vessels, the fleet, which was not adapted 
for warfare, was Nvorsted in a sturdy sea fight. Many 
of the adventurers were slain, and the ships, battered 
and disabled^ were forced to put in at Cape de 
Verde. There Gilbert found that many of his asso- 
ciates bad lost heai't, and that it was impossible with 
the residue to have any chance of success in carrying 
on the project. Therefore, to his great chagrin, he 

* IIaku yt, vol. iii., p. 14G. 

t Kecoud UiTJCE MSS., Domestic, vol. cxxvi., Nos. 44, 40, 49, 
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lfc|]jaffi|d<Wfed ani xi^tigm^d Fljpnaath . in ]|fa;jr» 
1§79.* • ^, ^. 

In that failure Sir Humphrey had sunk all his money 
^4 ail.hia influence, as far as. ^ his ^colo^ing project 
epnciemedy at Cpurt^,, . jChe,^roje(s4j was not aban- 
. 4<MA^ by hisL fi^e wor]k^ sfsadil^ ^r. its aiscomplish- 
ment, and used every opportunity of collecting infer- 
;»ation and storing experience that might enable liim 
to ayoid ;t]tie disasters oi, bi» first e£ibrt» , But, in. the 
meam^lule toiled, to other eipiployinent , 

This employment was chiefly in Ireland, which, after 
,^e infinitely worthier battleground of the Netherlands, 
{vas the chief scliool of rough soldiership ^d fude state- 
■fsafji for. EJizabethan Englisl^men. Gilbert^ as we have 
jeen, had already proved himself, both in soldiership 
and in diplomacy, a skilful abettor of the jxilicy, marked 
J)y scant justice and scanter mercy, which Elizabeth 
a?ifl her connseUors thought fit tp.use towards .their 
unfortunate dependency. While he himself was busied 
in other ways, Gilbert's Band, as it continued to be 
• jC^ed, had been found a formidable instrument in 
r^etxainii^ the lawless but {|atrio|do attempt at recover- 
ing independenoOy which went by the name of rebellion ; 
and it was a common request of those whom he had 
left behind^ that Gilbert mi^ht be sent back to them to 
..help in restoring oidpr.t . . - 

yhp request wai^ complied with almosit immediately 

t r 

• HoLLDs»iii::iJ, vol. iii., p. 13G9 ; Cayley, Life of Sir Walter JUalegh, 
AppemdiZt p. 6* 
t BippBP Orrm MB8.» Jri$\ vol xlV].» 2$. 
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after Gilbert's return from Ms mifortimat^ ectpedftion/ 

In the summer of 1579 he was sent back to Ireland, and 
Baleigh went with him. Their first service, apparently 
in one or two of the ships that tikpj had lately broaght ' 
home, reinforced by others, was in resisting vtWatt^nfit 
made by James Fitzmaurice, with the help of half a 
dozen Spanish sjiiips, to promote insurx^tion along the : 
coast of Munstex; Sir John Penot iw* t)ve . adpiiraL m ' 
command of the Queen's ships detailed Ibr .this ser^ioe, 
and under him Gilbert held an important positiun. 
Zealous work was soon done by lm» SLS^ii, tb^n he was 
sent home to England* , i . • : 

Raleigh remained in .Irelan4> apd Q^tdid. his. step* 
brother in the harshness with which he applied himself 
to his ugly task. He was gnu of the two principal 
officers emfdoyed in NoTember, 1580, by Lord Grey ol ' 
Wilton, then Lord-Peputy of XjcelaQdy.in. captaringia: 
fort built by the Spaniards at St Mary Wick, commonly 
called Smer\\ick, in Kerry. This formidable and inso- 
* lent measure for aiding the Irish rebellion naturaUy 
gaTe great offence to theJSnglish ; and when the fort was 
captured, all the Spaniards, six hundred in number, 
were ruthlessly })ut to death, after having laid down 
their arms, by the troops under Captains Ilaleigh and ' 
Mackworth. Lord Grey, haying ordered the massaoie, 
shed tears thereat." Baleigh seems to have done his 
bloody work without compunction, and the poet Spenser, 
who looked on at it as Secretary to the Xiord-Deputy, 

♦ Kecord Office MSS., Irish, vol. Ixvii., Nos. 40, 47, 65, 66; vol. 
bdz., Nos. 67, 72 ; DomeiUc^ Yol. cxxxii.. No. 25. 
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defended it as absolutely necessary in itself if disci* 
pHne was to be mainttdned in Ireland, and no more tban 
wholesome vengeance due to the Spaniards for tlie 
villanies by which they put themselves out of the 
pale of dvilization.* 

After doing other work in Ireland, Ealc igh returned 
to Enerland in December, 1581, or January, 1582, 
Barry's Island having been granted to him for his 
serviceat He was sent back in April, with special 
orders isom the Qneen that he was to be further 
employed at the head of a body of horse ; but, as 
Lord Grey reported that " he liked not Captain lialeigh's 
carnage or company/' his stay seems to have been 
short} Therefive he was used at Court as adviser 
concerning the best means of subduing the Irish rebels.§ 
He was also put to much other courtly use, all starting, 
aooording to the well-known tradition, from his alacrity, 
during his attendance upon Her Majesty in the early 
niontlis of 1582, in throwing down his cloak, then 
ahnost his only property, for Queen Elizabeth to tread 
upon while walking oter a gutter. 

No such good fortune fell to his stepbrother. Thero 
is a letter written by Sir Humphrey Gilbert to Sir 
I'rancis Walsingham, in July, 1581, from his house in 
She^^iey, begging that he might be paid a little sum of 
money owing ttst tiie work that he had done in Ireland 

* Record Office MSS.. Iriih, vol. Ixviii., N08. 25—38 ; Gahdkh, 

Elizahdh, p. 243 ; Spenpkk, View of Ireland. 
t Hkcokd Office MSS., Irish, vol. lxxxvii.,No.2 ; vol.lxxxvm.,No.4(l 
X Ibid., vol. xci., No. 3; vol. xcii., No. 10. 
§ Und., vol. xcvu, Nos. 30, 31. 
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in 1579» whereby^ he said^lie had bstiso .miichiAAt Jb9 
wad redaoed to utter want* It'wais ar mraecajbl^ thing; 

he arldt'd, that, after seven-and-tweiity years' Service, he 
should now be subjected to daily iajrie^, execu,tiou% 
and outlawries^ and hare ^ven to aeUiiis in&fsidilthel 
ficom off heir 'bac^** »? •» ^ ^triv 

He needed money, not only for hi8 jiresent maiur 
tenanoe, but also for furtherance of tl»e colonizing 
scheme to which he had devoted hin^self*. The . ehajr^ 
oonfbrred upon him by QtieentElizab^fStipi^ted*ihfl|b 
his colony shoidd be founded within six veaj-s of the 
date of the document. This made laiu. doubly anxipue 
to ccmtinue, without delay, the work in whioh hia<^Wfc 
attempt had fiailed. Delay was ne6eSBSiry, .ho^evieir»?,iii 
consequence of his poverty. During lour yearB, Gilbert 
could do nothing but quicken public interest, espeqiaily 
the interest of his friends at Courts- and'.ooUe(^ti# 
available information about the portiob XiC 'Amenicft 
which was his on paper. ■ 

There was no lack of information, though it was nqt 
all very trustworthy. The island oC Newftnindlan^f or 
Baccalaos, was by this time well known to SSuropeMM. 
Almost immediately after its discovery by the elder 
Cabot trading voyages to it in search of cod bad begu^ 
to be made; but in this work the Englislunen.Wj^ilw 
ssealous than the Spaniards or the French. . li)h^.i))de£ 
ing-trade with Iceland carried on by merchants of iBristol, 
Hull, and other ports, was preferred to tlie more haziudous 
commerce, as it was thought, with Newfoundland, i At 
* BaoOBD QmoB ^DomeaMi; toL oxliz., No. 6S. 
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the same tune this latter was not neglected. In 1544 
there wew matiy English meichant-ships engaged in 
the Kewfoundlaiid fisheries. Antlionv Parklnirst, an 
intelligent merchant of Brijstol, reported, in 1578, that 
he had been anmiaUy to Nevrfoundland in the four 
years past, that during that time the English fish- 
ing fleet had increased from thirty to fifty sail, and 
that, although the French sent nearly a hundred and 
fifty boats, the Spaniards about a hundred, and the 
Portuguese some fifty, the English, by reason of the 
greater strength of their vcsscIb, were masters of the 
trade. He urged that they should follow it in much 
greater numbers, seeing that it was an excellent school 
for trade, and a boundless source of wealth.* 

Tliis, however, was too tamo a caUing to be of much 
interest to the gentlemen adventurers of Queen Eliza- 
beth's Court Their projects were directed to the more 
southern districts on the main land adjoining the Spanish 
province, vaguely known as Florida, and about whicli, in 
common with Florida, many wonderful traditions were 
Still tife^ all to be traced to the credulity with which 
early travellers, prepared for them by tiieir remem- 
brance of Catliayan lables, listened to tlie exaggerated 
reports that came to tliem of tlie ancient wealth and 
civilization the Aztecs in Mexico. These traditions 
were carefully gathered up in England, and they are 
set forth in a document which appears to have been 
drawn up for Sir HunipLrcy ( lilbei-t's guidance in 1581 
' or 1582. There we are told of the exceeding wealth of 

« Hazlutt, voL iii, p. 188^ 
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the natives, and the surpassin^g richness of tlie cqunjjryj- 
Great pieces of pui;e 0>1<]^ as l^^e ^ a ,man'^ ^^t^^ji{qe|^ 
to be picked up in the neads^o^ some of the ri^^rs^ f^nd, 
there were plenty of gold and silver mines that could 
be worked without, trouble. In eypi^j^cpttage ^^h^^^j 

was a store .(^f pf^^W ^4)*^., ^^9^ ..^^W^ 
were io be measured by the paqkt. ,Tb^f^ V;9^e, ,^1^/ 
traversed by streets broader and handsomer than ai^y to 
be found in London, containing banqueting ^louses tjijat 
were built of crystal, with piliaiB of m^S8iy£| 8jJl(Y^i;;f)JQ^ 
gold. The soldiers^ who wer^,generaUy jwom^n^ ^1^:; 
covered with armour plates of '^oUd gold ; and the dey^\ 
whom tliey worsliipped for a god was iu the liUeuess q$ 
a golden calf. One tn^Teller |had received a ^h^^i^^ro^i 
pieces of silyer for .a wpm-ic^i^t flag. . In this^cpuja^.t 
there were also wonderful bird9 and animals, ' gre^|^ 
beasts as big as two of our oxen," and fiery dra^^j|p|^^, 
" which make the air very red as they fly."* . . 

Of that sort were the sitones derived ^rg^ old^tif^-^ 
TeQers like Yerrazatao and Jacques Gartier and fit^fn, 
living Englishmen who had lately made their way to 
America. Anion'j: the latter was Simon, i'erdiuundo, a . 
follower of Sir Francis Walsingham, who» in 1579^ 
visited the coast in a little frigate, Andrew Thevett, aBd " 
John Walker, who reported that, in ir»80, he had '' 
discovered a silver mine. With the two latter, a,S ;WelI . 
as with some others, we are told that ^dir Hum]^^ 

Gilbert "did confer in per8on.*'t ' ' ^ . 

Gilbert conferred with many persons. Finding it 

* Bboobd OnrxcB M8S., CoUmial, vol. L» No. 2. f Jindi^l\ . 
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impossible to raise enough money of his own, or to 

borrow it from his friends witliout due recompense, he 

itd&blted to assign some of the privileges granted in his 

<4Alrt4r^ti' other' speculators, on condition that their 

entorj)ri!>es should be carried on under liis supervision.* 

The result was that, in the summer of ir)83, after two 

yelirb'oc^ii^ied with difficulties and accidents^'* he was 

aBle'td out his long-cherished project 

His chief associates were TJaleiijh aiul liis old friends 

Sir Georiro Peckliam and Christopher Carlile.t Ivaleigh 

fitted out a hark of 200 tons* burthen, named the 

wh76h ha!^ been bniH for his private use. 

The other vessels appointed for tlie expedition were 

the DeUglilf which was also called the George^ of 120 

to&iH ihQ Golden Hind and the SwdUow^ each of 40 tons, 

aiiff ' S9ie 'Squirrd, of 10 tons. In these five ships 

])rovi9ion was made for gentlemen, soldiers, sailors, 

carpenters, miners, and others, numbering two hundred 

and'sixt^. ' For sokce of the people and amusement 

o/*&d savages,^ we are' told, " we were provided with 

music in great variety, not omitting the least toys, as 

morris-dancers, hobby-horses, and many like conceits, to 

^ '« Articles of ^^emeiit between Sir Humplir^ Gilbert and i^uch of 
S^jnthflinptoti A8 ndvontiiro with him/* are among the Secobd Ofucb 
M3S-, DotMsfia. vol. civ. No. 8(J. 

A rcqnest was made by Carlile, at the besrinning of 1583, for the 
t of a acj>aratc patent in favour of a colony to be planted at some 
Utt)iB^|4t^fa fi^>m K^ilbert'd sottlemont, towards the expenaes of which « 
he aaid the Cit^ of London would funiish 3,00(M. and Bristol 1,0001. ; 
bat it doea not seem to have been ooanpUed with. — Becobd Omoa BISS., 
Colafni<iit''fU. iJ'So. 1, where tlic date is erroneously pvcn as 1574. 
A ' Discourse^' of Garliie's, dated April, 1587, is in Ha&lqtt, loi, ul, 
i»p. 182—187. 
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delight tlie savage people, whom we intended to win by 
all fair means possible ; and to tliat end we wert 
indifferently fumished inlh all pretty baberdasheiy 
wares to barter with these flimple people.*** 

If Gilbert had felt himself to be aprgrieved at bis 
hard treatment by Queen Elizabeth during the few 
years previous, there was now some show of royal 
&TOiir to comfort him. ^Brother,*' said Baleigh in a 
letter to him written sh(Jrtly before his departure, " I 
have sent you a token from Her Majesty, an anchor 
guided by a lady as you see " — ^that is^ a golden anchor 
with a large pearl attached to it. ^ And farther 
Highness willed me to send you word that she wished 
you as groat a good hap as if she herself were there in 
person, desiring you to have care of yourself as of that 
which she tendereth ; and therelbre, for her sake, you 
must provide for it accordingly. Further she com- 
maudeth that you leave your picture with me.*'t 

If Gilbert's first expedition had been entered upon 
without due preparation, there was now no lack of 
caution. It had been at first intended that the voyf^rs 
should proceed in a south-westerly direction, and then, 
passing the West Indies with a curve to the north, 
explore the coast of America until they reached a 
suitable spot at which to make a settlement. From 
this the mishaps of the former undertalving deterred 
them. It was decided that they should go direct to 
Newfoundland, and thence pass southward in search of 
a convenient site for the colony. Careful arrangements 

♦ HAKLincT, voU iii., p. 148. t Catuet* voL L, p. SI. 
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were made for the miidtmce of the fleet during the 
ToyAge, and it was ordcs^iriid. tUat if tlie ships were 
96pfiratad ,b]r Ibgs ori irtotf»i% they were to ptoceed 
separately, ill' th^. 6rat , ilkitaiiee, t& Cape Baee .and 
afterwards to Cape Bretou, tlieuce to continue their 
way together.* ' • - • 

YetiiGrilbevt's aeieoad'expeditioii. was even more un- 
IbfliaiMttia.tliiBin . the .first' The fimt had hardly sailed 
cmt o£ Plyiujouiii' Harboor, on the 11th of June, 1583, 
when it was deserted by the Baleighi on the plea that 
its c<>|>t»ii>^ Williain Winter,, and many of its crew were 
flmigenHi^ijiiUA. 'Th]«»» of oottts^ waa only an excoBe, 
Md it is 'Hot clear thftt Aaleigh was not in some sort a 
party to the foul play. "Sure I am" says Captain 
.Hayes, the chro^Qler of the voyage, " no cost was 
.fjparod Jhy 4^eir. owaer» ilKaster Baleigh, in setting them 
Ibrth ; therelbxe I leave it imto God." The four smaller 
vessels proceeded on their way. Losing sight of Eng- 
land on the 15th of Jwie> they passed through a series 
of and storwiawhioh lasted foe thirteen days. There- 
Jby the DeJiylU and the CMden Hind were separated from 
the Swallotv and the Sqiurrd ; but Gilbert, sailing on, 
.|i^und the Swallow, which, being maniK'd diiefly by 
ppaAai^ ha^ in the interval been put by them to 
pinitical worh^ a month afterwards off the coast of 
.NewfoundliU^d. He lighted its northern promontory 

* 'AD the xnfomiation aboat this is derived from an intenfiiing 
n atia U v e by Ednaid Haiyee^ the oapUdn of the GcHden Bind, from a 

flhortcT narrative by Richard Clarke, nnd from allusions in a treatise on 
' Western Plantaf ion,' by Sir Gt orge PeckhftlP, all in Uaklutt, Vol* ill., 
pp. J43— 161, 163^165, 1G6— 181. 
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on the 30th of July, but was detened j&pm landing by 

dense fogs through which he could see nothing but 
dangerous rocks, , Therefore he passed on to Saint 
John's iiikrl^ur^^^Jicsre find, the Sguirrd imtieag Jivf 
him at t^e nio^th of the hay. The niepghent^ an4 
fishermen, who, in six and thirty vessels, were lodging 
there, had Ivioi^^fl op it >vith suspicion and forUidfieu its 
anchoring among them. Bat, <m Gilheirt's arrival and 
eshihition of his cr«»d^D;li^ they g^ye him welcKHnc^ 
and both Englishmen and foreigners readily submitted 
to his authojity. Gilbert, being in want of provisions, 
levied from l^e mercliants a smaU t9& to ^pply h¥ ne^ds, 
and this they ^filUngly agreed to ai^^ even e?Foe«ded» 
Gilbert and his crew were feasted, in the various trading 
ships, upon "wines, marmalades, most.jine rusk -or 
biscuit, sweet oil, and sundry delitjacies." 

Oi^, Sunday^ the 40i of Angu^ the; di^y.altei: {his 
coming i[nto the harbour, Gilbert went oh shore and aiix^* 
voyod the neighboui lioud. lie was so pleased with it, and 
with the reports of ti-aders, that he at once resolved 
toips^\^ ^if\ti i^o^i^'s th|&^ceptrf3<if his colpi^y.. Qn Mpv^ 
day he called together all his own people and all the 
Euglishiiien and foreigners wlio were already there, 
explained to.^h^m ljie tenor of his charter Queeci 
^liswibftht fm^ipy^jeded to.tato»foripal >pnBMflgiop ij 
the district in Her Hajesty s name. : In antidpation oi 
the public laws that were to be j)Lopouiid(;d, lie at once 
announced three caxdi^ rv^i^ ipx tlie gi^idano^ ,oi ali 
residents and vi/filpva These certainly • weret simple 
enough., The first appo;uit€;d th^t aU.the pnhlio coUgioii. 
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of the coimtry sbonki be in accordance with the prac- 
tices of the Church of England. The second ordered 
ikAt, if kaf one did 'or attempted aBything prejudicial to 
the Queen* s antiumty, lie should be tried aud executed 
for high treason. The third provided that, " if any 
person should utter words sounding to the dishonour of 
Her Majesty^ should lose his ears and have bis ship 
and goodti confiscate:'* Thereto alU agreed, and the 
traders •^^ladly consented to join with the colonists in 
paying rent or tax to the governor, in return for the 
protection to be afforded to them by the erection of a 
fttft and the iastahlishment of English customs and 
in^ftutions. Amid the acclamation of all there was 
planted in a prominent place a high w^ooden pillar, 
surmounted by the arms of England engraven on lead, 
and the first English colony was fairly inaugurated. 

For a few days Sir Humphrey Gilbert was a happy 
man. He saw the beginning of almost regal power to 
himself and a long succession of descendants ; and this 
regal power, in the goodness of his heart, he hoped to use 
in the great advancement of England's welfare and in the 
conferment of yet greater benefits upon the natives of 
his adopted home. Loyalty to God, and loyalty tu tlu' 
Queen ; these were all the laws which he deemed it 
necessary to make, and with ihem, as with a two-edged 
sword, he thought that he could baffle every dilliculty 
aud overcome every danger. These being obeyed, he 
considered that a sure road to success was before him, 
and that there was nothing left for him to do but to 
lead his comrades on to a glorious success, in which the 

VOL. !• O 
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least advantage to be expected, though that wDold be 
eiKnigh I to ' Bftkisfy' ihe most rapacioli% itam ib^ir peiBOiiiiil' 

crfittorldly houdur; I • • , •/ ' •« r r iff 
: It was a short-lived hope. With admirable intent 
tioni^ • /Gkiibiai;! laokad iha faetfeiimglit^ • tact» and pevH 
s^eiaaoes.necwaBarjf tto* 4he'<phait^ iof«*a '•snooenM 
ecdony. • •Shariiig the impetuous >txmrag6 of the foufadepcf 
of Spanish rule in America, and approaching his work 
In a far worthier i spsrit thau was ^Bkovm by)mdst> 9l 
thanv MUnd thnm in'tha oapaoHy f(«'iquiati7t 
mastering diffieulties, - aUd patiemtly organhiii^.rtlfe 
macliinery of a new settlement in a strange region^ in 
which evmfiimy were ^t.Hm moslt put sadly deficienl^ 
4^d:tihM-.ima:ot fat gmtaitiiii^oMiaace .ilio i^ cdrnj 
whieh Gilbert proposed to ertaUiidi |]| "tl»> iHbloK 
oppressed island of Newfoundland than to the Spanish 
pli^iUlbati^ns in the West ladies, favoured with, perennial 
9mmfia]|^:with-aiyi{^ stores of frinto that gim ^rittetit 
Gi4ti?altoii,! and with littb need for • kb<mp m .builduif 

houses, and providing agaiiii>t hud weath^. Gilbert 
seems to have thought iittle of the preparations^ without 
wtiiffh i^ WQioIdhfiite b6SQ.mp09sibIeiipir his ^Uoweis.fD 
live tbfougli the • seaaon ol- ooM aud faiit / andfibg 
that was beginning even at the time of his arrival. All 
that he did was tq irepait .his ships, to store them witii 
|6od» and to.ii)aka ariaagelsieiits.fQr;azp]4»«^ 

Perhaps, liowever, the wisest and most prudent of 
men would have been able to tare nOi better, thaniih^ 
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did.' It;. woqM hove been impossiU^ to plsnt' n thtiviBg 

colony with such colonists as be liad brought with 
iiim* i Some' were honest men who set themselyes 
himestly to the hard work that had tO'i»»»doiM.' •'But 
BUMl! of them were maw adtentireirfl; ■ knMtenieii -who did 

not choose to toil, and sailors who alleged tliat they 
wese unable to toil anywhefe but at flea> and on ship* 

sbbbeiBy idio had bemstoken cnit'^f priMOff dud! fimcid 

npon Gilbert in the foolish belief that, whoii removed 
j^om . the scenes of thdif past masdeeds, they would 
dMiig»iitto.good«fkd{ita|%abie8erM^ • " 
1 The pftsTtlt 'vMi one' that '•no' proph^> waft iii9ed€id to 
foretell. The bad men soon made convei*ts of the 
weak men, and Gilbert had not bcleik a fortnight ili 
NeiribQiidknd belbtie he found fainielf! a« the head <tf a 
flboiety which no possible maehin^ry of 'goveitem€«4^ 
nnless, indet d, he had brought with him a little army 
of gaolers to rule a little colony of conTictB*^ould turn to 
good^ aud which he had so^effi^ieut laeatifl «f gore^nnig 
atalL'' SolMl of - his people ^-«#«y ibsto^ the -woods 
aud there lived as wild men. Othei-s £rave themselves 
np to idleness and dinnkeiuLeBS. I'he worst amused 
IhdifttelTes with piaetishig upon tbheir neighbooid) and 
dspeciilUy npcnk- the tiwdem Hvho wmPlloir preparing fk> 
go home with their stores of fish, the piracy and robbery 
in which they had previously been adepts. The best 
begged that they might be taken back to IbgktDid^ or 
atfiy«i4iM0«twlxy'fi'oint^e lotrlesBfiBesfi bywhich they weie 
surrounded in their new liom& 
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To that request, with a heav)^ heart, Sir Hmjdpnrfqr 
^9Ubei[t a^nt^. Leaviiig the Swallow to cany hpnue, 
as Bopn as they could be remoYed, seyeral of his fpl- 
lowers wlu) were sick, and sorae others who wished to 
gf:^ <^ect to Ei^glfad, he left Saint Johii'9 witl^ h^ 
j^T^p . > , the . 20|;h of Aug^t^ les^ thafi 
^hree weeks after his arrival. ;intended to make a 
jCa refill Bcarch of the coast towards the south, believing 
that next ypajT,. he would certainly be a^le^to retu^ 
witl^ ^ jbe^t^„pji4 Ij^tferrftuJi^iah^ wn^pauy to S^BujflJb 
• Jojiii's, or to spn^e i»or& suitable spot, if such should b0 
found in tlie coui'se of his exploration. During eight 
^ys he mad^^, )^pX little way, his ships being b^ 
caln^^d 9ff,t^,i^i]:j;^ei|fi]^ 8h9fe,.oJ^,l^ew£[>]:^ldl^d* Op 
the 28th they EughtjQ^ Cape Breton Isle, , where GilWt 
intended to land. But then tlie crew of the Swallotv, 
jfl^ h^i A^^ays been the ^ most .troublesome of the 
ji^^, a^d ,whp . hee». ^p^i^cqrod ^t tti^ tipie.^qf 
atarting to the BeHghiy m order that a weU-behay^d 
company might be left in charge of the sick and faintj- 
J^ieaii^d?. turned mutiiuo^ They refused to follow the 
.9<b^j;S,iii^. tbp,ha«hqnr,^d.i» thread fi^^^oxxf^^,^ 
dir^ctio;! q( th^ open sea. Hoping to ■outsail tl^e'tifp 
vessels that gave them chase, they struck against a 
t^fV^ and thus the JJdight and more than a. Jiundjci^ 
..ipeaa .wjew, Ipalh liogieth^a: witfe nearly; ^ thpi pi^i^yimfi^ 
.^hat had been laid up for the homeward voyage. r 

Thus Gilbert wa^i lelt alune with the two smallest 
vessels of his fleet of fix?*;, t-J^^ Golden J^ti^^and the 
Squirrel, He himself was in the little Sqmrrel, which 
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he preferred, both because it seemed the fittest for 
close following of the coast-line, and because ib crew, 
deeming it Imrdly seawbrtliy, w^W 'litraid! to ^ie teit 
k%ml^ DiinVg !htee \he sU^V^^^mfte&i^ 
about by storms, vainly attempting to enter the har- 
bour, and barely saved from shipwreck amid the 
4iionnWii<nis WitVes and amoiig the iirbaoU^tbus Ui^s 
^ind eaiiMiiti. •"•Oii' th^ 'lafet 'daf A^gtM^tS^l 
bert resolved to trv no lonwr. Summoniiig the chief 
officers of the Golden Hind on board the Squirrel, 
'and hearing froif^ tlieik' <M)mplaiiits yimilai^ 'td 
4^e by hW'6^ ytHaU di^W, he gave ^"td^ifa iBr^iibiiil^ ' 
diate return to England. l>c content," he said ; " we 
have run enough, and take no care of expenses past. 
i W 8^ yoU forti r^^alljr :deict spriiig, if God Isefid 
fefe 'hoiAe/ 'li^r \i^"i[d*lbnger' sbiW^ete,' ytk^ 4© 

fight against the elements." • " .J -J i i 

^" 'Fierce winds and angry seas perplexed them still, 
the 2iia df Sdtitembet Sir HtMpbi^e;^ Gilbert ^^liit 
• board fli^' Gm&i Wna; and bwle ife people' ^fo 
make merry .'^ He cotild not be merry himself. "He 
Was out of measure gi-ieved," says Captain Hayes, who 
V^ry uiijiii^tiy ^pp<toeii tbiGki his cM^^ of gri6f 
tbe Itissl'^ti'm 'iM^/ of tome liiin^ iMcE 
^had collected, and which he thought to be rich silver 
ore. Hayes could not see that there was ground 
-^mtx^h tfor ' grief 'ill '^ttb loss of tbife^uarte A • 6f 
his^ follM^' aiid-m'^iHtre bfiluk liebdiid 'ei^i^ 'at 
'coionizati^il. '"teiltei^ moh^ thiit'it AliOflIM Wjr be a 
tQipporary failure,- and that he would do his very utmost 
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io(n$tiMit&\aA mbferHmefl^* and thal^ii^ the fl^ecf tUfe 
dtsasters. ''Whereas he never before had good'benc^ 

of these TMjrthern parts," we are told, "now his mind 
HBB whoUy fixed upon ihe Newfoundland. Laying 
down his detennination fbr the Voyage to be 
attolki]^ied in * ihe 'spring foiling, assigned the 
captain and master of the Golden Hind unto the 5?onth 
discovery, and reserv ed unto himself the north, affirming 
thail'thia voyage had woii his* heaiN> £mbi iifae sovrtli, ^and 
that he -ma now heoone a nottheni man altogiefthev.'* * 

' Orer and over again the crew of the Golden Hind 
urged him to stay with them, inst(3ad of trusting his 
predouB life to the iU-f«nushed and nnsafe 8^iH/hrA 
This he steadily refused to do. ''I will not forsake my 
little company going homeward," he said, with whom 
I have passed so many storms and perils," 

With them he passed through another week of storms 
and perils, and then all was over. Throughout that 
week tlic voyagers battled with waves and winds so 
terrible that men who had been all their lives at sea 
declared they had never seen the like before. On the 
9th of September the storm was at its highest All 
day long the mariners of the Golden Hind, itself a mere 
waif upon the surging ocean, saw the little Squirrel 
tossing up and down, seeming to be engulfed by every 
wave as it covered the puny boat from stem to stem. 
But all day long Sir Humphrey Gilbert was at its 
lielm, and, as often as the two ships came witlun ear- 
shot, the men of the Golden Mind heard him uttering 
brave words of cheer and comfort Courage, my 
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; IJIi© noble words were riBging in their ears whdB, at 
midnight, tUey saw the Squirrd bm-st asw)d/?r# 
ja^m^t to be swftllo^\H9d b^. |b«.iifs»tQi«^ 

September, and-wh«n the dismal story of Sir Humphfey 
Gilbert's misfortmiea and the b^roig ending of them 
Jilngliahmen ff}igfi^i^ bm AwiUiy.araflhp^flMUDkiik iodkh 

dpng speech, entered idth,«liejv,jB9et ii|K>n tbe^^ 
work of American coloniaation wbicsb be hadibeen the 
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Sib w altbb BAldoh's vnumiiA. 

ri58A— 1590.J 

estoUisli in N<|rth America an English colonial anipKe 
which should rival ihe poBSOssions of Spain in ike 
f)^^l and southern parts of the coidimnty vmi > )m 

Marehi Qiie^.tiEllfeabeiUi' iissaed lettm .patent 

authorizing him, in terms similar to those employed in 
Xrilberti'^ X»h^rt«ff> ta t^aooyei and take pos8ei8ioo4<^ luoty 
.difrfai^t; 1^4. yet . Af^j^risM 

ing to liiin and Icda hmn perpetual goycmarship of 
any colony that he n^kight found within the next ^ six 
years.* « 'i. 

tbua oonfemd ixpoTi faun* Keeping thd bnsliimixliliiB 

own hands, spending his own money, and giving hie 
own dii:€)OtiQUfl> Jbe ^tted ^out, two small vessels, whidli 
le^a Plymouth 4»e 3Wi.<)£/A|iriL . Xlieir Oftptew 
.wene Philip A madia and Aithisr Barlow • m-t;/ 

Their in!^t^ut'.tions were to explore the eastern shores 
of America from Florida uj^^a^ to njQte e&pemlljjti^ 
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fitness of pacli part of the coast for colonization, and 
then without delay to bring home a report of their 
obserrations. All this was done very snooessfnllj. The 
voyagers reached the Canaries on the 10th of May. 
Thence they proceeded slowly to the Bahamas, and 
spent twelve days on ona of ithe islands, renewing their 
stores of fresh wate^ and p^^yisioj^ On the 4th of 
July, after sailing dne north for a few days, they 
sighted the coast of what is now the State of North 
Oarolina. They traversed its length for about a hundred 

m4'twMf ndle^mdi tfaev«»t^^<^'^»^oo^^^ 
-t&ey landed-tipbn mef-t^i^'tiiiMidit tBtAt itkkifj^oeik/i^ 
in Queen Elizabeth's name.'^ With this and the adjoin- 
ing islands they were so charmed that thfey'Sf^nt 'more 
Jdata attelith ini ^xjpli^g'lk^tm aaad^e'iSj6i|^ 
9A9MMdu'' Thmt' tkih finiitage a»d'thti)biimi»«iy^^ 
"pweetness of their flowers delighted theui ^^h^le they 
were on shipboard, and their later investigation con- 
^vinaed them that Uiis mas 'tiie * best piaise>liiii^ Baleigh 
4x» plant hai oiildttyi*. Th^4;Muidiitf ifitteit^vj^ oaias» 
cedars, cypresses, and mastics, with cinnamon trees 
and many others " of excellent smell and quality," and 
^eii stei^d with' < < «nelons» wdiumta; ettftiimt)^' gonydd, 
ftitiBi BXkd dmra *rcicAiei and fhiits «iscelld&t' good, 
«nd eofti Tery white, fair, and well tasted, also wheat 
and oats, and beans very fair, of divers colours and 
wonderful plenty." Everywhere the soil seemed to 
tiUsni to be^ nncrvelliMiBly lertSle, aiad <if %he nartived ' Aiey 
ftifm^ a rery fkyovafMe opinion." ' • • ' * 

Concerning these natives and their 'wayst, Captain 
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fdons of Englisli voyagers to tli^ homes of the redimeid 
whom English colomsts wero before long to drive from 
Ifaeip iBdvtoti hannta bxi ordet !Koglij|h Ajukerioa mighli 

landings onei of < th6 natiVeSj Ae^ev nnkiDg any rfihonr 

of fear or doubt," came up to welcome them. *^ And 
aifceiD >h6<hafd fipoke|i many thia^ not understood by i lis, 

ships, and i ga^. ihimi -a • ihirt^, p . hmt, and seme o^baA 
things, and made him tasto of our wine and our meat/ 
whie^ he liked iVfiryi ireli; aud After h^TUHg viewed ibotii 
baib% faia d0p8]3fced^»aiid'>w<^ni jto.:jyfl boat agftui^ 
idddi ) ]m> 'bad xlefil^ itrt a I lifelle \mfe-^0t foroek- adjoining^ 
As soon as lie was two bowsliots into the watQr, he fell 
to fishing, and,ift J^.libtiU.h^lf An hom* he liad'Mdcni 
lua boot oa deap M»ii«»il(l4wk«^ Wbicb. ha oaiwa^ 
agamito tiM pouit/ofiiibe hobd^ awd-thetei :d£yided 
fish into two ])arts, appointiug one part to the ship aad 
the o^er tOi the pinnace. Then alter he had, as mucL 
asihe niight^..iieqiHtodiU)fa!<£oi»iir ibanafito ii^aoaiyod^.jMr 
departed tiiiit/ofoiitisight*!^ ^ i ' I .. ...n 

* Bttrlow^t nairativo, in Haklutt^ vol. iii., pp. 246-r-251, is my only 
guide to diO Btb^'^f ihlft expedition.' Mott ilie hkf6niiatioii 

later in this ebq^^ is also dciivoi/Qcom jBUltunrr, vol iii ., which in* 
dudes Borlow's accouut of the second voyai^c (pp, 2r)l — 25;{; ; Lauo'^ 
and riariofs memoir (.f tlio first settU-ment, 1585— G (pp. 251—204 ; 266 
— 280); au jiccount of the third voyage (p. 265); an account of the 
fourth voyage (pp. ^80—287); an jujopimt of the ^th voyage 
(pp. 287—295). The aii&ozities fixr infonaafkui' not dxaMn tnm tbem 
sMiiMewmbe'dMiiii'f^lllMok-'' d ^ i 
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Oto'tbe-follft^ng day a brother of the chief of 'tho tribe 
resident in the district, with about forty followers, very 
handioiBe wid ^bdlyi pedpL^i audi m thttb -beb^miir 
tmami^lgr 'kad dmi-m any* t)f lEtvoffe,** 'cadie in hoM 
t» »Ad ^flhoro offi Ehgiishi blurks were asi*i 

dho^ed. When he oame to the place," we are told, 
'' his serfants' eprdad aiJoilg mat upon gibniid^ on 
iMdb. ]ie* «B8t ^d6wni^'«nd'iflA'th0 olhnr cud 4xf\ihe tnair 
four others'of las ^ctthnpany Ididtho'lika The rest of 
his men stood ix)nnd about him, somewhat afar off. 
When iTO 'Oame to the shore to him with eitat w^fxpasiaf 
bei xui^erifaofod Mm hii* places noi** my df thb othei' 
ibw,'']iop ever inisitiTisfted ttfiy'faanii i» l»e' offered firohv 
lis ; but, sitting still, he beckoned us to come and sit by 
hfaiki v^ieh we performed; and ^bemg set, he made ali 
fl%i» of Joy and weteoiaie; -stiikiiigf * ea lib bead and' hie 
hekM^ and affeferwattls on oteM,' tO'Showrwe freile all one» 
smiling and making show, the best he cmhiUI, of all love 
atid liamiliarity. After ho had made a long speech; 
ttfto'iis^ we -prdi^eiited him "With •di^rera tiungs, 'which' be 
received very joyfully and thahaflcfally; 'Nlsne of thd 
company durst speak one word all the time ;^ only 
the four which were at the other end spake one in the 
other's ear- very BoMf, After we had preeented him 
With such things as we thought he liked, we likbw&6 
gave soinewliut to the others that sat with liira on the 
nlat ; but presently he rose and took all from them and 
pat it into his own basket^ makii^eignsaDd toki^ns tWi 
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all things oi^ght to be,deliyered unto.him^ ai^d-the real 
were but his aertante and foUowem." 
Got of that present-giTuig barter soon grew. The 

red men broiiglit great numbers of choice skins, which 
they gladly exchanged for English commodities.. 
<)opper kettle was valoed at fifty deer fikins wprtji a 
crown apiece, and the chiel^ brother gaye twenty afdo/s 
for a briglit tin disli, wliich he presently took up and 
clapped before his breast, and after made $k hole iathe 
liim thereof and hung it about his neck, ma^g signs 
that it would defend him against his enemies* arrows. 
The Indians bought all the hatchets and axes and 
knives that could be spared by tjie English, and offered 
any number of skins for the swords that could not be 
spared.' 

After further friendly intercourse on shore tlio cliiefs 
brother visited the shipSj aud showed great delight at 
the way in which, he was entertained. , And. after 4 
few days overpast he brought his wife witl^ him to the 
ships, his daughter, and two or three children. His wife 
was very well-favoured, of mean grtature, and verjr 
iiashful. She had on her back a long cloak of leather, 
with fbe »r liideVxt tb li«r bo^v, ixA tWoU W.a 
piece of the satne. About her forehead she had a band 
of white coral. lii lier ears slie had bracelets of pearls 
hanging down to her middle, and those wer^ of the 
bigness of goo4 peas, l^lie rest of heir women of the 

pendante or copper iianging in ,eith^ 
ear. And some of the children had five or six in 
either ear. The King s brother had upon iiis head a 
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^roaa plate of gold or copper. His apparel was as his 
in&'s : only the women wear their hair lona ou both 
^ae», and the mexx put on one. ^ ^ . < , , ^• 
AfWr llie natives l|ad.|>aid several jisits t^ the &hi||^ 
Captain Sarlow aijA 'seven otiier Englishmen took boat 
and went for about twenty miles nl|>ng the shore 

our mtjelygent yo^a^er^ '' wai^ a yillagp <;>£ ^ifie|hpi:|S9S^ 
built of ceJar, ancf fbrtifieii . round about with sharp 
trees, to keep out their enemies, and the entran^ in\^ 
^( made Mke a turnpike, yp]^, ar^i^cial|y,^ , Wl^ yffi 
/came towards ip, stftndip^^i^ear imt0| tihje, wajter^de, the 
wife of tKe king's brother came ^miing out to meet us, 
very cheerfully and friendly, her husband being not 
Ijl^en in the village. Some of iier |)eojple .^e,.(j^ 
mahdedi to draw, our boat on shore ^, others sh^ apr 
pointed to carry jm on their hacks to the dry ground ^ 
and others to bring our oars into the house for fear of 
stealing. When we were come into ^e outer room, 
having^ five rooms in her hoii9e, she caused us to sit 
down by a gre^t fire,, and af|er took off our clothes and 
washed them and dried them again. Some of the women 
plucked off* our stockiiigs . and \yashed them. Some 
washed our feet in warm water;' and, she herself took 
great pains to see sdjl things ordered, in the best manner 
she could, making great haste to dross some meat for 
us, to eat. After we had thus dried ourselves, .sh^ 
oroiight us into . tbe inner roomg^wjie^ she se^ on tho 
iimm standing along ttle Chouse some w]ieat like fi?r- 
menty, sudcluu vexihsou and roast, fish sodden, boiled 
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and ' roasted, meloni raw ^ and sodden, roots of dirAi*' 
kinds, aad divers fruits. Their diink is commonly 
watel*, but whil^ the grape lastetk ihey drink' idne^' 

^tli M sntdb bounty, aftc^r tii«fr manndt, a^ they cth^ 

possibly devise. We fonnd the people most gentle/ 
loyimg, and faithful^ void of* all ^gnile and ixeBaoii,^ahiil 
socAi as Im ^vftor the tQttmer of tbe gold«ft • Tkb 
people only- <Ail»''h(m{ to ikfend'themiS^eB fH)m Ititf 
cold in their short winter, and ]to feed themselves with 
such meat as the soil i^ordeth. Their meat is very 
^eli sodden; atid th*d]r tkiHod hv&A: retf sweet iiuk 
sirTory. Theif YBm&B 'iOB earlirtil- pots, very large, 
white, and sweet. Their dishes are wooden platters df 
sweet timber. Withiu tlio place where they feed was 
lixelf lodging, and tnithin that their idol, which t&ey 
wofi^ilp, <xf whoii'they speak kim^Ue thihgs. White 
we were at meat, there came in at the gate two or 
three men with their bows and arrows from hnnting^ 
whom when w^ e^kjd, we began to look <me tdwaxds 
ai^o^ter, and o{fered"t6 *i*eaeh-'oar weapons. Bdt as 
soon as she espied our mistrust, she was very much 
tnoted, and caused some of her men to run out and 
tike away t&ehf ' bit^s and * 'arrows ahd break them,' iulil 
iHthal !Ma% «hWp66r *f^lbira'o»t 'of 'the gi&te agetk' 
When we departcMl in the evening, and would not tarry 
all night, she was very sorry, and gave us into our boat 
odi? snipper half diiessec^ pots' and aU, and bi»tight to 
onr bottt side; fn ^Wt^liwe lay all night, riambWiclg tH* 
same a pretty distance from the shore. She, perceiving 
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our jealousy, was mnch grieved, and sent divers men 
£^d'.ti»ifty women to sit all night on the^.baidli^Bide l>)r 
md mn% ii» iulo <wur boat Ui eovev nci hwm 

th^XBiu, riising yeiff many lifOJt^ .toi enlieat na t^f mt lo 

their houses. But because we were few men, and if 
w^jj^ pUBcarried the voyage had been in very gi'eat 

^if^X^^ ^^i ^vmt no^ y6D^ira mjMngi 4Jlth<H^ ..tbmi 

people there cannot be found ift the world, as iar as wa 
^i^ve hitherto had trjaLi* . . 

Next day, the. bo{nest.yp]fi^m S«kade sonjke tiny^tign* 
tifvp of .tba otbcff ifiiM^ aodflie UMlin land xovudaboftit^ 
aiid .theii they resumed to their dbips. FriieDdly deal* 
ings continued with the natives until they started ojiith^ 
i^tum YDyjBgeito.Bnglam}.r .i --.// ■ . 

, JFfom ,8^. <ww94>tiQn[*a9^ifili07 ftWe to 

Q|]f >?i^h the people) they gatheied that the kiBg or chiel 

lived in a great city six days' journey inland, and had 
under ium several g(xv^mw^ik0 tbei)ro|h(^i|ioaaQk wbom 
ttioy;ro^iyod ^wi^ g^ismfm tp ea t i»ai >t ^ . Th w nere Xm 
other; kings in the. neigfaboiirheod, all* three being in 

friendship with one another, their peoplt-s being of kin- 
aP€^ ../Jjyvo other kings ruled I'arther south,, wl^ 

tainers. . The c^ly daxk feature bright picture of 

Indian life portrayed by our travellers is in their men- 
tjijgi^i of,. tbo bloody wars carried on h&t,^/^&fk,ihi^ two • 

f^Mt^l^ffijii di^^ to 
Bijiiae. jfVoiPri^ipe ito time* ;Tbe jompla, qi^vos w»e well 
j^^ti^ed in the art of wan. **'I!heir arrows," we are 
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told, ''are of small cane, beaded with a sharp shell or 

tooth of a fish, sufficient enough to kill a naked man. 
Their swords bo of wood hardened. They have beside 
a kind of dub, in the end whereof they iasten the sharp 
boms of a stag or other beast. When they go to war 
they carry about with them their idol, of whom they 
ask counsel, as the Eomans were wont of the oracle of 
Apollo. They sing songs as they march to battle, in- 
stead of drums and trumpets. Their wars are Tery 
cruel and bloody, by reason whereof the people are 
marvellously wasted, and in some places the country 
left desolate." 

Early in August^ well satisfied with what they had 
seen, Captain Amadas and Captain Barlow set sail for 
England, bringing with them two Indians who came of 
their own accord. They reached Plymouth about the 
middle of September. 

Their report, though garnished by no perveisions of 
the old fables about Cathay and El Dorado, gave great 
and reasonable satisfaction to Sir Walter Kaleigh and all 
the thousands of Englishmen to whom they were made 
known* And well they might. After a four months* ex- 
pedition, in which there had been nothing but pleasant 
episode and good fortune, without loss of life or any 
sort of danger, a score or two of hardy seamen had dis- 
ooyered a region in which there was more chance of 
• reas(jiuiljly advancing the welfare of England and the 
wealth of its people tlian could be hoped for from a cen- 
tury of battling, as glorious as it was profitless, with the 
ice and ice-bound rocks by which Frobisher and bis 
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lack of interest in the projects which Frobislier had 
been the fiiist^ tiu' Queen: Elisabeth's days^ to tenforoe hy 
<pnelieel CKimmeiil BaA ^ntan^'tids tim^ pviideiitrifliiid 
n«tte]><if-&ot* men, ^ tod ^usailyf^ito imm^rf fttr^AMMA 
prudent and niatter-of-fact, determined to risk their 
■aoaej iOiid their liTeSyiiif ^hegr oieked* them in any fox- 
off YloyagmgAil -aU» ini'eoBAittWBe0<jof<theiilrork 'iH»^ 
had been sor cnccemfyilly iiifttigmmteA'lrjr Waitbr'QEtaleigh. 
The outcome of their enterprise appears in the United 
States of Ameiicarf ' r /' • ' 

To this new district Queen Elizabeth, as well -plba^ 
iritfi /liiet wMbvnl of ilf^ai^ ^sdlj of- Imr subjects, gave 
the name of Virginia ; and Walter Raleitrli lost no time 
in planning a. second and larger exjx dition to his fortu- 
nate rpoflsestfim*'* 'In Peoember'aibill te>i!(Mifin»»ig tbe 
charter he had already reoeiyed ftoiiiMihe Qneen, and 
for'defining the limits of his colony, passed tlirough the 
House of CJommons, after having been discussed by a 
einmniitee of wMebSSr J'iflniiMs Difake-oiid Bir Fhitip 
Sidzieyweireiiietnbeis/^' ' 

Sidney, famous and forae-worthv beyond all others 
among Elizabethan courtiers, has a place in the history 
of' English > cblosMJufc * < <Earlyt .in > probabi^r 
Ism Bin Hioinphire^ CS^lblM^'hfldjeet'inrtr en. has disastrCHM 
Yoyage, and certainly be tore its issue was knuwn, nearly 
a yeacy too» before the date of lialeigh's charter, he had 
been auliioiised by letters patent f ^ to diisi^ery seairchy 
find 6ui» vieilr^ and inhabit certain, parts of 'America not 

• D'EwES, pp. 339—341. v . 
VOL. I. P 
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yet cUscoYered, to have and enjoy so much quantity of 

ground as should amount to the number of thirty hun- 
dred thousand acres of ground and wood, with all com- 
modities, jurisdictions, and royalties, both by sea and 
land." Having desiied eight years before to go with 
Frobisher on his north-western voyaging, he seems now 
to have wLshcd, in couj unction with liis friend Gilbert, 
to have entered personally on the more profitable work 
of American colonization. That he took great interest 
in the work is abundantly proved, and especially by the 
dedication to him which another of his friends, Richard 
Hakluyt, prefixed to his first collection of * Voyages/ 
published in 1582. But he could not be spared from 
Court, and there were other good reasons for his post- 
poning and, in the end, abandoning his project There- 
fore in July, 1583, while Gilbert was at sea, for the 
more speedy execution of Her Majesty's grant and the 
enlargement of Her Majesty's dominions and govern- 
ment, and for the better encouragement of others in so 
worthy and commendable an enterprise," he made over, 
as a free gift^ to Sir Greorge Peckham, the title to a 
tenth part of his three million acres of American soil.* 

Beckham does not seem to have made any practical 
use of his privileges, and henceforth Sidney only showed 
his interest in the work in encouraging other people to 
devote themselves to it> of which his share in the par- 
liamentary approval of RaleigVs project was an instance. 
His rights being thus confirmed to him, Kaleigh was 

• BiooRD Office MSS., Domestic^ vol. clxi., No. 44, cited in my 
MmoSr of Sir FhOlp Bidney, pp. SG7, 372. 
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busy, during the first three months of 1685, in organising 
a fleet of seven ships to go to Virginia in the summer. 
He thought of leading it himself, hut from this be 
was deteired, we are told, hy the fear that during his 
absence the Earl of Leicester, already jealous of his in- 
fluence at Court, would damage his place in the Queen's 
regards. Tiierefore he entrusted the work to his cousin. 
Sir Bichard G-renTille, who was appointed Admiral of 
the Meet, and to Balph Lane^ who was to be Goremor 
of the intended colony. 

Both were notable men. Grenville, now about forty- 
five years old, belonged to an old family in the west of 
England, fie had gone, in 1566, to fight for the Hun- 
garians against the Turks, and had shared in the famous 
battle of Lepanto, won by Don John of Austria, and so 
much to the satisfiEUstion of the Pope that he could only 
exdaim, in the words of Scripture, There was a man 
sent from God, and his name was John !" After that 
Grenville had done some rough service in Ireland under 
Sir Henry Sidney, where Gilbert had been one of his 
associates ; and from that time he had taken a lively 
interest in all the schemes for Cathayan search and 
American plantation that had been advanced by Gil- 
bert He was a bold and enterprising man, too im- 
petuous to be very persevering, and of a disposition 
tainted by the cruelties which Spanish example and the 
angry warfare carried on with Spain encouraged in 
nearly all the leading Englishmen of the time of Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Balph Lane was of the same charactec Of North- 
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amptonshire origin^ he was seoond cousin to Queen 
Eatherine Parr, though bom only a little while before 

her death. He was al)out ten years older than Gren- 
ville, and, like Grenvillo, he had served both in conti- 
nental wars and in Irish soldiership. At Court he was 
feyoured by the rival Earls of Burghley and Leicester, 
and he was one of ''Leicester's Band" of equerries to 
the Queen. For this he considered he was not recom- 
peosed according to his deserts. In a letter written to 
Burghley in July, 1588, he begged for some suitable 
reward, " having," he said, " served Her Majesty these 
twenty years, si>ent my patrimony, bruised my limbs^ 
and yet nevertheless at this day not worth one groat by 
Her Majesty's gift towards a living.*' That dolorous 
petition brought him an appointment as Commander of 
Southsea Castle, with pay at two shillings a day, and to 
this was added, in 1584, somewhat more remunerative 
employment in Ireland as Governor of Kerry. On the 
8th of February, 1583, Queen Elizabeth allowed him to 
put a deputy in that office, "in consideration of his 
ready undertaking the voyage to Virginia."* 

The seven vessels sailed from Plymouth on the 9th 
of April. The largest of them were the Tiger and the 
Roehuck, each of 140 tons' burthen, the Lion, of 100 
tons, and the Elizabeth, of 50 tons. Philip Amadas and 
Arthur Barlow went as chief pilots to the district which 
they had discovered, and Thomas Cavendish, the great 

* Aa ample memoir of Lane by the Eev. E. E. Halb ib in the 
JMueaiogia Americana for 1860, pp. 315—844. To fliiB I am indebted 
for fhe pairticulan given aSwre^ as vrell as to Mr. Halb's leprint of aome 
JetteiB unitten by Lane fiN»n Vligima, in the same Wmne^ pp. 8—88. 
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buccaneer, was one of tlie party. rollo\ving the old 
track, they sailed by way of the Canaries to Saint John's, 
one of the West Indian islands. Thiare they waited for 
a fortnight, ostensibly to build a pinnace, but evidently 
with tlio hope of doing some injury to the Spaniards, 
work which was much more agreeable to Grenville than 
American colonization. Setting sail again on the 26th 
of May, they captured, on that and the following day, 
two Spanish frigates, which were taken back to Saint 
John's and there ransomed for ''good round sums." 
They also seized a ship-load of salt^ and did other damage 
to the Spaniards before proceeding to Virginiay which 
they did not reach till the 26th of June. 

Three days afterwards the Tiger struck ground and 
was seriously damaged, and then began a series of mis- 
fortunes well earned by the unworthy method in which 
Grenville and Lane set themselves to perform their 
appointed task. As a task they seem from the lirst to 
hare regarded aU> the duties proper to the establishment 
of a colony. For fierce war and lawless conquest they 
were well adapted ; but they showed no skill, and hardly 
attempted to show it, in the way of peacefully organising 
an English settlement in the New World. 

This, indeed, was never thought of by Sir Richard 
Grenville. He spent seven weeks in exploring the 
islands of the adjoining mainland of Korth Carolina, in 
receiving kindness from the natives, and in ill-using 
them. In the pithy report of one day's proceedings we 
read that " one of our boats was sent to demand a silver 
cup which one of the savages had stolen from us, and. 
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not receiving it according to his promise, we burnt 
and spoiled their com and town, all the people being 
fled." 

Nor was Grenyille satisfied with troubling the simple 

natives and laying a sure train for their ultimate exter- 
mination. He quarrelled with Lane and with most of 
the other leading members of his company, Thomas 
Cayendish among the number. ^It is not possible^" 
said Lane himself in a letter of complaint to Walsing- 
ham, written on the 8th of September, "for men to 
behave themselves more faithfully and more indus- 
triously in an action — ihe same by the General's only 
great default having been made most painfbl and most 
perilous — than every of these gentlemen have done, 
and that ever since the first to the last. Contrariwise^ 
Sir fiichard Grenville, our Cxeneialyhath demeaned him- 
self, from the first day of his entry into government 
until the day of his departure from hence, far other>vise 
than my hope of him, though very agreeable to the 
expectations and predictions of sundry wise and godly 
persons of his own country that knew him better than 
myself. And ]):irti('iilarly I thought good to advise 
your honour how tyrannous an execution, without any 
occasion of my part offered, he not only purposed, but 
even propounded the same, to have brought me, by indi- 
rect mcuus and most untrue surmises, to the question 
of my life ; and that only for an advice in a public con- 
sultation by me given, which, if it had been executed, 
had been for the great good of us all, but most chiefly 
of himself. I have had so much experience of his 
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govenmient, as I am humbly to desire your honour and 

the rest of my Iionourablest friends to give mo their 
favours to be freed from that place where Sir Kichard 
Grenville is to carry any authority in chiet The 
Lord hath miraculously blest this action that^ in the 
time of his being amongst us, even through his intole- 
rable pride and insatiable ambition, it hath not at three 
seTend times taken a final oyerthrow." * 

Gienyille did not vait to see that &ial overthrow. 
In obedience to his instructions he returned to England 
as soon as he had seen that the intending colonists — a 
hundred and seven in number — ^were lodged in their 
new home. Having despatched one of his yessels on 
the 5th of August, he himself, with the others, left 
America on the 25th of the same month. On his way 
back he fought with a rich Spanish vessel, of 300 tons' 
burthen, and, having seized its goods, reached Plymouth 
on the 18th of October. 

Lane was not able to manage the colony, even with 
his rival away. He does not seem to have been charge- 
able, ait the beginning of his career, with much cruelty, 
but he was in no way fitted to be the first governor of 
a sottleineiit in which everything had to be learnt by 
slow experience and close observation. His chief fault 
was in seeing no difficulty in his work. Our present 
arrival in these parts," he said in another letter to Wal- 
singham, dated the 12th of August, "hath discovered 
unto us so many, so rare and so singular commodities 
of this Her Majesty's new kingdom of Virginia as all 
* BiooBD Ovnoi MSB, CobmSalt toI. i» No. e. 
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the kingdoins and states of Chiistendom, their commo- 
dities joined in one together, do not yield either more 
good or more plentiful whatsoever for public use is 
needful or pleasing for delight. The things that we 
have had time as yet to see and to send are but such 
as are first come to hand with yery small search, and 
which do present themselves upon the upper face of the 
earth; the barrenest.and most sunken plots whereof do, 
neyertheless, eyerywheie yield somewhat that either ibr 
known virtue is of price in Christendom, or somewhat 
at least to tlio smell pleasing, not having as yet found, 
in all our search, one stinking weed growing in this 
land, a matter, in all onr opinions here, very strange. 
The climate is so wholesome, yet somewhat tending to 
heat, as that we have not had one sick since we entered 
into the country ; but sundry that came sick are reco- 
vered of long diseases, especially of rheums. Not 
doubtinp^, in the mercy of God, to be sufficiently pro- 
vided for by liim, and most assured by laitli in Christ 
that, rather than suffer the overthrow of us His poor ser- 
vants, through famine or other wants — ^being in -a vast 
country yet unmannered, though most apt for it— He 
will coumuiud even the ravens to feed us, as He did by 
His servant the prophet Habakkuk, and that only for 
His mercy's sake."* 

Lane put his trust in God and the ravens. The 
fertile and pleasant island of Eoanoke, which was called 
riymouth, having been fixed upon as the residence of 
his hundred colonists, he seems to have made no attempt 
* Bboobd OfiiGB UBS., GUonftd, yoL i.. No. 3. 
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to torn it into a snitable and pennanent place of settle- 
ment for Enpflishinen. A fort was sot up and intrench- 
ments were laid round what was intended to be the 
toim of Port Feidinando but no sabBtantiaL bouBes 
were built, and no preparations were made for cultivating 
the fruitful soil and gathering a store of food for 
future use. The colonists belieyed that the Indians 
would supply the place of rayens in furnishing tbem with 
bread and fiesb, and spent all that remained of summer 
time in making acquaintance with the haunts and habits 
of these Indians, and filling them with an unwholesome 
dread of Englishmen. 

Lane made tolerably extensire excursions, to the 
south-west, north-west, and north of his intended place 

• The precise site was identified and described by ^Ir. Edward O. 
Bruce iu 1859. The island," he says, " eoutaius noLhiug ulse of the 
soit, and ihe noords of the vojagors fix tbe aibiatimi of the fort and 
Tillage to within a mile or leas. Within that dicnit tbejr most have 
stood, and within it lie the remains before us. The location was judi- 
ciously selected. Half a mile from the eastern, or north-cast«!rn .shore, 
and a little further from the northern point of the island, it was jnst 
far enough inland to bo sheltered from the heavy winds by the l)luii's 
and woods, without sacrificing iSacility of watch over the adjacent waters. 
To the north-west the position Gonunaads the hraad sweep of Albemarle ; 
to the north, CuRitook; on the east, Boanoke; and on the we6t,Gioatc»L 
Sounds, — ^all leading directly to this point. Opposite ll o narrow neck 
which has replaced the inlet through which T.tmc entered, and perhaps 
a mile from the fort, a fine look-out is nli'orded by a range of sandhills, 
Thetreiu-li is cletirly truecublo iu a square of about forty yards each way. 
Midway of one side another trench, perhaps flanking the gateway, runs 
in sooiB fifteen or twenty ibet; and, on the right of tlie same fSMse of the 
endosare, the ooraer is apparently thrown oat in the form of a small 
hastion. The ditch is generally two feet deep, though in many places 
scarcely jx^rceptiblo. A fragment or two of stone or brick may be dis- 
covered in the grass, and then all is told of the existing relies of the city 
of Raleigh. " — Cited by Mr. Halb in the Arclmologia Aimricanat pp. 
24, 25. 
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of residence. With his boats, the stoutest of which was a 
fomvoared barge, just large enongh to hold fifteen men, 
he tracked the coast northwards as far as Chesapeake 
Bay, w hich he judged to be a better place than Boanoke 
' for English settlement. For pleasantness of seat, for 
temperatnre of climate, for fertility of soil, and for the 
commodity of the sea, besides multitude of bears — being 
an excellent good victual — with gi-eat woods of sassafras 
and walnut trees," he said, ** it is not to be excelled by 
any other whatsoever." 

North of Albemarle Sound, and in the direction of 
Chesapeake Bay, was a district call Cliawanook* Its 
chief town contained seven hundred fighting men, 
and there were other towns of some size and beauty. 
"The king^ of the province," said Lane, "is called 
MeuatonoD, a man impotent in his limbs, but other- 
wise^ for a savage, a very grave and wise man, and 
of very singular good discourse in matten concerning 
the state, nut onlv of his own country and his own men, 
but also of his neighbours round about him as well near 
as fiftr, and of the commodities that each country yieldeth. 
When I had him prisoner with me, for two days that we 
were together, he gave me more understanding and 
light of the country than I had received by all searches 
and savages that before I or any of my people had had 
conference with. Amongst other things he told me 
that, going three days' journey in a canoe up his river of 
Chawanook and then descending to the land, you are 
within four days' journey to pass overland north-east to 
a certain king's country, whose province lieth upon the 
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sea, bnt his place of greatest strength is an island 
situated as he described unto me, in a bay, the water 
xound about the island veiy deep. Out of this bay he 
signified unto me that this king had so great quantity 
of pearl, and doth so ordinarily take the same, as that 
not only his own skins that he weareth, and the bettor 
sort of his gentlemen and followers, are full set with the 
said pearly but also his beds and houses are garnished 
with them. He showed me that the said king two years 
before brought liim certain pearl, but of the wwst sort. 
He gave me a rope of the same pearL They were blacky 
yet many of them very great and a few amongst a 
number very orient and round. He told me that the 
said king had great store of pearl that were wbite, great, 
and round, and that his black pearl his men did take 
out of shallow water, bat the white pearl his men fished 
for in very deep water. It seemed to me by his speech 
that the said king had traffic with white men that had 
clothes as we have, for these white pearl, and tliat was 
the reason that he would not part with other than 
black pearls to those of the same country.** This, of 
course, was the southern part of Chesapeake Bay. 

Soon after that. Lane heard still better news. He 
was told that at the head of a broad mer — as broad for 
thirty miles above its outlet as the Thames at Greenwich 
—which was eaHed the IMoratoe, now the Koanoke, was a 
famous settlement of Indians whose ciiief source of wealth 
was a goodly store of metali either copper or gold. This 
he determined to seek out. He rowed for three days up 
the river, and found that the people fled at his approach, 



Digitized by Google 



220 BdleigKs Second Virginian Es^^ediHon. i^cbap.thi. 



taking with them all the com that he had lioped to buy- 
er steal. Only two days' full allowance of food was left, 
and then he put it to his comrades whether they should 
adrentore the spending of their whole victual, in some 
further view of that most goodly river, in hope to meet 
with some better pass, or otherwise to retire hack again." 

Their resolution fully and wholly/' he records, ^ was 
that while there was but one half -pint of com for a man, 
we should not leave the search, and that there were in 
the company two mastiffs, upon the pottage of which 
with sassafiras leaves, if the worst fell out, the company 
would make shift to live two days, which time would 
bring them down the current to the mouth of the river. 
This resolution of theirs did not a little please me, since 
it came of themselves, although for mistrust of that 
which afterwards did happen, I pretended to have been 
rather of tlie contrary opinion." So the journey was 
continued. "After two days* travel, and our whole 
victual e^ent, lying on shore all night, we could never 
see man ; only fires we might perceive, made along the 
shore where we were to pass and up into the country, 
until the last day. In the evening whereof, about three 
of the clock, we heard certain savages call, as we thought, 
Manteo,'' a native servant who was taken as a guide. 
" Whereof we all being very glad, hoping of some friendly 
conference and making him answer them, they presently 
began a song, as we thought in token of our welcome to 
them. But Mauteo presently betook him to his 
piece, and told me that they meant to fight with ua 
Which word was not so soon spoken by him, but there 
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alighted a YoUey of arrows amoDgst them in one of fhe 

boats, but did no hurt, God be thanked, to any man. 
Immediately our other boat began to scour the place for 
our hands to land npon, which was presently done, 
although the land was yery high and steep. The 
savages forthwith quitted the shore and betook them- 
selyes to flight. We landed fairly and easily and for a 
small space followed after them, but they had wooded 
themselves we knew not where. The son drawing then 
towards the settiDg, and being then assured that the 
next day, if we would pursue them, though we might 
happen to meet with them, yet we should meet with 
some of their Tictnal, which we then had good cause to 
think of, I determined the next morning before the 
rising of the sun, to be going back again, if possibly we 
might recover the mouth of the river. Unto which I 
found my whole company ready to assent ; fi>r they were 
now come to their dogs' porridge. The end was, we 
came the next day by night to the river's mouth, within 
four or five mjles, having rowed in one day down the 
current as much as in four days we had done against 
the same. We lodged upon an island, where we had 
nothing to eat but a pottage of sassa&as leaves." Thus 
the search for copper was abandoned. 

The exaggerated reports that came to him concerning 
the riches of Virginia, however, made Lane very anxious 
to transplant his colony to Chesapeake Bay. With that 
object he went back to Port Ferdinaudo. 

There he found that the rough treatment of his people 
had turned the Indians, whom they at first ioimd so 



Di 



222 Eakigh*8 Second Virgiman Mapeditum. uouAr.rau 

sunple and friendly, into subtle enemies. For this the 

Indians were not to blame. They had received the white 
men with show and with hearty desire of friendship. 
They had freely supplied them with whatever food and 
furniture they needed, and had eyinced great readiness 
to be instructed in the wonderful ways of their visitors. 
They were even willing to accept those visitors as 
masters if they might receive the protection and assist- 
anoe due to servants. But when they found that they 
were to be treated as slaves, and as slaves who, not 
having been bought for money, were not even to be 
cared for as property, they turned rebellious. They 
refused to be forced into rendering those services which 
they had been willing to give in return for generous 
treatment. For that tliey were looked upon as rebels 
and traitors, and accordingly chastised. 

The chastisement had begun, as we saw, some time 
before Sir Richard Grenville's departure. In August 
Lane had, in a letter to Sir Philip Sidney, complained 
of his trouble in having " funongst savages, the charge of 
wild men of his own nation, whose unruliness was such 
as not to give leisure to the guards to be almost at any 
time from them."* Very soon, though not, it must be 
noted in justice to Kalph Lane, until he had started on 
his ill-timed expedition of discoveiy, the guaids ware 
allowed to join with the wild men in cruel handling of the 
natives. Thus it happened that, wliile Lane was away, 
the news spread from tribe to tribe, and preceded him 
to most of the districts which he visited, that these white 

* Eeoooo Office Colonial^ vol. i., Ko. 5. 
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men, not l)orn of women and godlike in their strength 

and power, were devils, who had come to waste the 
land and slay all its people, unless, by subtle dealing on 
their part and by special &Yonr of the Great Spirit, 
they were able to drive them ont and hill them. 

The English had Lad one firm friend in the chiefs 
brother who had lirst made acquaintance with Barlow 
and the voyagers of 1584. As long as he lived he 
had done his utmost to propitiate the colonists and to 
persuade his friends that, if they themselves would deal 
meekly and generously with their visitors they might 
hope for better treatment than in any other way they 
oonld possibly receive. But he died while Lane was 
away from Port Ferdinando, and his son Pemisapan 
l)( eani(' leiickr of the steadily growing opposition to the 
English. His dime, certainly not a great one, was in a 
proposal that all the Indians in Boanoke should flee 
from their persecutors and seek peace in a new home in 
the west This would have been fatal to the Virginian 
colony ; for/* said Lane^ not perceiving how much, in 
making the statement, he blamed himself and his com« 
panions, at that time we had no weirs for fish, neither 
had our men skill in the making of them, neither had 
we one gnun of com for seed to pat into the ground." 
Lane's return prevented this proposal from taking effect, 
especially as it strengthened a belief that had long been 
growing among the natives concerning the supernatural 
character of the English. They had thought that he 
was dead, and his coming back seemed to them to be a 
resm'rection fiom the grave. They also had fresh reports 
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thousand tknes-morei wonderfnl in; their distbrbed imagina- 
tions. " It was an opinion yery confidei^tly hoiden among 
tbemil^mdilMfmO) ''ti^at.we were the servants of God, and 
that m ^m^ei' tiot %itb{0et td be d^hsti^]^ th^m i ^at 
contrariwise that ithey amongst them that souglit ouride- 
struction should find their own, and that we being dead 
men were able to do them more hurt tbai^ nqw!<i^e,CK>uld 

from any of n8,have been shot at in tl^e^ir, and etriofcen by 
some men of ours that by sickness had died among them ; 
and many of them hold-.i9piakm>that we be dead men 
returned into the world again/ and that we do not 
remain dead but for a certain time, and then we return 
again." Therefore the Indians, sorely against their wills 
and veijf ynti6li to their hurt, because tbiey feared that 
by* Mbelliijii' ibey ^ ^bdd brhi^ y^^ 
tfiiinsWvfes, '^ottiirtirf'tD- tlie ing&lil'* ' ' 

It was discontented, superstitious ' service," iiloe '^(iat 
which Calibaii yielded to Prosper© in ^ the noble drama 

which ^t'dd' taany oS iiis' ihofit poetical suggesiio 
from m§' s^dry, as* it Was Wpeaiied'to^SijaklMpe^ 

the snffoTings and conduct of the Indians in ^ir 
Walter iialeigh's Virginia.* Many a poor red man, 

, , » , . .. .vi . ■-.nn -> ■.■• 't« ' ml h* ■'i<\'i.:i -ill -i' •> »iJ i!- 

* This is no place for Slutopearean eoimiieii1xu7,_pX|ija?i^ l«b^ 
not att«i)aip| iA/44tM)i IfV^m^port the cpinion indicated aboTS. It is 
cmmigh to eay .^iha^.whatevevi ether. soegeeiionA mhf have 4tane to 

Shakespeare from other sources, aoinc tvt any into xaufet.l^ve ootie from 
New WoiM liii^tnry wid scenery. Calibau is cvidGntly a vnnntim upon 
Canibal, itselt a jK.'rvt re.ion of Caribbean. *' Tlie still vexed lit'iinoothcd "' 
WMat have been the Beimudui). HaleigLi'iii r<bpetiti.ou ut U^i re{X)rt con- 
eerning ** a nation of people that have their ejeaiDitheicaliiiddhni and 
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remembering the friendly dealings tbftt he had with 
Barlow and his comrades in 1584, must liaye said, in 
rode words and phrases of his own, 

''innieii'flMmcani'rthflro fii8t» 

Thou stroVdst mc, and ihad'st much of me, woolcbt teach me how 

To name the bigger light, and how the loss, 

That burn by day and ni<;ht : mid then I lov'd thee* 

And show'd thee all the tjuulities o' th' isle, 

The fresh epringa, brine-piia, barren place and fertile;— 

CoTBedlwItbatdidsor 

or, in moments of resolution to shake o£f the tyranny 
to which he was now subjected^ 

''No mote dams m make fiw fish; 
Or &toh firing 
At lequizing, 
Nor soiape trencher, nor waaih diah." 

But a thraldom as heavy as Prospero's over Caliban 
oppressed him — the thraldom of his own superstitious 
belief in the superhnman powers of his master ; and so 
bo slayed on unwillingly, hoping, amid despair, that 
some yet greater power would rid him of his trouble. 

The Indians shared none of Caliban's brutalities, 
however, and, unlike Caliban, they were able to bring 
upon their tyrants, no peers of Prospero's, sufferings 
almost equal to their own. After long submission, 



their months in the middle of their hreaato*' must have anggeafced Ckm- 

WTien we were boys, 
Who would believe that there were mountaineera 
Bew^lapped like bulla, whoae throats bad hanging at *em 
Wallets of fledi ? Or that Hheite were such mep 
Whose beads stood on their breasts ? which now we find 
Eaoh piitt^ r-out of one for five will bring na 
Good wiuiaat of." 

VOL. I. Q 
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land for a general attack upon the intrnders. R^lph 
Lane, hearing of jtixiSy and iiaTing stiU aome ijse&d^^of 
allieB< tvkoi'had jkCFti^bttaBr.tdnled into «i{i0n ^nwiilfli^ 
alnong tiio'iiatfviur* alKvnt'OlMBal^eakft fiaiyv pi^p^^i^-i^ 
a counter attack. Hitherto he had found it necessary 
to poBipono his intention of exterminaiing the people 
whfM^ ni|)f)ilie8(0£^£oodi-.aiid '6U]idr:setvioeBiJMid':ikB|^ 
aim the- coloilistBv ' Fcv tJiii he^itooft great >mditr4x> 
himself. " Pern isapan/' he said, " was afraid to deny 
me anything ; neither durst he ior my pieeence butiby 
«fld<mv and vrithi ekcnis^i induiBk 'i'Mil ^ooutent ^ icc^ 
loi*'thet^tiii0^ nfoanhig iii<fk0*giid^*ai P iiad wuto/lfb 
give him the jump, once for all ; but, in the xueaik 
whike, I- and mine bace aU. mongs ' aiid. ^aceipt6d/of >aii 
^KonaedJ* • • • • . ' •» ■ 

'At:len^h, at 'Ael eloso May/ 1586/wlitot«1ife 
colony was about ten months old, the Indians showed 
Jum tiutt the time for patient endurance of wrongs wa3 
orar, In'lb^ laght- lAey eloii^ iito » Part' 'Featdiiatrd<i| 
and broke tip tKe TMHirenB *aad ihetifOodeB'faiitff that 
they had constructed for their masters ; and they 
tJKxaed ovto (to itke i mainland, oc to island fastiidsses 
in wliidi GfKdd not ' edaily .tornraaohed. . v •Lonai'ikad 
t6 divide liis^linaald]nd''m^ into 'partie<<'of MtekniiOr 
twenty apiece, and send them to different parts of the 
iBiandf to keep « tbeoiseijr^s iram ifltarvjng by ' caitdiiixg 
such fish and oysters as they could, wfaiift-llieifcBiidb 
preparatifdib 'for « tmdtauire^r^ ^Thnr waBi<h(ik>r|k«8tfble, 
since Pomisapau ha^l already mode preparations for ^ 
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ffipriiey," said Lane, ''privy to tlieir own villanous 
purposes against ui^ held m good espial upon us, haih 

tlfis : Ist- ie£< Jixii^! aoine^^iBig' like »tAfi fanttfeueBstiediit xAs 

many Enprlishmen as their boats could hold were con- 
veyed across the strait, and^then theyimafched jagainst 
fjjBHDlisiiiMm. • Xl»4iglyt6toiyiQaii.i«illy<be'i^dB Lanb^s 
oim.'(wo0dfti"«<^I'<^TBi tiuAt valchwdsdi'ilgfeedr upoiH 

which was 'Christ our victory 1' nud immediately his 
chief men aodj himself had, by the mercy of God for 

lying on the gi-ound for dead, suddenly started up and 
ir]uica^ay^|ft» though heliadiiiot beein touobed^ii^imQ^ 
as be oYenan all the company, being bj tba-iiway 
«k>t<tima]:t4l^ haUiifc^^hj^y hMi hojM pXn.tbe/end 
an Irishman serving me, one Nugent, and the deputy 
pax)V08t, following him into the woods, ovecrtook him ; 
and i^.in« ioKie'idoabt kel-w iiadiikBt bathidihe bug 
wsd wjr txMMi, «M^'2ikd'i«itwiii»igilottt ^ft^w «0ed6 iritfi 
Pemisapaii's head in his hand." t " .t^,,, ', s i r.,i- 
..^he Indians- were more than ft matdi for their tyrants 
iittiriHiiulig, .a^ian^trafti, «bDBEl thiiyi ciaiaped i^hMls nmf 
unmii't feOailgblen > > " fThfiir fiieasanili s bflnse-i in • iBoanokB 
hbd t^been despoiled ; but tbey had succeeded also in 
'nuAing the h^n ^tiak oolony that -bad. bi^ught , tbe«ii.i^ 
ttAoh niiasdoyi/-' h'li i .* -iM 'Min/<> rim, ,|.it 
•i'iK(ail2pi]i|ffbirt;« fortimate-amdant tBa'vid4ifafiiiiQlo|Uflilj6 
theznselFes ifroo^a) bfeiog utterly ruined Lane. coUld- ifind 



Digitizea by Go^.'-. 



228 Baleiffh*9 BielMd VitgMan' MSi^ 



no red men eith^'td kill or to rob of the food of which 
bis people were ia sure need. He waite<l in def?pair 
hem the M to -tbe'^ of Jsab. On ikM 'ds^^im 

in sight, and this proved to be the fleet of Sir Francis 
Drake on his way home from his famous West ' Indian 
expeditioii of 1565.' Li tiab ^Sdkj^ hAae, aHnntysimttsI; 
piom 'wben life 'Woik %as Mit ''kajfiotm^-etiiJ^ ikwv^ 
hand of God stretched ont to talce th.-m." • AkiOther of 
the party thought, mor^ reasonably, that ^ the hand 
Of Qod hedt dofm ttfim them M €ko< ohfslify and oi^ 
rB]»e0tx>tttiiiiWd l^^Bomb bfllhetfi agaitibt-l^e^'iiiM^ 
ants of that country." Theologians must decide in 
which way the hand of God had worked.'- 'ii nis 

Dmkle^ a^fld, hOi»<6Vtf/ 't»it^ 
Of tho md condition to'^viitf^lili iMtflte 
had boon reduced, he offered the^ a ship, a pinnace, 
and some boats, either to be left at iioalioke^ vkbus 
mouths ftiip^y of^ pnmAkniis, iUid< tiiei^ tifi^^%jrlitti;e 
in fibtili^atK^' of Mfe' Ooldn&iTig or^oottqtleHttgfwofk, ^ 
to be taken home, vdth the colonists on boanl, uudc^p 
protection of the fleet. Lane was inclined to <jhooed 
the IbnM ^^iittMv&^'lM bofoiSs' thO 'plovidtffis bould 
h» iMfedod '^ei^ 'fti^ to >Vlol€int^ ^ k^om> tMit -Bfldn 

had to save his ships by again hurrying out to sea, 
leaA^ng only the d^itteliinent that had boen ofiWred 'to 
bid distrmed 'fifeUdiK^^ Jxi 4b,w'ialu0imA 

barked 'thO imiT ^ 9vmi, *«nd' O^rti&ing Am 
deliverers, sailed with them into Portsmouth Harbour. ^ 
' "Tito troubles tbafr had b^lallen the celonkte 8Gi?oened 
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them from the hlaine that , they desexnod. "With the 

of the various productious of Virginia, d^scjfibes one 
p9drUa>l^») /f There is^ aft h^rb," he mjn, whiph i| 

accordiuig to the several places and countries where it 
^owBthiandjis, used. The Spajoiards generally call it 

M6F:,|i6wd^,i4ibe!f.'aiV9.r^ fbm^nOft smoke 

thereof, by sucking it through pipes made of clay into 
their stomach a94 head|.£|:p9a,>\)l^^Q.ijti puig^lih> super* 

tii6f pMs '4tid ^ passages pti .th^/faody^ * • Thk u ppowoe ia 

of 80 precious estimation among them that they think 
thttn gods!.avQ 2»a|:i^eliously delighted thar^witb.;; ^edre- 

during the time we were there, used to suck it after 

ti^km' io^mmP'ii M ^^ .w^^e ,^ou£ le^^ra; aa.i4 hav^ 

filito^s rtlfmQ^ ef which tbe. lelatifip woM require a 

volume by itself. The use of it by so many of late^ 
mea and women gfeat calling, as els^j and some 

arfew yetoSf aAerrtbftt SiditmiA ^]^^ ^Fe^^je 

Queene,' ispoke in praise of the " divine tobacco." 
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Bkb«2d ^^ytnl^ Who bad ^i^SM* 'tliltt he !«^d 

return to Roanoko early in the spring with fresh QcAch 
nists and ample stor^ of provisions, lie excneed lum* 
self' l» nxA hamg tvufiie4' ]^c»i Ferdicaiid^ t/jf^ 

to Chesapeake Bay had convinced him that that was 
a veiymuch better ^te than iioanoke for the headit 

wbleh ImuI* partly niivigaied'woidd' lead> *Minr>tO'tiM 

copper district of which ho had heard, and j)€rhaps 
afford an easy rpiUie to the Paciiic OoeaxL ^^The dis^ 
co^evy mine, by ^ g dod^iwp <^*Gnod,:oif*ia 

pasvsiige to.lhe ScmthSea^^ lietflaid, ^ foid iioihing else; 
can bring this country in request to be inhabited by 
eur nation." ''I revived with myself" adde^^^ 
his report to Baleigh, that if your supply ha|i' oOnle 
before' 4ike'>eiMl of Aprils and-tiiat yon had*' seal) liiiny 
sftore of boats, or men to have had them made in any 
reasonable^ time^ l would have sent a small bark with 
two pimiaeeff abMV the'sasr to the northfvahL X wflisi4 
tl^'ha^ei fltdflod'tf mlrin ftnt, /boDi-'fiMr.^thdidelnicb 
of the harbour and our shipping also, and would have 
reduced our whole habitati^xn, from Jt&eanoke and .fcom 
Uie. bMrboo!]r"<a^d ]^ort tfaezeij whidh by'pnof utiitexif 
naught, U]it6' thift - otfier."' t Not 'lecbiving hid \ lemfiiraai' 
ments, he considered himself quite justified i|i aban* 
doning tlie whole enterprise, which indeed, considmng 
the^staAe to fwhatoh^ kMflmRnigBnient and ill^tieatineiit 
of <tbe( iiiatrv«B had biought tha.ookiiDisti6,'f[ila8 the lonly 
thing possible. \ i . . i' ri-KMni rJ* 
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amveilki#hith« fvom«3ed!0app)t9» i^^ the 

sending of which from Englaud appears to liave been 
delayed by Raleigh'* difficulty in raising money enough 
iat /tbi»; iVRd^r^ikiiig^ > : . FindAog. BfmvtikB- d04«Ktadt and 
fthtngs ierftiTQQlif^ as tf they had ibe«a cihased 
from thence by a mighty army," Grenville spent a 
Uale time . ia > scoitnDg li^neigbbQUiliood and making 
iiiliiinM:Axiin 4h6;»aitim 9$ to the^.fi^t^.af tbe. o(do:» 
WjiMi Then, leaving fifteen men ^n* the id«Qd| wiih 
provisions for two years, " to retain possession of the 
floiia1^^")ho Quidd' hw way back. ^ to Jiiiaai^a»4 tuxnkig 
tkdTCfjWge torpnofit^iaiid affordiiig mifte oMmgh spoii tQ 
kiinMf laadi hoA HtllowerBnhjr aiMBoking the ^lUih 
possessions in th& Aaoies^^and seizing a large quantity 
o£.booty.i . • ' ' 1 ' ■ ■ ' 

/.iThui «aB:.diiffieiei]t iiolMQlalia^loti.ihftiGysMiiBni that 
had ibefidlsn Ihe- settlemeiit in Yiigimnk ' Baleigh 
shared with all other brave Englishmen in the growing 
jealousy and ; iiatrod «iitb • whioh Sptda was. . regarded 
dm!bi^>thdr]rMiis>lpNhrioi^ Grtet icnawla.Figfat 
He hdd f rboeA r ariain^. sfceodily ' in > loyal fomir . while his 
colony was being built up and broken doN^n. As 
member ibr D&toaldiihi he hiad ta^en important part 
nuibB W0Tk oi <th6 £ailittnfent of> JbdSi eiid 'ld85b« E» 
hadiiheen 'knighted by the Queeny takd-'veeeived more 
substantial proof of her liking in a grant of wine 
licences, and aiiothBT gittiii o£> twelve thousand acres in 
{Maaolr ffis^Vii^ittiatt «xpeiiii(bieiii had oosi hin aod 
the friends who joined in the adventure mudh-aiof&eysr^ 
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outlay. Therefore he had no difEculty in fitting oat 

e^Ltrust^d to a Captaiu John Whito, of wliose previouaf 
l^fstory we a^^ W^^^U i?jrt;Wbp pro;veidi>tuindQlf*;i» 

largest of which wub the Admiral, of 120 tons burthea^ 
aud wiib^..(^iil:M^dJ:^j; au^ ; ij&^i .i^plom^ts on .hq^^ < in^ 

^Jyinoiiili: mUke ^*iof n B(^p»aiQeeM lf4»n 

ginia in the usual curve by way of the IWest Indieai 
5^,.bow^Vie«*iW^i^9lt,in searqh jcrf g^Mwgb ,ptfep,,fti[idr 

the strongest men were tiifediwith carrying but i>Tm 
them iroui the sea-side to the cabins," near Vera Cruz.^ 

bouxhood of Boanoke. Thero h(3 Imlted, iuteading ,t<* 
pick up the ififteen EngUshnien whot bod been lefti 

behind bgitiQN^faltoi vbl tis^i^mosrjwii^ ^M&<£mtA 

of Port Ferdinaudo, " overgrown with melons of divers 
sorted ^ui d^,miim feeding . on those melons^" 'Oiia 
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tknes tkey find the deer asleep, and so kill them," we 
lU^ t&y , espied ^ du#i tinaEii,^ M^wS&ng ^i^^^mkier tiX^W, 

forked stick, catching crabs fheref#iifedl^'^MS(jyft^ 
d^yed two' ! miles from his companyi » ♦'TOey ' «hot at 

A^-^i- wooder^ ^W6nii tfe^yib^t'i^hfB'li^'^in^^i^i^'^ 
fled aver the watei? to^th^ main.'^ Withifa three short 

Vtmugi I and faithful^ ^oid of all guile and' treason, and 
B^ch as live after the manner of the golden age," h&d 

itAthdet^mhitciPeXti^g th6y sttW' 

cjn© undefended they: 'liaufft kill him with arrows, and 
Hierii hatiki hi»i e<Kif8ei#itb tiuedr >»w^rd»i|u[Ul ii^eadlr hkf 
hsitdlktffb^b^'>^ "fhiifdirj :>ilt or ;>i»iH-fv)h "lij intal '^i • i* 

ofBiM Id >ImIs»I^ df '^th^iflftdmx '^li^Biibg iffiMfa,' at any 
rtite, of soiiiie^ bilk© as to thieit* fato. Captain White, on 
the 30th! ^i Jkly, stajihg hinilself ^itb the ^ips whiidlf 

faaife^'bf lis peopl^rtd^^CHPOatan', ]»^i^llb(Mbing island^' 
ti»^fhom6 of Manteo, the Indian who had been fonnd 
HBeful to tbe' English as an interpreter, and therefore 

sajs;x>nd of4he jpartyy ^^^ tbe people seemed as though 
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fliey W6II1M ^^hf} 'Mth tis, btit, perceiving us be^n to 
march with our shot towards them, they turned iheit 
baeks and fled. Theii Mialailitoiib^ 
to tbem in their own iaagttag«f; lAum td BOM iHtijr 
heupA r^f^^ ^md threw away their bows and 
anovvs, and some of them came unto us, embracisg and 
entettainittg QB yety M^dly, desiring us sot id gtttheCr 
dr gpill any <^ th«i^ ccml, to Umt iliey^uid l^ittliMii. 
W6 answered theln th^t neither their coTli hot an^ 
other thing of theirs should be diminished by any of us, 
and that onr comiiig Wai^oldy td z^lielrtii^ love^ibat 
WB^ between ui sad them ' tii''l&eiifiM|'a!id i(j'lif% 
tli^tn as brethren and friends; which answer seemed td 
please them well. VVTierefore they requested us to 
walk up to their town; wheM tli^y 4!^a6tod' tb «ft^ their 
ttBimer, and desired tie liiat t&eve naight be toiiB^teltai 
6f badf^'c rriven them of iie, whereby we might kxio\tr 
them to be our friends when we |uet them anywheve 
odt of the town oridand.*^ • • ' ■ ' ' ,i . v9 

' I^i:i[>iQ thtise mtk^'p^fla' bt Oroaltttt wiBis liettiilto 
ktoty of'thef 'fiftees iniiinig coldnists^ Hiey ^ had beeik 
S^t upon by a party of the natives whom Lane arid hie 
followers had persecuted; These Indiani^ hiding thiii^ 

mlkfes in the wood, a^i two^ th^r iiaiab«r/^M^ifiiafie 

cJOfilwjealed, to' mafcft' islhoW' of (Heridly intercourse Wirt 
t^e Englishmen, aud thus coaxed two of tliem, reall^ 
unarmed^ to' go into the wo<>d out of reach ' id* ^thefr 
fdehda. One Jlh^^UshiAttft thb^^ 
ihe bth^ was able 4»'e6<iftp© *e»d give warhfng of the 
danger, he only succeeded in bringing his comrades out 
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of 1)1^ kutrfwhkili £hey bad built andr in'^ekAU ^eur 

proviaioiifl were storedi before they were attiicked by 
tb^. $i«a<alaiitA^.. IJi^tibught stoutly, and, with.tb^ 

flefendeditk^iMidkeslrom^imy) hat isUgh^b wounds, ^bile 

tliey succeeded in killing some of the Indians. But 
during thei.Q^uflaa.i.tte'iluV'^lid it^ oonteftts were burnt 

afterwards. • ' ' ' 

rt.iIChis account of tjbuiir uuffoi^tvjues^.l^^uiig repeated to 

itttmuied^ iiistecKi.of dtaying iKl,BoMM3ike, to go in seardi 

of a suitable place on tlie borders of Chesapeake Bay, 
fmd thfiie, withiiiw resolve tQ, Ur^ -^ai^ei^y 

En^dsh, might be .expected to veciproefttetthe fnendsbip^ 
to try aud nuike a prosperous settlement. Now, how- 
ever, he considered it his duty to be'i^v^pged upon the 
W^ti!m hBocmk^ h^^Umt kiiisiftf» loa .tb^ ii»i»mlfnd 
the imofct excusable vei^eiance wbicb .they bad 
.wreaked upon liis fifteen unhappy countrymen. Ku 
TBi^i-also much incensed at the brutal murdex pf his 
mm foUawer. teiA di^ .Mnreu . £|it the im^, ,appQiiito4 
H^Ealeigh for jl^eyetw^ to England of tbe ships ^if^ 

had brought hiiri out was nearly at an end ; and Simon 
Jf^diuando, tjiedr chief pilot, who seems to have bj^fi 

fin.bad t««»9 with. Wbite, retiiA^ ^H^ueve^ 
fine jl was resolved thai the-sbips should s^ down ibeb 

pa^seug^a uiuJL . cag^goep,. . that ^ ten^poy^y settlement 
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iftetwards tlie English shbuld make their way leisurely' 
and by land to Chesapeake Bay. ' ' ' ' - ' ^« 
-While 8l^: Wdre' (H^ioUlhk^ Hkifim mM^ 
begin i^e 'tin^^ ^'^/e^g^^dn m^h lie^ 
marked out for himself. Attended by twenty-five of 
his men and Manteo, the interpreter, he crossed oveif 
td^thd ioaitiknd ^iii' 41)16 ei^y^']^^ 

dwelling-places of our enemies,** s&jd cme of tb^ party,' 
"and very secretly conv^ed ourselVea throtigh the' 

sitting about it, we presently set on theio. T43e m^BCi*' 
^Me souls, herewith amazed; flied into a place of thick 

shot on^ bf'fli^iii'^tgh^«f>lbbiiy^id^^ 

therewith he entered the reeds, among which wd hdjied 
•to acquit their evil-doing towards Us." Fortunately ni^ 

Aie boldness' t6^ 

killed, explain that they were all people of Croatan and 
friendly towards the English. It seems that the^ taibe 
which White iaediiii^tcy '^uiii^ m ^elt^m 

obtAe over to collect the ripe corn and tobacco which 
had been left in the fields. White made amends- ibi 

Eoanoke, postponing his vengeance until a later day^ lii 
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^E4^d tiifift tlaieyT. began tp quar^rel, wifh one anptl^ 

and show sisiis of mutiuy. It was necessary that two 
abio /mep|f9Q]|^ii3 should acco^xpoAy il^ el^fa t^. j^^- 

Oeedipfgftof ,ihe yppuj^y^awd to arrange with him for tl^ 
^opei senijing lof; such fixsh supplies ivs ,wure required;' 
ftJid . Oaptf^ii \Yh^t^ was forced tOj.b^, .p^e of thes^^ 

p^ntatioiL of, YirgimfL i^gt /a, swpe^sful issue, aifd he 
was bound to it by stxoug. piarsonal tics as \Yell as by 
^hjQg^io^ houQUf,^d,4u^y,^d#Vlgl)J^^i', Jileanor l)arQ, 

hmg !ow*^fi t^{p9)$)f(^^ ^hps/ft 

e^ed Virginia Mbee^ij^tdje, was tbp ft^t of the 

cblotiy and of English America, having been born on 
tto»AS*i>ipfi'tik^,^W^,-TTTbe,yi^ide4 to their ^ jp}j)^r94iY€^ 

I, J^sf homewfi^ voyage 5Wfca altogetber- tjisa^troys. On 

the day of 6tai;ting, the little vessol which he went 
a^Jy. disabl^.^d maay of its crew \YPf©,Jp^ 

iQt 4ot , ^hajfc ih(e could 1pwai;49/ rjeyi^bwrsing Sir WalAeir 
JMoighi for the expenses of the expedition, by trade or. 
phAfQT wnoiig tl^.Spanifur^iftf.^W;^ Jwjies, refus^ 

Tiiei«fore)!Wbite,i?e9p)ly^,;iiP,ia«fke^t^^ best <^ bis m^j 
home by himself in the lijttjj^ broken-dowu vesselp 
Gentle winds brfpedi}iii^iP?iwa?:4f s^AngtitwiwHyiday^^ 

and vlifcei |mlvW<»)t' ^^i^JUyp.vighS i vqi^y , \9i«, ; T^c?v . 
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ivUdi for six «cla|f4 eeaw4 ' aot • (fl» bloNr w ftffecfledinglyf 

that we were driven further in those six days tlian we 
CQplds^Te^ i^ttbiiit^en days. In wluchitime othei^ 
of p«r ai»]m..begpuiit<^^ i^firj^aiek. fiiMl>tiira» ^••tii€Dit 
dl^. Tfa^ matboit alaa tCiMiimiiedt so tdose ihAlrton^ 

mafiter, Bometiwes in four days t<^ether, could se© 
neither sun nor s<4ir» i9Ad •aU: thei bevemge we oould 

whi)(^«iimai9ed,.wa8)Hitih]»e,gaUt>ii^ 

fore now wo expected nothing but famine and to perish 
ati.fiea." Cy gpod fortune,.. however, they kept alioal? 
aiod idi7e;(air 9k f^w^da^i. ](9Qgeif|.iiiiAiat ite. ^tidfof^.itiMft' 
time they driftod i|p to Ibe so«tiinwe9l#m«fBonMr of .t^ 
land. There they were picked up by a Southampton 
pinnace and taken by it intaijK^rU After being imoiiy 
than jten we^^^ Whi|b9 QitK^^ jS^tiMfi^f^^ 
the 8tb of Kovemher^ lewmt tiwt $b0»Mmir^fSjBf 

such weakness by sickiLosa and death of tlieir cliiefest 
mem .that th^y might ^aU hdvo perished if a small bark 
b7.gxe«&>ap]had^qt,oQi9i(a.to)^i»ir^ heii^AmiSibiA 
acnbred at BortBiiiqu% witbont a'ehiUii^»i,mtihiT(W} 

lypoty, some throe weeks before, t ' ' ft ,! . 

. England iwa^< too full oC ^itepudot i about tjlb^pnblie 
4^4 priKAte..^ fb^ .1^^. ringed: Witt .fip(ti«vitlidM 
pi^epaxations ior :the expedited . ooming of ^her QifsAt 
Arjcaada, fur the poor Virginian colonists to be much 
thought 0^ pt.Jftr:^p4^p White's en^treaties on thtui: 
behalf to receive senoos attention. Sir Walter Baleigb, 
indeed, aom^ p^hjBi,j]^^ gff>^ North 
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had been attracted bv the fables of El Dorado, and he 
yms ijesolyedj as soon as more pressing occupations 
afioiictadlimitilnBi«iidbppoi^ ^ppll^hhu^'to 

Acoordingly, after doing no raore than listen to John 
Wiaite's petit^pus during a year and a halt he formally 

be hadllktpe^imfiatBir^ ib ptinte' 

as helpful to his own fortnnes as it could be to the 
«lel£Qj-p of England. On the^Tth of Mitrbh, 1589, he 

100?., " in especial regard and zeal of planting the 
Cllui^tkti Kalian 111 4bo^' biitbait>U6 botfaiiBei and iot 
teriOdmciiilfdlKl/and^feM^iit 4it ^6 ' itaiiie^ ahd libei 

<»iatnon iiiiUiff 'idi^'i^'mt of the inhabitants."* White 
eagerly became a member of this company ; and he 
(fMlas to bav^ beeii kf!^ obl)^ a<^4 ' 

tunato colonists * wh(y ' hte *h&^ waiting fer assistance 
from home since the summer of 1687, he managed, 
with Baleigh's afisistance, to perguade ttib 'tfwhm dlS 
iSMBi{Mf»^ialOmM^ftiif^ ^ til^W^' Mfi^ to 
MbriiBBDf tlN|<^ id '«Mde«hf6g on' b^h^lf 

of his neglected friends. It waf? at first intended that 
s«mal othei: SdgliMimen'and abundant i^lioi:^ of 'nckW- 
SBirjIiartfokiltoM gf^^iii biM^I'lmt'tlliafViMn^ent' 
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was OTemded, and he was allowed to take nothing but 

hii own personal property. 

The tlii ee vessels, the HopemU, the John Evangelist, 
and the lAHU John, with two ahallops, left Plymouth 
on the 20th of Maxch, 1590. Both goTemony mas- 
ters, and sailors," says WTiite, ** regarding very smally 
the good of their countrymen in Virginia, determined 
noibuig lew than to touch at thoae pJ«oe^ but wholly 
disposed themaelYeB to seek after purchase and spoils 
spending so much time therein that summer was spent 
before we arrived at Virginia ; and, wlien we were come 
thither^ the aaason was so unfit and the weather ao loul^ 
that we were oonstrained of finree to jforpmke that coa^ 
having not seen any of our planters.*' 

Some seurch, however, was made for the planters. 
On the let of August, after much hunting and some 
qioiling of Spaniards, the mainland of the Yirginion 
district was sighted. The ships were kept at sea, by 
bad weather, for a fortnight, and on tlio 15th they 
anohared off the aouthem edge of Eoanoke. At our 
first coming to anchor, on this shorey" saiys WhitOt ^ we 
saw a great smoke in the isle, near the place where I 
left our colony in the year 1087 ; wliieh smoke put us 
in good hope that some of the colony \\ ere there ex- 
pecting my return out of England." That hope was 
soon dispelled. On the morning of the 16th, two boats 
were sent to examine the part from which the smoke 
had been seen to rise; but no men and no signs of 
white men's residence were found. liext day a more 
careful search was begun in two boats with crews of 
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'liibeteen persons. Let the Story 1)e tokl in Captain 
White's own words. ** Before we could get to the 

■^^re we espied, towards the north end of the island, 
l^e h'ght of a great fire through the woods, to which we 
^]^t^Atly rtiwM ^Whetti '^d iMiH Hglkt bveii^ agaikist 
!«fl'fi^ 1Mb gni^^^i^^ Kh^'fllM, and li^iina^ 
with a trumpet a call, and after niatiy familiar English 
times of songs, and called to them friendly. But we 
iUldii6'Attswt6r'.' ' 'We tli6ie£(^ktided'i^ dayb!^k, and 

it>t<)^i trees buhiing atfotlt the plSftce. Frotn hence w^ 
went through the 'wooda to that part Of the island over 
agtfibtbt th^ 'nllttnktid^' ahWirm! th^e' W^* returned to 

island, until we came to the place where I lelt our 
colony in the year 1587: hi all this AVay we saw in 
this sataidlth^^riiM bf tb^ fecit bf two or three 

ydft^'tfbdd^ ljUB flight li^fot^r'ft^^^ ent^ up 
the saridy bank, upon a tree, in the very brow thereof, 
were curiously carved the fair Koman lettei"S GEO 
^hUh iettto '^t^utly we laidw tb yigbify the place 
^beind T ^shMd 'i!h(l'th€»' pWt^ %eht^, dccofding t6 
tl'feci^t' 'token agreed upon between thein and me at 
my last departure from them. ' I Willed them that if 
tiilsy' shiMd' l^t^pdu tb 1)6 ididte0s^d"2n aiiy 6f those 
Vldb^'tfa^'^tfld'barte 'over tile Uttets or ik^e a 
cross. And having well considered of this, we passed 
towards the place where they were left in sundry 

YOL. I. B 
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houses ; but we found the lioiises taken down and the 
plftce very strongly inclppesd >nth a lugb.fi^ilisado qf 
great trees,, ytiik /c^irtaina and llaiiken jery root#)^ 
ami one of thejcliieftc^es or. posts at tiie right side, of 
the entrance had the bark taken ofi', and five feet from 
the grouiid m, fajr ca|)^tiU^ was graven, CliOATAJJ^, 
without any crqss or sign of distress. This done, we. 
ent6re4 .into the paUsade, where we fpuiul many bars of 
iron, two pigs of lead, four iron fowlers, iron rack shot, 
and such'lik^ heavy things throwu here and there, 
almost overgrown with gcjoea weeds. From thencp 
we went alpiig by Hie water4ide» towards the point .of 
tlie creek, to see if we could find anv of the boats or 
pinnace, but we could perccjive no sign of them, i^or 
any of the last £ilcons and ^mall or^nai^ce which, were 
left with them. At our return ftxm the ere^k^ some of 
our sailors, meeting us, told us that they had found 
where divers chests liad been liidden and long since 
digged up again and broken up, and m^ch of the goods 
in them spoiled' and scattered aboi|t>.bat nothing left, 
of such things as the savages knew any use of, unde- 
iaced. Presently I went to the place, which was in the 
end of an old trench, made three years past by Captain 
Amadas. There we found five chests that had been 
carefolly bidden of the planters, and of the same chests 
three were my own, and about the place many of my 
things spoiled and broken, and my books torn from the 
oovers, the frames of some of my pictures and maps 
rotten and spoiled with rain, and my armour almost 
eaten through with rust. This could be no other but 



Digitizea b 



1590.] TJie End of Whites Colony in BocmoJce. 243 



the deed of the savages our enemies, who had watched 
the depatture of onr men to Groatan, and, as soon as 
they Were departed, digged up every place where they 

suspected anything to be buried. ]>nt, allliough it 
much grieved me to see such spoil of my goods, yet on 
the lather side I gready joyed that I had safely found 
a certain token of their dafe-hein^ at Oroatan, which is 
'the place where Manteo was born, and the savages of 
the island our Mends." 

White of comae greatly desired to go to Oroatan and 
try to recover the colonists, among whom were his own 
daughter and grand-daughter. But, after one feebhi 
efibrt, the captain of the fleet refused to assist him 
further in his search. Viiginia and its English re- 
sidents were almndoned, and fhe tmivorthy people who 
tluis deserted tJjem made a disastrous voyage to Ply- 
mouth, which they reached on the 24th of October. 

That was Hie last of Sir Walter Raleigh's Virginia 
The patent which he had transferred to a company of 
merchants in 1589, and which apparently was never 
used by them, passed, in 1602, into the hands of a new 
and mo^ enterprising company, which, in the following 
year, sent two ' small barks to explore the district. 
The report brought home being satisfactory, the new 
company was formally incorporated in 1606, and there- 
upon the real colonization of Virginia was promptly 
begun. Thence sprang the famous series of English 
settlements in the United States of America under the 
Stuarts in the seventeenth century. The first success- 
ful colonisdng party was led by Captain Christopher 
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Newport in KJOT, who heard from the natives that ** the 
Tncn, women, and children of the lirst plantation at 
Eoanoke had been miseiably slaughtered;" but that 
some of the English escaped from the slaughter, and 
going far inland lived peaceably with the natives. In 
1607 it was reported there were " seven of the English 
alive, four men, two boys, and one maid." Perhaps 
this " one maid" was Yirginia Dare, the first English 
native of America, at that time nearly twenty years of 
age.* 

* Strachey, Id story of TravaiU into Vtrginiffk BrUmsaat ed. by 
Majob for the Ilakluyi Society (1849). 
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CHAPTER IX. 

John Davis's Thbbb Yotaqes in the Dibection of Oatel&t. 

[1585—1587.] 

In 1497 and 1498 John and Sebastian Cabot, searelung 
fofr a passage to Oathay, sailed northwaids, past New- 
foondlaiid and Labrador, up to the entianoe to Baffin's 
Bay, and appear to have reached the westernmost pro- 
montory of Cumberland Island in 67^ degrees of north 
latitude and about 61 degrees of west longitude. 
During his three voyages in 1576, 1577, and 1578, 
Martin Frobisher visited tlie soutlieni edge of Green- 
land, and then, crossing over to the broken districts north 
of America, confined his researches to the western half 
of the bay known after him as Probisher's Straits, in 62 
and 63 degrees of north latitude, and between 62 and 
64 degrees of west longitude, just discovering, without 
defining, the mouth of Hudson's Straits. It was re- 
served for an abler and more fortunate voyager to follow 
up his exploration of Greenland as far as 72 degrees 
of north latitude, a hundred and fifty miles further 
north than the Gabots' furthest point, to trace the 
ragged coast-line of Cumberland Island between the 
districts visited by the Cabots and by Erobisher, and to 
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indicate the broad channel known by his . name ^ 
Davis^s 8traitB» the only entrance to Baffin's Bay« andr 

the route followed by most later arctic voytigcrd iu 
search of a passage to the Indies. . , ' 

He fared better than one of Fiobisher's ooomdeSk 
Charles Jaokman, who in company with Arthur Pei^ aa 
old associate of Willoii<;liby and Chancelor, set out on 
the 31st of i\Iay, 1580, in pursuit of that north-eastem 
quest of Cathay which had cost Willoughby ttnd 
Chancelor their lires. This expeditkn was organized 
by the Muscovy Company, being the liryt ot its appoint- 
ment since the voyage of 1556, in which iStepheu Bux* 
roughs had sailed along the northern coast of BasBiA, 
and passed between Nova Zembla and Vaigats, into 
the Sea of Kara. Pet and Jacknuin left Haj wich, ^vith 
two barlvs, one of forty the other of twenty tons' 
burthen. At Wardhus in Lapland, they parted 'oonk* 
pany on the 24ih of June. Pet reached the upper pact 
of the more southern of the two Nova Zembla islands 
on the 4th of July, and then, sailing downwards, tried 
to enter the straits £9und by Burroughs. iFatliDg 
therein, he followed the ooast of Bussia aod'diseomMdy 
on the 17th of the toonth, the channel between it and 
Yaigats, henceforth known as Pet's Straits. Thus he 
entered the 8ea of Kara, and after vainly Mtemptiiig 
to proceed fother westwards thnnigii tiie pack of - ioe^ 
fell in with Jackman, who had made a passage into 
the same waters by way of Burroughs' Straits. The 
partners met on the 24th of July and made another 
effort to continue their voyage to China. Winds 
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M bad in ^eirty/* sajB tliB dhmmidler, bat ioe and 

fbgs mnch ao^inst our will, if it had ])leased the Lord 
God otherwise." For nearly three weeks they were 
locked in the ice, and then, abandoning the work, turned 
baok to YaigatB,; irhich they reached «on' the 16th of 
August. Th^re* and along the Bmsian ooast the ap- 
proach of winter bringing fresh stores of ice, caused 
many fresh delays. Pet amTed in England on the 
of Deeember. Jackman mntered in Norway and 
died on has vmy home in the fallowing spring.* 

The expedition added very little to geographical 
knowledge, and its failure inereaeed the reasonable 
diBtfoat that was giowiiig in nearly all men's minds 
with leferanoe to the project of a notth-^tem pfi>isage 
to Cathay. There was quite as much reason for doubt 
as to the possibility of safely reaching the same diatriot 
by a northnwesteni foote. But bese^ at any rate, was 
move voom ftnr enterprising searoih, and neither active 
seamen nor stay-at-lioiuo adventurers were long de- 
terred iiom it by the disastrous incidents of Frobisher s 
tfaasd voyage. While the voyage in wiiich it had been 
intended that Probisfaer should make a fourth attempt 
was diverted from its origiual purpose and turned 
into a piratical attack upou the S|)anish possessions in 
the sontheim seas^ and while Frobisher himself was in 
disrepate by reasob joi the bniBtmg of his golden bubble, 
schemes for carrvins: on the work to which he had 
devoted himself were as ri£ia as ever. 

♦ British Miselm IHSS., Cotton^ Otho K., viii., lok. U7 — 77, and a 
ahorter acooimt in Uaklcyt, vol. i., pp. 445--490b 
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The first man ol n^te who tridd to biu^; them to in 
issue was Adrian Gilbert, a younger broiher of Sir 

Humphrey Gilbert. In 1583 lio petitioned Queen 
Elizabeth for permission to louiid a new company to be 
called The GoUegiate oi the FeUowsbip oC JN^ew Kayi^ 
gation% AtlaiitiealandSeptentrioiial,'' whieh, with poweis 

tu 1 ravel and settle in any hitherto unoccupied parts, 
was in the first instance to devote itaeli' to the searoh and 
disooTOij of the aoithnifveft passage. to China. Thati 
request was partly acoeded to in letters patent which 
were isisueil to iVdriun (iilbert, on the Cth of February, 
1584. By them a " ^Fellowship for the Discovery of 
the J^orth<-Weet Paasage" waa authotisedy piovidied 
that a sufficient numbw of soeh advientuters tm should 
venture their money and not their names " could be» 
brought together ; and as chief m^magers of the 
enterprise were named Adrian Gilbert* Walter Baleighy 
and John Darisy vfiho, were " to be custom free £ot 
their proj^er goods, which during the space of sixty 
years tin y should bring irom those lands to be di^ 
covered."* 

It is probable that: Adrian Gilbert hiznself was cm 

more ready to venture his name than his money; 
and ilaleigli was sufliciently occupied with his Virginian 
colony. Therefore the pretentious JB'ellowship of New 
Navigations Atlantical end .Septentrioiial " came to 

nothing. But John Davis was in earnest, and being 
deserted by his irieuds at Gourt» he ibiuxd iriends in the 

♦ Il£cX)iiD Of FiCE MSS., DomettiCj Addeuda ; Hi'ti, vol. cxxx., No. 20 ; 
Haklott, toL iii, pp. 96— Sa 
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who enabled bim, in 1585^ to set out on a new 
Cathayan search. 

Of his previous history we know nothing, save that 
he was known to be ^ a man very well grounded in the 
art of navigation and of the steps by which his employ- 
ment in this special work of navigation was bronglit 
about we know very little. He tells us himself that he 
had an excellent patron in Sir Francis Walsingham. 
But his chief supporter was a London merchant named 
William Sanderson, ** who was so forward therein that, 
besides liis travail, whieli was not small, he became the 
greatest adventurer with his purse/* With him were 
asBoeiated several other merchants of London and the 
west (A England, and especial care seems to have been 
taken in fitting out the expedition with suitable provi- 
sbns and trustworthj men. 

Two bai^ the SunMne, of 50 tons' burthen, and 
the Moonshine, of 35 tons, left Dartmouth on the 
7th of June. In the SmsMne were Captain Davis and 
seventeen officers and sailors^ besides four musicians, and 
John Jane, a merchant, who went as Sanderson's deputy, 
and who has written the history of the voyage * In the 
Moomkme were Captain William Bruton, and eighteen 
others. Bad winds and weather caused three short 
delays, and the vessels had to put in once at Falmouth 
and twice by the 8cilly Islands. They fairly left the 
English coast on the 28th of June and sailed on, amid 
frequentstorms and fogs, for two-and-twenty days without 

• Haklutt, vol. iii., pp. 98 — 103. There is also a brief memoir of the 
voyage by Davis himself, in Ua&luyt, vol. iii., p. 119. 
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seeing land. They saw, howeyer, plenty of porpoises 
and whales. The porpoises Bayis tried hard to cap- 
ture liarpoons, with pikes, and with a boat-Look. 
Some were wounded, but only one, which they called a 
«darlie head/' could he brought on board. It was 
cooked and did eat as sweet as any mutton.** The 
wliales they did not attempt to catch or trouble. 

On the lUth of July they were becalmed off the coast 
of Greenland, which a fog hindered tibem &om seeing, 
though they heard ^ a mighty great roaring of the sea, 
as if it bad been the breacli of some shore.'* On the 
20th, after sailing further northward, tliey passed out of 
the fog and beheld the shore. The land," said Davis, 
*^ was yery liigli and full of mighty mountains, all ooyered 
with snow ; no view of wood, grass, or earth to be seen, 
and the shore two leagues off into the sea so lull of ice as 
that no shipping could by any means come near the same. 
The loathsome view of the shore and irksome noise of 
the ice was such that it bred strange conceits among us, 
80 that we supposed the place to be waste aud void of 
any sensible or yegetable creatures." "It seemed,'* we 
are also told, *' to be the true pattern of desolation 
and therefore Da\ is fitly named it the Land of Desola- 
tion. This was not the modern Cape Desolation, but 
the south-eastern part of Greenland, now called Cape 
Discord, — another apt^name by reason of the contrary 
currents with which its coast is vexed. 

Davis turned southwards and passed round Cape 
Farewell on the 25th of July, whence, after yainly try- 
ing to land, he directed his course towards the north* 
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west^ in good hope that thus he should sail on to Cathay. 
On the 29th, after having lost sight of Greenland for 

four days, he was tempted by tlie absence of ice to ap- ' 
proach the shore again, and was able to make an easy 
landing upon one or two of the small islaods in the 
sonth-westem bay to which he gaye the name of Gilbert's 
Sound. Tliey wuro " green and pleasant isles/' but the 
mainland was still covered with great quantities of snow. 
In this bay the travellers rested and rei'reshed them- 
selves. They also made some acqnaintanoe with the 
natives. The people of the country," says Davis, 
** having espied our ships, came down unto us in tlieir 
canoes, and, holding ap their right hand to the sun and 
crying lliaofU, would strike their breasts. We doing 
the like, the people came aboard our ships, in on of good 
stature, unbearded, small eyed, and of tractable condi- 
tions." ** 1 shook hands with one of them/' we read in 
Jane's fuller record, ** and he kissed my hand, and we 
were very familiar with them. We were in so great 
credit with them upon this simple acquaintance that we 
oould have anything they had. We bought five canoes 
of them. We bought the clothes from their backs, which 
were all made of seals' skins and birds' skins, their bus- 
kins, their hose, their gloves, all being commonly sewed, 
and well dressed ; so that we were fiilly persuaded that 
ihey have divers artificers among them. We had a pair 
of line buskins of tliem, full of fine wool like beaver. 
We had of their darts and oars, and found that they 
would by no means displease us, but would give us 
whatsoever we asked of them, and would be satisfied 
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with whatsoever we gare tliem^ T^ej took gjreat caj^ 
of one another, for, when we bought their boats, then 

tw'O others would come and cairv him awnv hetween 
Ihem that had sold hi&- 'i hcy are a very tractable, 
people, Toid of craft or double dealii^, and easy to ba 
brought to any civility and goed order ; but we judge 
them to be idolaters and to worship sun." It was 
always a wonder. to European travellers in those days 
that the simple people wh(^ they visited did not sbfu^e. 
with them the complicated system of theology that bad 
been developed by long centuries of niystiei.sm uiid 
scholasticism out of the oriental: iaucies and t]|;aditioi^ 
on which it had been founded. ... , . 

These Greenlanders by signs gaye Davia to unde^ 
stand that there was a p^eat and open sea to tlie north- 
west^ and he renewed hi^ voyage in. search of it on the 
1st of August But the search waa very soon abandonedr 
for that year* He entered 'the broad channel which, 
is named after him Davis's Straits, and, sailing ri<xht 
across it in a northerly direction, on the Gtli of August 
reaehed its opposite shqre in ^ty-six and a half deg^wes 
of latitude* We ranchored/' says the chronicler, in a 
very fair road under a brave mount, the eliJfts whereof 
were as orient as gold." The mountain they called 
Mount Baleighf The bay which led up to it they 
named Exeter Sound; to its northern and southern 
shores were given the titles of Dyer's Cape and Cape 
Walsingham. So soon as we were come to an anchor 
under Mount Baleigh," says Jane, we espied four white 
bears at the foot of the mount. Supposing them to be 
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goats or wolves, we manned oar boats and went towards 
them ; but when we came near the shore, we found them 
as be white beois bf a'mmi^trotis bigness. Then we beiiig 
deaitous of tictitals ftnd the' sport, began to ateail 
tbeitt, and, 1 being on land, one of thorn came down the 
hill right against me. My piece was charged w ith hail 
shot and a bullet^ which I discharged and shot him in 
the neck. He roared a little andiook the water straight; 
making small account of his hurt. Then we followed 
him with our boat, and killed him with boar-spears ; and 
two mor^ that night*' Next day ^Its slain another bear. 
'^'Wben we came np tohim h<elar lUt asleep. I lerelled 
at liis head, and the stone of my piece gave no fire. 
With that he looked up, and laid down liis head again. 
l%en I shot, heing charged with two bullets, and stmck 
him on the head. He, being but amazed, fell backwards. 
Whereupon we ran all upon him with boar-s[ tears, and 
thrust him in the body. Yet, for all that, he gripped 
away onr boat-speare^ axid wenttoWards th^ water. Then 
he came back again, and our master shot his boar-spear 
and struck him in the head, and made llim take the 
water and swim into a cove fast by, where we killed him 
and brought him aboard. The breadth of his fore foot, 
&om one side to ttie other) was fourteen inches.*' ' 

Bears and a raven were all the inluibiluiitb that the 
voyagers saw in their new halting-place. They found 
no signs of human Bf^ no wood or gniss or eartli, nothing 
but a mass of rock, which, they said, was ''the bravest 
stone that ever tiiey saw," with here and there a flower 
like a primrose blossoming in the midst of barrenness. 
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Hero tbey d6tild> n^M'i^, dnd the^ likd ito Me pllkd^'ib 

which to leave their ships if they had wished to search 
inland. Some of the sailors, moreover, l )egan to grumble 
at stiialliieaB of their rations, and the stote of fobd 
was gfettftig scanty. « TMerefovfe,'* says' Davfe, 

fii'lerinp: tlie year was spent, and not knowing the lengtTi 
of the strait and the dangers thereof, we took it onr 
best ckmtse to r^tohi' Wifch notice df onr go6d saccess iik 
this smatt^tim^ bf 6^i«tteh>" 

■ The sncccss had really been good. Davis had, for 
the fn <t time, explored the southern coast of Greenland 
0t Desolation, hiad jttoired the existence of the 
channel' known as Davis's Straits, and h&d visfted 

eastern side of Cumberland Island, very near to the most 
northern limit of old John Cabot's voyage, and at the 
narrowest part of the Straits, which were there 'lUeieirlj^ 
two hundred wiles' broad. ' . ■ . i . 

He turned homewards on the 9th of Aumist. After 
coasting Cumberland Island for two days, he reached 
its southern corner; which lie called the Cape of Grod's 
Mercy. A A>rtiifgh¥ was spent in Tifidting some small 
islands in its neighbourhood and exploring the entrance 
to Cumberland Sound in which they were situated. The 
discovery of these ' straits, while giving great delight to 
Davis; caused Iiim sonCie ccmfosion. He fliouglit that 
here, too, was a pas.sago to the Indies, and he had some 
difficulty in giving up a plan for next year attempting 
to sail through them instead of following the course he 
had previously marked out But the season was too tea 
advanced for him to attempt any new work then ; and, 
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t^er^fore, he left OumbBrlaQd tSonmd.aind its ifilfuideoii 

the 2f)tlL of August. On the 10th of September he 
reaql^efl the Land of Pesolatiou, wUeJi'e he was prevented 
^B(L ^Ql;ipTipg.]l^]r,9i yiolQ^i Btoi;in aod the fcg tliat sue- 
c^ed it. ,In tbat stocm the Moomhin$ disappeared 
and was given up for lost. It was recovered on the 
loth and mis^pd,ag|Mi^ the 27th. Both Sumhine and 
Mixm^ine, however, isafi^y reached Xtar^mouth on the 
dOth of September, within two hours of one anothor. 

The light thrown Ly them up:>n an important section 
of the Arctic .world, and the excellqut way ia. which 
they had h^n cfimefi through tbeij; d^Df^rom voyaging, 
gave, such sati^fiEMstion to th^* merobantg who had sept 
them out that they at once resolved to prepare another 
expedition foj; the following year. . Jn, this many other 
merdiapits, .especsiaUy from JBzeter and. the. vest of 
England, and a few courtiers and statesQien^ foUowing 
the lead of Sir Fnuu-is Walsin^liam offered to talce 
parjb. The result wtis, that on the 7th of May, 15SG, 
Di^yis was ab^.to leave Ij^^rtwooth wijbh ibur vessels, a 
f^podly ship of 12i) tons' jburthfin, n^ed .the Mervtmif 
his old Sunshine and Moonshine^ and_ the North Star, a 
little pjuina,Qe of J 0 tuu^.* . 

Ba was n^ Iceli^id o^ the .7th. o£ asxd 
resolved tp divide his party. Gkntig \^ma^vr\t\itiie 
Mermaid and the Moonshine, in the direction of tia 
former voyage, he sent the Syai^iine^ and the North Star 

* Tlurc arc t\vo ncconnts of tin's expedition by Davi-s himself, ii» 
llAKLUYT, vol. iii., ri'- 108, ll'J, I'iO. In p^x 109. HO is alao u 
abort memoir of the exploita of tU© iSuiiahine^ by Htsnry Morgan. 
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to explore Iceland and the eastern side of Greenland, 
and to see if there was any hope of a direct northern 

passage to Cathay. This mission was not very success- 
ful. Eicliard Pope, who had charge of it, sailed round 
the southern and western sides of Iceland^ and, landing 
on its North Cape, had some intercourse with its people. 
" Their dwelliug-houses," we are told, " were made on 
both sides with stones and wood laid over them, which 
was covered orer with torfii of earth, and they are flat 
on the tops. Their boats were made of wood and iron 
all along the keel, like our Euglish boats ; and they had 
nails for to nail them withal, and fish-hooks and other 
things for to catch fish, as we hare in England. They 
haye also brazen kettles, and girdles and purses made 
of leather, and knops on them of copper, and hatchets, 
and other small tools as necessary, as we have." Off 
Iceland Pope met an English fishing-yessel and two 
others, and then he crossed over to Greenland, reaching 
it on the 7th of July. " It was very high and looked 
T6iy blue,'' but a firm block of ice prevented him ^m 
landing. Then ooastmg southwards and passings on the 
17th of July, the part of Desolation Land which Davis 
had visited in 1585, he cleared Cape Farewell on the 
last day of the month. Thence he proceeded to Oil- 
berths Sound, there, according to his orders, to wait for 
Davis's return and to tell how very little he had done 
in the way of Arctic voyaging. He waited for a month, 
which he and his people were satisfied to spend in dia- 
covering the corpses of three Gieenlanders, in firing 
upon some who were alive, and once or twice in playing 
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football with them after a fbshion of their own, the wit 
and merit of which comsidtM-iil tripping up the natives 

as they ran after the ball. "Thns much," says the 
complacent historian of the uudertaking, "of that whieli 
•we did fiee and do in tiu^ ' harbotU' where we i^Ted 

•* A little more they saw and did. Tired of \vaitin<2: for 
Davis, they resolved to make their own way back to 
Ibgland. Firsts however, th^y •'worked lip a quarrel 
•wHh the iiatives, and, ha^ng captntidd three of theln on 
•tiiipboard, indulged in a little butchery. " Two of tlieni 
were hurt with arrows in the breasts^ and one was shot 
with an^ iirrow/aiid hurt ^h'a<B#<MFd a^d beaten with 
staves/*' After thai 'it* was 'a matter' oi surprise to them 
that the Gi( ciilaiiders refused to have any more inter- 
course witli their civilised and Christian visitors. The 
Su^nthme and the North Star sailed' homewatds on the 
31st of Augnsti > The NMh Star was: wrecked on the 
3rd of September, and the Sunshine entered the Thames 
on the 0th of October. 

Davis rescbed-hdme before «hem; Rafter doing much 
woH^er wort. iHaving parted from Pope* on the 7th 
of June, he had gone as flirectly as bad weather would 
allow to Gilbert's Sound, meeting on the way a great 
iceb^ which he* mistook for an island, and being trou- 
bled all along by the great blocks of ice which the 
weak summer sun had not yet broken up, or had only 
so far broken up as to make them especially dangerous. 
He did not reach his intended halting-place till the 
29th of June, but then his honest heart had reward 

VOL. I. S 
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enough in the welcome given to him by his native 

friends. " The ships being within the sounds," he says, 
" we sent our boat to search for shoal water, where we 
might anchor, and, as the boats went sounding and 
searching, the people of the country, having espied them, 
came in their canoes towards them with many sliouts 
and cries. But after they had espied in the boat some 
of our company that were here the year before with us, 
they presently rowed to the boat and took hold on the 
oars, and hung about the boat with sucli comfortable 
joy as would require a long discourse to be uttered. 
They came with the boats to our ships, making signs 
that they knew all those that the year before had been 
with them. After I perceived tlieir joy and small fear 
of us, myself with the merchants and others of the com- 
pany went ashore, bearing with me twenty knives. I 
had no sooner landed but they leapt out of their canoes, 
and came running to me and the rest, and embraced us 
with many signs of hearty welcome. At this present 
there were eighteen of them, and to each of them I 
gave a knife. They offered skins to me for reward, but 
I made signs that they were not sold but given them 
of courtesy, and so dismissed them for that time, with 
signs that they should return again after certain hours." 
They did return in plenty, coming up in as many as a 
Imndred canoes, and bringing with them loads of skins 
and fish, fat l)oais and birds just killed, the best of 
everything they had, to offer to the white men who came 
to them as friends. 

Foul weather and a detjire to see more of the plea- 



Digitizea by Co^'v. 



is«6.] Friendly Iniereourse wUh (he Greenlanden, 259 

sant district which he had reached, in which, too, he 
thought of building a fort for winter residence, if that 

should seem necessaiy to the prosecution of his Arctic 
quest, caused Davis to spend a fortnight in Gilbert's 
Sound. Giving strict orders that during his absence no 
injury shotdd be done to the natives, and that no gun 
should be fired even in sport, he sent one of the boats 
to explore the coast in one direction and himself pro- 
ceeded in another. Within the wall of snow-capped 
rocks and mountains that lined the shore he found open 
and inviting country, with earth and grass, such as our 
moory and waste grounds of England are, " but he sought 
in vain for villages or any signs of settled life. Only a 
big grave was discovered, with many corpses in it^ and 
a movable covering oi" seal-skins. 

Wherever he went Davis reports that he was followed 
by a wondering aud respectful crowd of Greenlanders, 
" Tery diligent to attend them and to help them up the 
rocks and likewise down." " At len«2^th," he continues, 
" I was desirous to have our men leap with them, which 
was done ; but our men did overleap them. From leap- 
ing they went to wrestling. We found them strong and 
nimble, and to have skill in wrestling, fur they cast 
some of our men that were good wrestlers. They are 
of good stature^ in body well-proportioned, with small, 
slender hands and feet, with broad visages and small 
eyes, wi le inuutlis, great lips, close-toothed, and the 
most part unbearded. Their custom is, as often as they 
go from us, still at their return to make a new truce, 
in this sort ; holding his hand up to the sun, with a 
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loud Toice he crieth lliaout^ and striketh his breast, 
mih like signs. Being promised safety, he givetfa ciediti 

They arc idolaters, and liave images, great store, which 
they wear about them and in their boats, which we 
suppose they worship. They are witches^ and hftve 
many kinds of enehantments, which they often used, 
but to small purpose, thanks be to (^od. They eat all 
their meat raw ; they live most upon iish; they drink 
salt water and eat grass and ice with great delight. 
They are never out of the water save when dead sleep 
taketh them, and then under a warm rock, laying their 
boats upon the land^ they lie down to sleep." 

There were only two faults found in these simple 
people, &ult8 shared by all rude races, and only faults 
at all by reason of their ignorance of tlio ways of putting 
the same tendencies to decent use that come, or are 
supposed to oome^ with civilization. They were too in- 
quisitive and too acquisitiTe. Their wonder at the 
htraiige things that they saw induced miscliievous 
handling of them, and their desire to have for their own 
more than was given or sold to them caused them to 
try and steal what they could not obtain as presents or 
purchases, and, when this was objected to, pettishly to 
attempt to destroy them. " They are very simple in 
their convereation," says Davis, ''but marvellously 
thievish, especially of iron, which they have in great 
esteem.'* 

The unfoi-tunatc result was rapid growth of ill-feeling 
between the Greenlanders and their visitors while Davis 
was away on his little explorations. '*They cut away 
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the Moonshine's boat from her stern,** he tells ns ; ^ they 

cut our cables and our cloth where it lay to air, though 
we did carefully look to it ; they stole our oars, a caliver, 
a boat, a spear, a 8word» with divers other things, which 
so grieved the company that they desired me to dis- 
solve this new friendship.'* Good and honest Davis was 
very loth to do this, or to punish the natives for offences 
that in them were hardly culpable. As he told his 
grumbling sailors, the Greenlanders could not be ex- 
pected in so short a time " to know their evils." He 
tried, first, to frighten without hurting them by firing 
into the air, whereat they all' ran away. " Within ten 
hours," he says, they returned and entreated a peace, 
which being granted they brought us soal-slvins and 
saLmon-peal ; but, when they saw iron, they could not 
forbear stealing, which when I perceived, I commanded 
that in no case they should be any more hardly used, 
but that our own people should be more vigilant to 
keep their things.** 

In his kindly efforts Davis only half succeeded. On 
the 7th of July he went off on another little boat- 
journey. " On the 9th," lie says, " wo rctumod to our 
ships, where our mariners complained licavily against 
the people, that they had stolen an anchor from us, had 
cat one of our cables yery dangerously, and spared not 
to fling stones at us of half a pound's weiprht. The 
next day I went ashore and used them with much 
courtesy, and when I returned they followed me on 
board, whom I used kindly, and let them depart ; but 
as soon as sun was set they began to practise their 
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doTilish nature, and with dings threw stones very fiercely 

iuto the Moonsldne and knocked down the boatswain. 
Whereupon we pursued them with our boats and shot 
at them, hut they rowed so swiftly that we could not 
reach them. On the 11th five of them came to make a 
new truce. The master acquainted me with their 
comini^; and desired they might be kept prisoners until 
we had our anchor again, and when he saw the chief 
ringleader and master of mischief was one of the fiye^ 
lie was very urjicnt tu have him seized. So it was de- 
termined to take him. He came crying llictout, and, 
Striking his breast, offered a pair of gloves to sell. The 
master offered him a knife for them. So two of them 
came to u.s : one we dismissed, but the other was soon 
made captive among us." Davis made signs to him 
that he should be released as soon as the anchor was 
returned. That was soon done ; but Davis broke his 
promise, the only piece of treachery or unkindness that 
can be charged against him through all the period of 
his Arctic voyaging. He held his prisoner and took 
him to sea with him. One of his companions, follow- 
ing our ship in his canoe," wc road in the charmingly 
quaint narrative, "talked with him and seemed to 
lament his condition. At last he aboard spake four or 
five words to the other, and clapped both his hands on 
his face. The other did the like, and so they parted. 
We used him welL After some time he became a plea- 
sant companion among u& I gave him a new suit of 
Meze of the English fashion, of which he was very 
fond. He trimmed up his darts and all his fishing-^ 



Digitizea by Go^.'-. 



15W.] The Fean of hia Crew. 263 

tools, and would make oakum and set his hand to the 

rope's-end." 

Davis left Gilbert's Sound on the lltli of July, three 
weeks beibie the arrival of the unworthy mariners of 
the 8unMne and the North Star. Some of his own 
mariners were not worth very much. Sailing westward 
the Mermaid and tlie Moonshine fell in, on the 17th, 
with an iceberg, so large and so curiously marked along 
its eclge with bays and capes that it was supposed to be 
an island wrapped in snow which hitherto had not been 
seen. The discovery tliat it was ice, and only a frag- 
ment of the vast pack of ice along which the voyage/s 
had slowly and painfully to work their way for a fort* 
night, amid fogs which changed the day into worse than 
night, and, fastening on the shrouds, ropes, and sails 
turned all into a frozen mass, filled most of them with 
despair. They loved and honoured their brave captain 
too much to turn mutinou^^ ; but though Davis saw that 
they did their work " very orderly and discreetly," they 
did it without heart. At length they gathered round 
him and openly declared their fears. They begged 
that he would show pity on their forlorn condition ; 
that, if he set no store on his own life, he would at any 
rate have some regard for theirs, and not, " through his 
orer-boJdness, leave their widows and fatherless children 
to give him bitter curses." 

hi that trouble Davis did the wis<ist thing that was 
possible to him. He pitied rather than blamed his 
&in1rliearted sailors. He did not choose to listen to 
their entreaties and go home with them ; but he saw 
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that if he forced them to accompany him, their unwil- 
ling attendance would only impede his movements* 

Tlierefore, turninp: eastward again and making for the 
nearest laud, which happened to be the coast of Green- 
land, in 66^ degrees of latitude, about five hundred 
miles to the north of Gilbert's Sound, he there re- 
arranged his crews and his provisions. • The bravest 
of his followers he collected, with a sufficiency of food 
and other furniture, in the little Moonshmef of 35 tons' 
burthen, determined in it to voyage on as Grod should 
direct him." The larger Mermaid he assigned to those 
who wished to go home. 

With those arrangements he was occupied between 
the 2nd and the 12th of August Even then, however, 
he found time for cultivating, in his characteristic w^ay, 
some friendship with the natives of this central part of 
Greenland. ''On one day/' he says in his diary, ''I 
went to the top of a hill, and, espying three canoes 
under a rock, went unto them. There w^erc in them 
skins, darts, and divers superstitious toys, whereof we 
diminished nothing; but left upon every boat a silk 
point, a bullet of lead, and a pin." Thereby the natives 
were encouraged to approach their visitors, and a small 
trade was carried on with them in skins and other 
articles. 

Leaving this shore on the 12th of August, and saving 
his little vessel from destruction by anchoring it to an 
iceberg throughout one night, Davis crossed over to 
Cumberland Island, and made his way into the Cumber- 
land Sound which he had desired to explore when he was 
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forced to return from bis former voyage. I followed 

the same eighty leagues," he says, " until I came amoug 
many islands, where the water did ebb and flow six 
^thorns upright^ and where there had been great trade 
of people to make train. But, by such things as there 
we found, we knew that they were not Christians of 
Europe that had followed that trade." Perhaps Davis, 
in his hasty observations overestimated the importance 
of this native commerce. 

He was not long in Cumberland Sound. In it he 
thought there was great hope of finding a passage to 
Cathay. But he wisely judged, as he had done the 
year before, that it was impossible to prolong the search 
for it so near the end of the brief summer season, and 
he saw that his little Moonshine, with no other vessel to 
take refuge in in case of mischance, was quite unequal 
to the work Therefore he turned back on the 20th of 
August, resolved to spend the next few weeks in ex- 
ploring the coast-line to the south. He passed Eio- 
bisher's Meta Incognita and Hudson's Straits, apparently 
filing to discern the importance of that great channel, 
if indued, amid the blocks of ice that hiiulercd him from 
entering it, he even perceived that it was a great 
channel, larger and more propitious than Cumberland 
Sound. He skirted the shores of Labrador and dis- 
covered Davis's Inlet, now usually called Esquimaux 
Bay, where bad weather caused him to take shelter 
between the 28th of August and the 1st of September. 
In that neighbourhood he saw bears and deer, as well 
as a great number of pheasants, partridges, wild ducks, 
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and oiiheT birds. Tet more plentiful was the fish. 

** We being nnprovided with fishing furniture," he says, 
^ with a long spike-nail made a hoolc and fastened the 
same to our sonnding-Iines. We took more than forty 
great cod, the fish swimming so abundantly thick about 
our bark as is incredible to be reported ; of which, with 
a small portion oi salt that we had, wc preserved 
some thirty couple or thereabouts." Then he con* 
finned his explorations down to what IB now known 
as Ivnctokf^ Inlet, in 54J degrees of latitude, which 
he thought might be another passage to the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Thus Davis was occupied till the 10th of September, 

when a sudden storm nearly took away his only anchor 
and did much damage to the Moonshine* He had 
already lost two of his men, who had been attacked by 
the natires of an island off Labrador, and he decided 
that, if he wiia to reach England at all, he must return 
at once. Accordingly he set sail on the 11th of 
September, and arrived at Dartmouth on the 1st or 2nd 
of October, having crossed the Atlantic in three weeks. 

Besides adding much to his discoveries along the 
coast of Greenland, he had thus, during his live months* 
absence, traced the western side of Davis's Straits from 
Cape Walsingham down to nearly the most southern 
parts of Labrador, following, with curious exactness, the 
track made by John Cabot eighty-nine yeai-s before. 
His employers^ however, were not satisfied with the 
report of his discoveries. They saw that Cathay was 
neaiiy as far oil' as ever, and the only circumstance that 
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pleased tbem in the whole voyage was the abundant 

lish-taking about two liundrcd jniles above the already 
much-frequented cod district of Newfoundland. The 
west-conntry merchants and sereral in London refused 
to be partners in another voyage in the direction of 
the Indies. Sanderson, still as zealous as ever, could 
only obtain subscriptions for the equipment of three 
yesselsy the iSwuhine, the Mwabdk, and the Hden^ on 
the understanding that two of them were to go no 
further tlian Labrador, and there to be applied in cod- 
fishing, while Davis continued his Arctic researches in 
the third. It was hoped that the cod brought home 
would pay for the doubtful voyaging towards Cathay. 

The vessels left Dartmouth on the 19th of May, 
1587.* Davis took them in the direction of Gilbert's 
Sound, intending thence to send the two fishing-vessels 
across to Labrador and himself to go northwards. Even 
Gilbert's Sound was too northern a part for the timorous 
dispositions of many of his sailors. On the 12th of 
June,^when the Sound was almost in sights there were 
threats of a mutiny on board tiie SwuMney and Davis 
could hardly persuade the crews to keep together for a 
few days longer. His old halting-place was safely 
reached, however, on the 16th of June, and there the 
ships waited tOl the 21st, while the stores were divided 
and other arrangements were made for the separation 
of the fishing and the exploring parties. 

* All my information touching this voyage is derived from Haklutt, 
?ol. iii., — c'.ntaining a toltTuLly full account by John Jane, in pp. Ill 
— IH ; Davi.s'8 own short memoir, 120, and a very precise log-book, 
alao by bim, pp. 115 — 118. 
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One chief work was the setting up of a pinnace which - 

had been brought out in pieces, and which Davis had 
hoped to find very useful in the prosecution of his 
search. This was spoiled by the Greenlanders, whose 
thieving and mischieyous propensities had given tronble 
enough in July, 1586, and who had been made very 
much more troublesome by the evil treatment to which 
they had been subjected in the following Angost No 
sooner had the pinnace been pnt together on the shore 
of a little island, than they took advantage of the night- 
time and pulled it to pieces again, took all the nails 
out of the wood, and stole every bit of iron they could 
lay hands on. Detected in the act, they very deftly 
turned the broken boat into a barricade, and so saved 
themselves from punishment. Orders were given that 
they should be fired at^ but the gunners, out of regard 
for the pinnace, and, as they said, also in pity for the 
natives, |)nt no shot with their powder. The Green- 
landers were frightened a^^'ay by the smoke, and all the 
pieces of iron that they could not carry off as they ran 
down to their canoes were recovered along with the 
wooehvork. JUit iso niucli harm was done to the pinnace 
that, when put together again, Davis found it useless 
for his purpose, and had to convert it into a clumsy and 
not very safe fishing^boat for the EHzabeOk 

That done, the fishing party was despatched from 
Gilbert's Sound on the 2J8t of June. In the vessd 
assigned to him — ^we are not told which of the three— 
Davis proceeded on his work. Many of his comrades 
were out of heart, even at the time of starting. They 
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asked to be taken home, or at any rate no further than 

Labrador. But Davis, savs one of them, " by whom we 
all were governed, determined rather to end his life 
with credit than to zetom with injury and disgrace, and 
so, being all agreed, we proposed to live and die to- 
gether, and committed ourselves to the sliip." 

The first part of the voyage was without much periL 
* Coasting the western side of Greenland, Davis was met 
by successiye parties of natives, who came out to him in 
their canoes, and bartered their rude commodities for 
whatever the English were willing to give them, " For a 
knife, a nail, or a bracelet,*' we read, ''they would sell 
their boats, their coats, and everything they had, 
although they were far from the shore." One " unicorn's 
horn," as it was considered, was exchanged for a knife^ 
and with a iew trinkets were bought a great number of 
skins, which proved very serviceable to the English in 
their cold journeying. 

On the 24th of June, when he was opposite to Cape 
Walsingham, and wh^n he was really in the narrowest 
part of the straits, though then nearly two hundred 
miles broad, Davis saw a great iceberg with deceptive 
show of mountains, cliffs, and bays, and fancied that it 
was part of Cumberland Island. '' When I saw iha 
land of both sides," he says, '^I began to distrust it 
would prove but a gulf." Liit he sailed on, and soon, 
passing the iceberg and passing out of his straits, 
entered the wider channel into the Polar Sea, which is 
known as Baffin's Bay. 

On the oUth of June he was in 72 degrees of latitude, 
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two handred and fifty miles further north than any 

previous Arctic voyager had reached, lie was near the 
modem Dauish settlement of Uparuavik, and to the 
little promontory which he discsoyered he gave the 
name of Sanderson's Hope. The peo[)le came ont in 
their canoes to meet liirn, sometime s as many as a 
hundred at once, and gladly sold to him a good store of 
dried fish and fleshy and some freshly-killed birds as 
welL He made no stay among Ihem, as his eager eyes, 
looking northwards, discerned " no ice, but a great sea, 
free, large, very salt^ and very blue,*' tlirougb which, he 
said, ''it seemed most manifest that the passage was 
free and without impediment towards the north." 

There was |)lenty of impediment. On the same day 
a dense fog arose, precursor of the rush of icebergs that 
the summer sun and a north wind just set in were 
driving down the channel. On the 1st of July Dayis 
found his course blocked up by a great island of ice, 
and passing round that, he fell in with another and 
another. The whole sea was full of icebergs, large and 
small, through which he yainly tried to work his 
way during nearly a fortnight. Sailing first in one 
direction and then in another, he could do nothing but 
save his little bark from destruction, and made no 
progress at all. On the 13th of July he was again near 
Sanderson's Hope. The natives came out to meet him 
as they had done before, pointing to the shore," we 
read, as though they would show us some great 
friendship ; but we, little regarding their conrtesy, gave 
them a gentle farewell, and so departed.'* Goud-heaited 
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Davis was afraid that further intimacy would lead, as it 
had done in Gilbert's Sound, to quarrelling and mutual 
injury. He preferred the perilous sea^ and made a 
fresh attempt to pursue liis northern voyage. The ice, 
however, growing every day more plentiful, formed an 
impenetrable barrier. Finding it impossible to go 
further north, he slowly worked his way westward, and, 
as the ice bore down to the south, he was forced to go 
with it* 

Thus driven, Davis found himself, on the 19th of 

July, in the neigiil uurhood of Mount Raleigh. He 
took shelter in Cumberland ^ound, and then, during 
three days, tried to make a passage through that 
smaller channel, which, in both his former voyages, had 
seemed to him as likely as Davis's Straits to lead on to 
Cathay. JJut Cumberland Sound was altogether frozen 
over, and six days were spent in ploughing back through 
the troubled waters which, in entering, had been tra- 
versed in three days. 

On one of these six days, the 25th of July, Davis 
landed on Cumberland Island. He saw some Esquimau 
dogs which were too fat to run. He also saw a number 
of graves, or mounds that looked like graves, and traces 
of visits paid by natives for the extracliun. of o\\. 
He was much astonished at tSae Ueat 
prevailed amid all the snow and ice. His three voyages 
had not made him familiar with the mysteries of Arctic 
climatology. 

Reaching the mouth of Cumberland Sound on the 
2901 of July, Davis wisely concluded that it was not 
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pofiflible for him, in bis 'one litttd baric, lea&y from tiie' 
tiine of quitting Gilbert's Sound, and much damaged 
by recent battles with the ice, to attempt any further 
northern voyaging. Therefbrd be trav^UM sbittb idH^ 
tbe ioeib^rgct. On tbe' 30tb' be crdesed' tbe bntraiii-e 
Frobisber's Straits, and apfvroa^hed Warwick's Head-' 
land, whieli was the name given to Resolution Islaiid. 
On the 3 1st he passed Hudson's .Straits, wlterb, '!hi^ 
says,' ''to oar great admiration^ we sa^ the sea filing 
down into the c:ulf, with a ttiiofhty bverfaH abd rtoringl' 
and with divers circular motions like whirlpools, in su<^h 
sort as forcible streams pass through the arches of 
bridges." The comer of Labrador op^t^ t6 Betobi^ 
tion Island he called Cape Chidley, abd *tb^ce, oil the 
1st of August, a "frisking gale" helped him on his' 
southward voytige. On the 12th he touched at a 
place which he namM Darc/t Itod, and there' had 
some sport in hunting bears and deef atid barM, wbicfb" 
formed a timely addition to his scanty remnant of pro- 
visions. On the 13th his worn-out little ship struck a 
rock and was farfher disabled, fie had abeady passed 
the iK^ighbourhood in which be Expected to filid the two 
ships which, a couple of months before, had left him to 
go fishing on the coast of Labrador, with instructions to - 
await bis return from tbe north. These ships, however, 
had long before made thdr way back to England. It 
is not clear whether their crews, tired of voyaging even 
before they parted from Davis in June, ever went to 
Labrador at all. At any rate they were not there in 
August. By the 1 5th of the month, Davis had traversed 
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the whole coast and was almost within sight of New- 
ibnndland. Then/' he says, being forsaken and left 

in this distress, referring myself to the merciful provi- 
dence of God, I shaped my course for England, and, 
unhoped for of any, God alone relieying me, I amTed 
at Dartmonth.** That was on the 15th of September. 

Davis never went north ao^ain. The dav after his 
arrival, he sent a report of his expedition to Sanderson, 
and urged oontmuance of the search in a better vessel 
than the one in which he had been able to do so much. 
**The passage is most probable," lie said, "and tlie 
execution easy." Few people seem to have sliared 
this belief with him. " This Davis," they said, " hath 
been three times employed, why hath he not found the 
passage?* Therefore, in spite of the eounteiiaiice .still 
given to him by Sir Francis Waisingham and some 
others, he found it impossible to arouse interest enough 
for the appointment of a fourth voyage. 

For this want of interest in Aretie voyaging there 
was just tliien special reason in the demands made upon 
the energies of all patriotic Englishmen by the threat^ 
ened coming of the Spanish Armada. But when this 
great peril was safely overpast, and men were able to 
give their thoughts to other work, Davis still failed in 
gaining the support that he desired. In a memorial 
which he addressed to Walsingham, he repeated all 
the old arguments with a iww one to the effect that 
even in the case of failure in reacliing Cathay, England 
and Queen Elizabeth would gain by the employment in 
good naval work of **many of those busy and fiery 
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spirits 'that, by their factious stirtings at home, senred 
only to create confusion in Church and State." He 

represented that it must certainly be of gi*eat service to 
the nation to keep up a constant successiou of Arctic 
enterprises, as by them the northern regions would 
gradually be explored and probably colonized. If they 
were cold, ho had proved by lus, own experience that 
they were adapted for healthy residence ; and if they 
were barren, he had shown that they furnished, at any 
rate, some articles of '^Md^ i^t were sought for and 
held valuable. The fuis \Yhich he liad brought home, 
he said, yiel4€4 higher price thaA those obtidned^from 
Muscovy, «aiid wBfCi mpre. e^te^m^.slili' Ci»u]^n'I£i4die 
fashion of wearing them , at Court wererftirther^ncob- 
raged, he added, some fresh interejst might thus be roused 
in £ftFour. of tha voyaging |by wliich the]r.,werd Ui he 
procured,-^" For yipu know well, mp^ ln^nolQinUe 
sir, that it is a great seeriQt im policy to make tile '{lilies ' 
of the extravagant and the vanity of the ambitious con- 
tribute to the maintenance of industry, 90 that even the 
vicious and tjbe husy ma^y, of their. own:aooord» fhr&ish 
the rewards of labour and Tirfcue.*** 

But ail Davis's persuasions were of no avail, and after 
Sir Francis Walsingham's death, in 1590, he seems 
to have ceased from offering them. When his Honour 
died,*' he said, the voyage was friendless^ and men's 
minds alienated from adventuring therein."t Therefore 
he himself turned to other work. 

* Habrib, CoOeeUoin of Voffage$, voL ii. 
t Haxldiiv toI* P* 120. 
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With John Davis's thixd voyage the English search 
>ioT Gaftfaay'was blo^igM tO'ii ^ofie.' ' IllKtough the t^o 
•ifentbrieiPa&d aTiialf '(^»aiiillig,'frdm'Iii^day to 'Sir 'John 
•Franklin'S, the work of north-western discovery, in 
which he had better success than any of his forerunners, 
^afi^ continued; aVMl besideB it0 great services to gijo- 
'gmfkMH Mi^ee,' provided an -^io^llent school for 
"fikglish seamanship. But with that noble work the 
old fables about Gathay were no longer, or only to a 
tery gmM esMt; aasdciated. Iiarellers by land and 
'M% anitta]^iliakera and prudent tliinkers who stayed 
at home, had cumo to the conclusion that, though India 
atid the islands beyond it, from Java to Japan, were 
worth all thd pidns that voxM possibly be taken in 
explonng laad trading with then»; there was no snch 
• region of wonderful splendour and stupendous riches as 
Friar Bubruquis and Marco Polo and Friar Odoric 
had represented. Davis's successors, therefore, sought 
only to break through the icy baarriers of the Arctic Sea 
and find a passage to the real wealth of India. Entering 
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upon their work with less extravagant hopes, and with 
better knowledge. of (he dangers and difficulties incident 
to it, they were ]gtegwi fox; th^ disafpointm^nts thiit 
befell theipciy, imd satisfied with the oompmtively small 
results that, from generation to generation, attended 
the heroic work to which they d^vjot^ themselves. 

In the meanwhile, fo^ tboae; wbose^pnlj Qbje(^t .Vf^ tp 
seach the . Indjes. in th^ eaaiei^t w(iry», another lontp ivraa 
being opened up. The route was an old one. From • 
1408, when Vasco de Qama. first doubled tl^p Cape of 
Good Hope^.aud fusp^ thp. Jndjiaii .Qpean i^p \o 
Oalicat^ it ha4 bQen.folJpnred :njtb gro^ng jpljfresjlr.faxd 
profit by the fleets of Portugal. But through more 
than three qn^ters of a century the East Indies had 
been reserved aHvejsplsuffvejly ioz^qr^v^ef^ adventurers 
aa w^4^ Wee^Jpdi^ ifie hi^algoi? o£ Spain; :apd 
when, in 1580, Philip II. seisjed the throne of Portugal, 
both East and. West Indies became the conanion pro- 
perty of Spani^^s , aiid PprJ^oguese. While, ^gland 
was Gatholi(v it i^a^. sot iatfsr^ie with-^lihe pqpopoli^s 
which the sqoihem nations of Euippe held under sanc- 
tion of the Pope and for some time after Englishmen 
had learut. to disreg^d all papal interdiets, .they had 
not VATtl strength ^ough if) venture upon the. seaa in. 
which Portuguese and Spanish galleys protected the 
rich freights of Tortugueso and Spanish galleons coming . 
from the East. And . th^ ' West Indi^. At first, as we 
shall see in later d»aptac% they forced their way into 
the mid Atlantic Ocean, and began to wrest from Spain 
some of its West Indian treasures, and then, gaining 
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courage therein, tliey pressed on across the broad 
Pacific^ and came into collision with its forces in the 
East liidie^ ' Thus While F^bisfaet^ and others were 
attempting to reach the Indies by what was thonght to 
be the shortest passage, the same end was being at- 
tained» throtigh the longefst 'passage that conld possibly 
be tiiken, hf Duake atid hh fbUowers: ' ' 

India being once reached by Englishmen, they deter- 
mined to pursue their traffic with it; and the great 
triumph which British prowess,^ fitvoixred by 'An acci- 
denii, secilred^la' tUe oVeftbrdw bf =tbe Bpanidh Armada, 
made their new enterprise far easier than it cuuld 
otherwise have been, ^.tsi ■ 

But ond £ngliieihman, at any rate, had sailed round 
IJie Cape'bf Good Hope, ind thus m^e' ih^ toyage to 
India, long before the time of the Great Armada Fight. 
He was a native of Wiltshire, and a Jesuit missionary, 
Thomad'SteYens by'nam)9« hi Company with others of 
Ids oi^er, he left Lisbctaiin a' Portaguese ship on the 
4th of April, 1579. The setting forth from the port," 
he said, in a lively letter to his father, " I need not to 
tali how solemn. It is with trumpets and shooting of 
oirdnanoe. ' Ton may* eiasily imagine it^ considering that 
they go in the manner of war." OflF the coast of 
Africa the voyagers met an English ship, "very fair 
and great," that offered some fight, but was soon driy^ 
back by a broadside from the Portngnese galley, which 
after that met with no resistance, save from the ele- 
ments, during the rest of her six months' voyage. Near 
the equator she was becalmed for a long time. ** Some- 



Digiiizea by ^<j^i-.i<^ 



278 Krk V^ytt^en io ^ Boa Indie$. 



timoft,*' «Bid4Bf»t^ ''th^ dhip ataittdeth there alnleiV" 

by the space of m any days ; somethnes she goetH, ^^St""- 
in suck order that it if ere almost as good to stand- 

MVP • • • - • ' ^ : 

Iiythe Gkdf *(lf Oninea'Stevenft littd 'so&e auamfeuMttt** 

in watching the Medusa, or Portuguese man-of-war, aft- 
the sailors still call it. AloBg all that coast/' he says, ' 
^iP9olleii«uiw0 8Mra tbittg swimining li^^tb^ wivC^r 

comb standeth upon a tiling almost like the swimmet of • 
a fish ilk colour and bigness, and-beareth underneath^ in^^ 
the iralBr; steings^- 'wfakAi^'sam it finotti* iiiittiiigvoMr,^- 
He was- also delight^ #it^ tine M8f4)ii<<k "Miidb aiet tto' 
galley as it neared th(^ ( *apo of i Hope. " As good ' 
as three thousand- fowls Kd sundry kinds followed our 
sh^; some, of tfaem so -gveati that: their' wingsr heitig' 
opened from one point to the other, cbntidfi^^HlieMnfif' 
spans, as the mariners said ; — a marrellons thing to see 
how God provided so that in so wido a sea these f6wls 
aie ali-iMi akid :n0tfaing'«aAt(Sth>1li6!m:'^ • ^hm-w^-^ 
probably albatrosses:' Slelena* «iIdo «a#>*driArlcs, pilot 
fish, and sucking-:feh. ' There waited on our ship 
fishes as. long as a man. They catne to eat ^eh thisgiE/ 
as from ^ 'ship M' ihto the 06&, i^Akiing'tirtb 
themselves ; and if they fihd 'fmf ttiefeit-^ iii-t^e Jea;* 
they take it for theirs. These have ^^ aitillg on them 
six or seven ^mall fii^s, which never depart^ \ti1^' 
guards bine and green !ro«ind aliioiit l&eir^l^iii^ Ukft 
comely serving men ; aftd fliey go' two of tiM^e' beftn^ 
him, and some on every side. Moreover, they have 
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,tP^..t^Q. sueliiifi^pocfliiitids as ig^wi aboat. tbem* 
The mariners in times paist haye'reateH of *Uiem; but 
since tliey ba?e seen them eat men, their stomachs 
ablm .i|km> 'M]jire:7fkiljieile99i*^^.4iMw tth^ mpi.with 
gifpatf,bpQk8ftifiwd JdlliPf tbem 9Bvtnmy.,$B^thej eui9 
thinking that they have made a great revenge." 

Stevens tol<^ t his, i jathdC/ -iuon^ . about Uw. . .biirds and 
fiAf)f//tbi^,G«M»>ijA hjaiwy:>dmiig<bk» ;vd3r«ge than 
al^^, jijl^ people wl|ip]|&. 11(9' saw* att ita tenninatum, when 

he. reached Goa on the 2-1 tU ul" October. " The i)eoplo/* 
he^O^^, be tawflLy^ibut not disfigured iu their lips and 
Hft ^i}ioom,wjU09&cw\(3£ Sthlopdai^ ' Xbay tbat 
b^ .9ot■ 0f'repajba|^ot]»»<lOr '.atMkaBi•ibla. most part, 
naked, save an apron iOf a- span long; and tlius they 
thii^k* thems/^lv/ssiras wreU. eipthed as ve, with all 

-Stereaialivfiiii llB^ny yeara: in Jndia^'aad was able to 

be of goo^l service to four other EnglLsluutu, Fitch, 
Newberry,! Leodt^^, and 8t(jrey, who naade their way 
ovQi:|an4i^.(^. m^l^^ Thof were mx^ thither by 
the;JDr9Fant'.Ooiiipany, and bore tettora from Queen 
EUrobetii to the great Akbar and to the Emperor of 
Chipa. They Qojpkveyed some clptji and tin, a» sampVea 
of. £]igli8)>.cfQ«ipaen^ fitm Meppo- to Bagdad, i\veuce 
down the Tigtis to Onnuz, and so by aea to Goa, where 
they arrived near the end of the year, to find »t fre- 
quented by tr^dera from all parts — " ±'reuchnien, Flem- 
ings GeriDianiBiy fiungariaoA Italianfl^ Greeks* Arme- 
• Hajoittt, vol a. part iU pp. »— 101. 
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* nians, Nazftrenei^ Tvatks, Moorefy Jem Knd' dentSei^ 
Persims and Mnsoovites," people of every naiiou except 

En<rlaiKl, as Newberry roported. . , m 

These Englishmen, chiefly in coiifinqiieiUBe<ofitibeinide 
treatment which the Portaguese had *]atel{|r j%OB»rad 
from Sir PranoTS Drake, were roughly handled by die 
masters of the European colony. Father Stefvens and 
two other Jesuits, whom he intenasted.. on their, h^hail^ 
were their only proteetois. • Had it- taot ipleaseil ,€kio6J^. 
says Newberry, **to pnt into their minds to stand oor 
friends, we might have rotted in priaon." But,, with 
Stevens's help, they escaped with only a shiartieapiiTitjti 
and were able to extend thehr jooimoiy to meiiiyiiBlAnd 
parts of India, to Ceylon, ]\ralacca, and Pegu. Storey 
b<jcame a priest at Oon ; Leedes enteredtthe service of 
Akbar; Newberry died on- his wayholiM, in the* Pim^ 
jab; and Fitch travelled abont tiU 159if "mheioi hef 
returned to Enjrland to write a full accCTmt of his ad-^ 
ventures and observations, which had already, in brief 
reports, caused great stir in J&gland, and werei.doon ta 
enooumge much more extensive action on liie pBsrt^di 
his countrymen in the way of Indian trade and traveL 
" Who ever heard," said Bichard Hakluyt, " of Eng- 
lishmen at Goa before now?"* Not long >after<'that 
Englishmen were heard of very frequently, both und 
out of r4oa. ' I ' 

In Octobei*, 1589, a number of London merchants 
sought permission of Queen Elizabeth to send^ont thvee 
ships and two or three pinnaces on a voyage to Indiay 

* Haklctt, vol. ii., part i, pp. Ji45— 268. 
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. tlier^''lo' secfk eut 'tlie poHs bM 'fittedi iiw. trade >Jn 

English cloths and otlier wares, and' to lay tlie founda- 
tions of future trade.* The project was approved, and 
cftk the lOih of Apiil^- ihe FoMlqpe^ the-Merdumt 
B^gid, and' thb Mdward .iBunoftefitera i Mb Plymouth 
wftfe a view to its fulfilment. George Raymond was 
iaptain of the Feneloj)e, and leader of the expedition. 
AbiMdutm '£eiidal> had: ohai^ a£ the Mufthani Moffol, 
and James LefiioaBter, . tiie ablest' 

who seems to have had much practice in voyaging to 
the Spanish main ' and elsewhere,, was captain of the 
Edward- M&naaeniw^ » . u.-i- .-'it. 
' iAimoiith.-.sirfl8 eoonpied'in.'SlnHng^tfTCmEi Jfaiglaiid. to 
Cape Yerde Islands, and between the 13th of 3tay and 
tiie Ist of June the shiips were bacalined nea? ihe 
equalor.* ; In thai neighboiirhoodiihey oaptoBed a Por- 
tngosscf «arav^ wdl stored with wine, oil, olwes, and, 

accordinij: to the report of one of the voyagers, divers 
other necessaries fit for our voyage, which >were better 
to ns tbanr gold*" M thi^t .time^ howeyer, began the 
misibiipneft that atteadad the .expedition through 
neiirly all the rest of its course. Great tornadoes 
and ibad weather, ctf ajl sorts harassed the lleet, and 
piqdaeed nHwb sickness among ilS'Gxevs, The ships^ 
hoalead <tf prooeeding in a straight line to the Bouth of 
Africa, sailed in a curve past the coast of Brazil, and 
did not reach the Cape of Good Hope till the 28th of 
July. .These they wdxe troabled with oontrary winds 
and cnmntS) which, as well as the prevalence of scniYy 

* Bblce, AnnaU of the East India Companyt vol. i., p. 109. 



Digitiz 



282 Laneatier^s First Uad Indian Ese^iHon, ccbap.z. 

» 

and other dis^asetB among the sailan^ m^ade it neoeaiai^- 

that they should put in at Saldanha Bay. Tliiere they 
waited for six weeks. At first great difTjculty ysaa 
experienced in.ptoouring the fresh meat of wdiioh.the 
▼oyagers were sadly in need. They had to xsottlmt 
themselves with such shore-birds as thev could kill, 
with mussels an'l other shell-fish; but afterwards they 
had dealings with the ** blaok savages^ ^eiy hci^tiabb" 
who brought their cattle for sale, and gladly disposed 
of us liiany as the Englishmen required for very small 
payment The usual price of an ox was twp juuTOS^ 
and a large sheep waa valued at onat^- ^ 

Bnt this cheap food does, not eeem to hate been of' 
much service. Early in September Raymond had to 
send home tlie Merchant Moi^al with fifty invalids on 
board* The Penelope, with- a htmdred and one mtn^ 
and the Edward Benaveniuret with ninety-eeven, pro* 
ceeded on their voyage. The Cajxi of Good Hope was- 
safely passed ; but soon after that, on the 14th of Sep- 
tember, tkere arose a violent storm, by vhieh the Pette* 
hpe was wrecked, or at any rate parted from Lancaster's 
ship, never to be heard of afterwards. 

Thus Captain Lancaster and the crew of the Edward 
Bonavewtwre were left sole representatLyes of the goodly 
company sent ont from England five months before^ 
Tliey, too, were very nearly wrecked by another terrible 
storm which came upon them on the 18th of September. 
Four men were killed by lightning, and nearly all the 
others were jfiore or less injured. The mainmast of the 
Edward Bona/uenture was split and much other damage 
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was done. The mischief was sufficiently repairod, how- 
ever^ for Lancaster to make a passage along the south- 
Yvt98t^ni> «toakt >of> 'Africa and through Mozambiqtie 
CWi^y, des^ililffg* %\s^ cfr fonr loiidMilildiiig'vedd^lft 
of their very serviceable cargoes of provisions on his 
way up to Comoro Inland. Halting there be found it 
^efitiMdUng Ml 6f peopk of i^mf colddr and good 
stalb^^Mt'tery ti^dOcherolift and dfligesttly to be taken 
heed of.'* The treachery does not seem to have been 
exhibited until it was provoked by the bad conduct of 
the Mo^ifik Sixteen of the eiew of the Edwwrd Bono^ 
veniure went on shore on thra^ serparate oecasions, were 
well tre^tted by the natives, and provided with the fresh 
water which they were specially sent to obtain. After 
that, WiUiamvMaca^ the master of ^e Tesael, and thirty 
otben, nwch agaikistXaneaster's wishes, orowded into the 
only boat tliat they had and again went on shore. Their 
object .>vas only idle curiosity, and they gave such 
ofifencet.toithB .people of the island that they were all 
of thcfan>aiiirdered within sight of their oomradesy who, 
having no other boat, were unable to go to their assist- 
ance. 

> Leainng Comoro^ Lancaster and his scanty crew pro* 
oeeded to Zansabar, which they reached near the end 

of Novijmber. There they rested for nearly three 
months. They strengthened their shattered vessel, 
built a new boat^ and did all else that was possible to- 
wards preparing for further Toyaging towards India. 

They j)rudently kept aloof from the Portuiriiese, who 
had a small factory in Zanzibar^ and made Mends of 
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the natives, who, like all the other people of those 
parts, are called Moors by the chronicler of the expe- 
dition. " The Moors," he says, informed ns of the 
false and spiteful dealing of the Portuguese towards ub, 
which made them believe that we were cruel [)eople 
and men-eaters, and wished them, if they loved their 
safety, in no case to oome near us.** Captain Lancaster 
produced a better impression, and, in the course of his 
friendly intercourse with the people, received from them 
good supplies of food before parting with them on the 
15th of February, 1592. Even the Portuguese looked 
upon him, from a distance, with some respect Just 
before he set sail they sent a negro to nsk him for 
some wine, oil, and gunpowder, of whicii they stood in 
need. Lancaster gave them what they asked for, but 
kept the negro, who, being well acquainted with the 
Portuguese settlements, and a fair linguist to boot, 
proved a very useful servant during the next nine or 
ten months. 

♦ 

> In those nine or ten months Lancaster met with a 

wonderful combination of troubles and good fortune. 
He intended to sail direct, to Cape Comorin, and there, 
or among the Maldive Mands^ to lie in wait for passing 
Tessels laden with Portuguese or Spanish treasures, on 
which he might with advantage exercise his privateer- 
ing skill. Contrary winds and currents, however, drove 
him much fs^rther north than he had planned, and he 
therefore first visited Socotra, where, says the historian, 
** we never wanted abundance of dolphins, bonitoes, and 
fiying-^h." Cape Comorin was doubled in May, and 
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then Lancaster deemed it advisable to sail on at once 
through the Straits of Malacca into the China Sea. 
He anchored off Pulo Fanjang early ia June, and there 
the dckness of his men, too few when they were well 
properly to navigate the vessel, caused him to lie idle 
for jmore than two months. At the end of August he 
found that in Pulo Panjaog ^ the refreshing was very 
small.'* Scanty food and bad dimate had killed twenty- 
six of the men who had escaped with him from Cape 
storms and the murderous purpose of the natives of 
Comoro. Only thirty-three men and a boy were .left» 
and of these eleven were invalids, and no more than 
seven or eight were efticient sailors. 

Even with this small crew, however, Lancaster was 
able, in the Straits of Malacca, to attack three little 
Portuguese ships, conveying pepper and other articles 
to Pegu, and to capture one of them. Another Pegu 
ship was also captured a few days afterwards, but, its 
caigo being of slight value, it was released. The food 
taken in the first prize proved very serviceable to the 
weary and half-starved men of the Edward Bonaventure. 
At the end of ten days they were all described as 
^ lusty," and Lancaster was able, as he passed through 
the Straits of Malacca, to seize two other Portuguese 
vessels, well stored with spices, rice, and other commo- 
dities, useful either for consumption or for sale. He 
stayed at Malacca till the 1st of October, on which day 
he captured a far more valuable prize than any of the 
previous ones. This was a great galleon, of 700 tons 
burthen, Jaden with wine, brassi haberdashery wares. 
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and the like, newly broaght &om Portugal Spain. 
The crew of this vessel all escaped in boats as sdoa as 

it \Nas ca})tured, and it was tlierefore left to founder at 
sea after the most valuable part of its cargo had heea 
transferred to the Edward .0bfulM^6L • < 'Laii^aifter 
prondly eraised about ontil the 3rd of December, when 
he reached the eastern side of Ceylon, and proceeded 
to Point de Galle, there intending to lie im wai^-lkir 
other prizes. • • "* ' ' * 

At Fbint de Galle his exploits in the EM> Inaian 
waters came to a close. Lancaster himself, though so 
ill that he seemed " more like to die than- to live," was 
willing to carry on the privateering <wprk 'throng 
another year. Bat his crew were tired of i^ • They bad 
already been twenty months absent from England, aiid 
of the three hundred men or so who had started on the 
voyage only about a tenth part remained. Theyreftised 
to oontinne it any longer than conld be helped)>'and 
insisted upon beinp: taken home. Lancaster was forced 
to comply with their request, and therefore, on the 8th of 
December, he started for the Cape of Good Hope, whioh, 
after four or five weeks* waiting in Algoa Bay, was 
doubled about the middle of February, 1593. At 
Saint Helena the voyagers halted on the 3rd of April, 
and enjoyed its frnits and game during nineteen days. 
There they found one of the men who had been ordered 
homo in the Merchani Jloijal, and who, left by some 
accident on the island, had been leading a Hobinson 
Crusoe life for a year and a hal£ ''At our coming" 
says one of the chroniclers^ ^ we found him as fresh in 
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coloiir and in es good plight of body to our seeming us 
might be, but crazed in mind and half ont of bis wits, 

as afterwards we perceived ; for whether he were put 
in fright of us, not knowing at &»t wiiat we were, 
whether Mends w^^im, or of sudden joy when he un- 
derstood we were his old oonsorts and eountrpnen, he 
became idle-hea<led, and for eight days' space neither 
night nor day took any natural rest, and so at length 
died for lack of sleep." 

From Saint Helena Laneaster attempted to sail direct 
lor Enghmd. But his ship was becalmed for five weeks 
a littla to the north of the equator, and thereby the old 
mutinoua spirit of the crew was aroused. At starting 
each man had reoeiyed his allowance of proyisiouB for 
the homeward voyaf^e. Some, Avith feasting and drinking, 
nearly used up their allowance in the course of the five 
weeks, and their jealousy of their more prudent com- 
rades led to discontent among them all and gave great 
trouble to Lancaster. Judging it imj>ossible to go home 
with such a erew, and without fresh supplies of food, he 
detwmined to sail westward in the direction of Trini- 
dad, from which* he was not very far distant This he 
did, but missing Trinidad, he entered the Gulf of Paria 
and was there very nearly shipwrecked. For five 
months he and his discontented comrades, in their worn- 
out yessel, wandmd about in the Caribbean Sea and 
among the West Indian islands. Tliey dared not seek 
help from the Spaniards, and could barely pick up food 
enough to keep them alive from day to day. At length, 
on the 2(Hh of November, they landed at the little 
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islan-1 of Mona, between San Domingo wid, Porto Bioo. 
There they had proyioiisly been loudly eiitertaiJoed» and 
they hoped now to obtain food enough to last them on 
their homeward voyage. Lancaster and eighteen men, 
all but the six ox eight who were needed to iook.alW 
the yewel, spent a few days in the forlorn 3e»rdv> 
Having brought together all the provition9 they could 
. find, they went down to the shore, intending to return 
to the Edward BonaveiUure* But while they were 
waiting for the sea to be qniet enough ior their little 
boat to trayerse it, they saw the vessel sail off, to be 
seen no more. The food they had coUeeted did not 
last them for mauy days, and then ttxey i^ad to l^eep 
themselves alive on boiled ^reedsy "and now. and then 
a pumpkin.** Twenty-nine days were spent in this 
dismal way. At the end of that time a I'rtncli skip 
fortunately put in at Moua. Seven of the Englishmen, 
wandering about on another part of the island, oould 
not be found; but Lancaster and eleven others were 
taken on board by the French vessel and conveyed to 
San Domingo, tlieuce to be bnmght to England, on the 
24th of May, 1594, by way of Dieppe.**. 

Lancaster had been more than three years at sea, 
and in the expedition much liiuuey and more than 
two hundred lives liad been lost. But these lueses 
were thought little of in comparison with the report 
brought home concerning the wealth of the East Indies 

* Tho foregoing <l< tiiils are inmx an account by Edmund Barker, 
lioutennnt of the Edward JjonaveiUure, in Hakluyt, vol. ii,, part ii.. 
pp. 102 — ^110. A aoinewhat diflferant report, by Henry Ma} , puxder. ib 
in PuBCHAfi, ToL U p. 110. 
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and ■ the ease with which the Spanish and Portugxiese 
could be discomfited by Eoglish privateers. A kindred 
and yet more unforttuiate expedition was fitted out in 
July, 1596, &t the instigation of Sir Bobert Dudley, 
whtti three ships, the Bear, the Beards WMp, and the 
Benjamin, left England under the command of Captain 
Benjamin Wood. Two years afterwards they captured 
two 'Foiftugnese vesselB on their way from Goa to 
Otnfnn ; and they seem to have carried on a prosperous 
})iracy for some time in Indian and Chinese waters, 
but neither the ships nor any of their crews ever re- 
turned to England * 

The English merchants, however, were not deterred 
by these miafortun( s from their purpose of boldly com- 
peting with the Portuguese and Spaniards ui their 
prosperous eastern trade. They determined that» 
where others had so notablv succeeded, thev too would 
force their way to success. Fresh strength also 
came to this determination from the bold efforts made 
at the same time by the Butch in riTslry with Por- 
tugal. 

In these efforts, destined, when the Portuguese were 
virtually driven out of India, to issue in long jealousy 
and contest between Dutch and English trading com- 
panies* Englishmen had much to do. In the spring of 
1598, Captain John Davis, tlie ^rreat Aictic navigator, 
went as pilot-major with the first trading or piratical 
fleet equipped by the Netherlanders. Thereby he was 

♦ PuRCHAs, vol. i., pp. 110—113; Saihbbiibt, Caimdar o/ StaJU 
i'ai cT,^ EaU Indiea, voL i, pp. 98, 8d. 
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made peraonallj acquftinted xnih ihe kMgmd petiilbta 

route by way of the Ca}>e of Good TTope to the lu'lies^i 
and with the great oppnrtunitie.s (A' wealth wliioh it 
afforded. He siiared m the taking of flottie 'Fbrtujg«iEl^ * 
prizes, and, coining home m Jnly^ lBOO,- did'iAubh to> 
encourage liis countrymen in prosecuting tliu work of 
East Indian trade and conquest.* ' • • • •'• 
That work uros soon entered- updn ist good ieatnert;- 

A famoue meeting of London merchantB-'w&» keld' on- 

• • . /lit 

* PcBCiiAft, Tol. i., pp. llii — 124. Tlio c'iuiQU.s i'drcTitujre» pf WiliiiUB. 
Adfuna, who. in June, 1508, went na ]iilot-uinji>r to ft fieet <^ fiye Dntehb 
Hhips equipped for the In(lit»», are tolembly well known. The shipW 
paned through ihe Btnib off Magplbii^wliiDh tfaey ih'd not reAek till the 

6th of April, 1599. Tliere, Buya Adanis. " witli coUl i>n the ono hi*le and 
liunj^or on the oflicr, onr rnon jxrew wi ak ntnl tlicro th< y liult.-tl till 
tlie *2 ltli of St'ptemlA-i-, beikinfi; food Mith sucli }w->or suc(^>s that great* 
niuuberg died of huriL'' r. They visiittd Chili, and tlieru had doniu COjUi- 
fort, though they wcit- pr( vented, by fear of the Spaniards, from stay- 
ing aa long as they idsbed. A few weeks afterwnrdu, howefttv lifttftig- 
shaped their course far the East Indiea, they were nearly all nnudeved 
ot h(»ini i l i^hl in Use Pnci fir Ocean. Tin; survivors proceeded iii two 
ships to .lapiin, atiil reachc<i it on the 10th of April, IHOO, " nt which 
time," saya Adams, " there were no more than six, besides my.«ielf, that 
colli. 1 stand uiKUi bis feet."' Tlio erew then nniiilwred twenty-four, of 
whom ditxl soon siflcrwards. Adams was summoned to tht* KmjK^ror'g 
preaence, and put in pribon for a few weeks at the iaflKgation of *^4he 
Portognose and Jesuits ;** but ultimately he rose high in fitvcur with thq 
Emperor, for whom he built a ship, of 80 tons burthen, aft^^ r the Enf^lish 
fiMhioD. **He, eoming aboard to sec it, liked it vcrv' well, by which 
moans T mme in more fnvnTir with bim, so that I came often in bis pre- 
sence, wb(» from time to titnc i^'uvc me prf.scntH, and ut IcnL'tb a yearly 
stipend to live upon, much about severfty dueats, by the year, with two 
pounds of rioe a day.*' He taught the Emperor mathematiwi and oUier 
things, and built other ships, in which he traded about. In 1611 he 
wrote A letter to his " unknown friends and countrymeu," which was 
transmitti^d to the East In ] la Company, and led to some attempt by the 
Englibh, imder .Tnmcs T., at trade with Japan. — Ri ndaLL, MemoridU of 
ilie Empire of Japan (liakluyt Society), pp. 18 — 32. 
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tbe 34l;h,of.SepteitiW, 1599. It was ihem veaolyed to 

apply to Queen I'^lizubotli for permission, lor the 
honour of our native country, and lor the advancement 
o&4m4»'i>i i^efdm»dbs» wkUia this realm of England^ 
tO] 9&t l9rth a- voyage this present year to the £aat 
Indies and tlic islands and countries thereabouts;" and in 
proof that they were in earnest, a sum of 30,133^. (is, Sd, 
was-attonoe sobacxabed by a hundred and thicty-one in> 
flnentSai Londonera, headed by Sir Stephen Soame^ the 
Lord Mayor, and inchuling nearly all tlie foremost 
merchants of the day, Baptist Hicks, Eichard Staper, 
Kichard Cbckayn^, and the Garways^ among the 
nomber.* On the 10th of October the merchants ware 
informed that tlie Queen lui 1 graciously accepted their 
pcopoaal. Tliat was the beginning of the East India Com- 
pany, and gireat preparatiolis were promptly made for 
oarrying out the enterpnse. Jnst then, however, there 
was talk of a peace between Ihigland and Spain, and 
the Privy Council decided that it was better to run no 
risk of hindering the msgotiations for peace by Banction- 
ing the immediate carrying out of the merchants* pro- 
ject, t Therefore the project was delayed for a year, 
the year being well spent in collecting information and 
laying plans £or future action* In the summer of 1600, 
a fresh petition was addressed to the Qneen, and in 
answer to that, the merchants were comniaiidod by her 
**to proceed in their purpose and accept of her certifi- 
cate as an eatnest of a farther warrant to be aftez^ 

* Saqibbuby, vol. i, pp. 09—101 ; Bruce, toL i, pp. Ill— lljL 

t BbucBi vol. I, p. Hi. 
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wards granted to them."* The further warrant 
appeased in a charter of inooipofation of > **The. East 
India Company, by the name of the GoTomoiir . and . 

Comjjany of Merchants of London trading into the East 
Indies," with two hundred and fifteen members. This 
charter was dated the 3l8t of Deoembery 1600.t 

In anticipation of that formal docmnent, all things 
had been put in readiness lur the great work to be 
entered upon. Sir Thomas Smythe had been chosen 
iirst Groyemor of the Company. Court influence had 
been used for the appointment of Sir Edward Michel^ 
borne as admiral of the fleet to be sent out ; but the 
merchants had wisely decided to have nothing to do 
with coortierSy and had asked for leave to sort their 
bnsmess with men of their own quality." • The result 
was the appointment of Captain James Lancaster to the 
coveted post, with Captain John Davis as pilot-major and 
second in command. Like wisdom had been shown in 
the appointment of factors and deputies, the buying of 
ships and provisions and other necessary preparations, 
not the least being the selection of Bichard Hakluyt as 
geographical adviBcr of the Company and '^ historio- 
grapher of the voyages to the Esst Indies.'*^ ' ' 

All things were prepared for the first voyage by 

* Bbcos, vol. i., p. 126. t Pimr'HAS, Tol. L, pp. 139—147. 

X Sainsbuby, vol. i., pp. 106-115. The terms made witli Davis will 
illustrate tho jnr tliod usually pursued by tho old East India Company, 
which geui^ruily made partners of all Kh principal servants. IIo received 
aOO/. before starting, and was promised oUU/. more if the prohta of the 
voyage weie 100 per oent : lOOOZ. if they wero 150 per cent. ; 15001. 
if they were 200 per cent; and 2000Z. if they wero 250 per cent or 
iipwaidEL 
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the 20th of -April, 1601. On that day foitr stout ships, 

the Dragon, of COO tons burthen, the Kedor, the 
Ascension, and the Susan, sailed irom Torbay under the 
leadbnsfaip oii Captain Lancaster. He took with him 
setidral eopies of a letter addressed I)) (2ueen Elizabeth 

to ** the great and niiglity King of , our loving 

brother, greeting/' witii iniitructions to £11 in the blanks 
and pieient one to each monarch whom he visited. 
In these letters Qneen Elizabeth represented that, God 
having ordained that no place should enjoy all the 
things appertaining to man's use, but that one country 
should have need of another, and that thus men of 
remote districts should have commerce one with another, 
and by their interchange of commodities be linked to- 
gether in friendship, she had sent out these her subjects 
to visit the territories of the east and offer commerce 
according to the usage of merchants. She promised that 
her merchants should conduct themselves in a better 
way than had been followed by those of Spain and 
Portugal, who vaunted themselves to be kings of the 
East Indies. Therefore she requested that her people 
might be kindly entertained, and that while some of 
them were allowed to bring home a report of their dis- 
coveries and negotiations, others might be permitted to 
remain in each king s territory, there to leam the lan- 
guage, and direct themselves according to the fashions 
of the country.* 

Lancaster's whole company numbered four hundred 
and eighty men. After sailing comfortably down to 

* Bbuce, Yol. i., pp. 147 — 150. 
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the neighbourhood of the equator, he was there, asr wae 

nsQfil, becalmed for some weeks. ' On the 2l8t of June, 
however, he I'ell in with a l^ortuguese vessel, which was 
soon caught and despoiled of a goodly store of wine, 
oil, and meal. Ifuch sickness befel tlie erews as they 
sailed slowly towards the Cape, and Lancaster was 
obliged to put in at Saldanha Bay early in August, 
There he built huts for the sick, and oonTersed with the 
people in ''the cattle's tongne, which was never changed 
at the confusion of Babel," that is, shouted moo and 
haa, to show that he waiitetl to buy cows and sheep. 
Keeping on good terms with the Caffres, and to that 
end issuing strict orders to his men, he procured more 
than a thousand sheep and forty or fifty oxen, a piece of 
iron six inchea long being the price paid for each of the 
former, and one eight inches long for each of the latter. 
The Caffres were anxious to sell him land as well, an(d 
to induce him to settle among them ; but two months' 
careful maiiagtaneiit served to restore tlie sick men to 
liealth, and on the 29th of October he put to sea again. 
The Gape of Good Hope was doubled on the Ist of 
Kovember, and the stormy seais to the east tff it were 
traversed without damage. Fresh sickness among tiie 
crews made necessary another and longer delay, appa» 
rently on the coast of Madagascar, the waitinjg time 
being well employed in the construction of a little pin- 
nace, wliieh proved very useful as a pioneer during the 
rest of the yoyage. Halting at an island near Sumatra, 
Lancaster saw what he supposed to be a religious service 
of the natives, in which the priests, wearing horns and 
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tails like devils, appeared to be wonahipf^ing the piiiice 

of the devils. He is also reported to have seen a 
wonderful tree, growing from a worm which gi-adually 
dies as the tree grows, the branchea of the^ tree itself, 
when Qut off and dried, being tamed into white coral. 

Sumatra was reached on the 2nd of June, 1602, more 
than thirteen months alter the departure from England. 
On the dthy Lancaster entered tlie lioad of Acheen, and 
there found sixteen or eighteen ships of variouB nations. 
Two Dutch merchants came on board the Dragon^ and 
told him that he was sure of a hearty welcouie from the 
King of Aoheen, who had heard of tiie English victories 
over the Spaniards. Therefore John Middleton, the 
captain of the Hector, was sent with a friendly message 
to the King. He was generously received, and two days 
afterwards Lancaster himself went to Ck>urt, accom- 
fuinied by a guard of honour, including six elephants, 
that had been sent to receive him. He delivered a 
copy of the Queen's letter with which he had been 
jHTOTided, also a present of a silver basin and cup, 
some looking-glasses^ and other articles. He was sump- 
tuously entertained at a feast in which all the dishes 
used were of gold or other costly metal, and after the 
feast, as a great honour, the King's dancing-women 
came to entertain him. He made a treaty wiili this 
friendly monarcli, who therein allowed English mer- 
chants to settle in his territory, to trade with his sub- 
jects and other natives, and to observe their own laws 
and customs. That done, the merchants who had come 
out with Laucii^ter immediately proceeded to buy 
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pepper, which was the chief produce of Acheen. On 
Lancaster himself other work derolyed in OTer-reaoh» 

ing the treachery of the Portuguese. He heard from 
an Indian slave that the Portuguese were arranging 
for the bringing of a snffident number of ships iiom 
their large settlement in Malacca to destroy the Eng^ 
lish fleet, and, by using the Indian as a spy, he was 
able to learn all the movements of his enemies and to 
make preparations for checkmating them. The King 
of Acheen, when informed of this state of afitdrs^ told 
Lancaster that the Spaniards and Portuguese were as 
hateful to him as they could be to tlie English, and 
promised to help him to the utmost of his power. 
With his assistance, the Portuguese were prerented 
from carrying out their treacherous project ; and on the 
7th of September, Lancaster was able safely to sail 
towards Malacca, and in its neighbourhood to capture 
a Portuguese vessel, and appropriate all the costly mer- 
chandize that he found on board. He cruised about 
for six wteks, and returned to Acheen on the 24.th of 
October. There he renewed his friendship with the 
King and received from him a courteous letter to 
Queen Elizabeth. He also took on board the merchants 
whom he had left to carry on their trade, and all the 
pepper, cloves, and cinnamon which they had collected 
duiing his absence. 

Leaving Acheen on the 9th of November, Lancaster 
sent the Ascension home, with a report of his achieve- 
ments, and went with the otlier ships along the south- 
western side of Sumatra to the Straits of Sunda and 
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Java. In tiiat neighbourhood the Sfuan received a full 

cargo of pepper and cloves, bought at a much lower 
price than was charged at Acheen, and was also sent 
with it direct to England. 

On the 6ih of December Lancaster reached Ban- 
tam. He had a friendly interview with its boy King 
and his " protector," to whom one of the Queen's letters 
was given, leading to an alliance for trade and mutual 
asBiBtance. The English merchants brought their 
goods ashore, and sold great quantities both to the 
King, who hj law had the first choice of everything 
that came into the countrj^and to his subjecta In 
return they bought an abundance of pepper. Some 
of the natives proved thievish ; but Lancaster was 
authorized to kill any one he might find about his 
house at night time; and, it is said, *^ after thus kill- 
ing four or five they lived in peace." Enough pe{)per 
to lill both the remaining ships was collected by the 
10th of February, 1603. All the English goods that 
remained in them were transferred to the pinnace that 
had been built during the voyage out, and it was 
entrusted to twelve sailors and sume merchants, with 
orders to visit the Moluccas, and, if possible, to establish 
there a trading settlement. A dozen merdiants were 
also left at Bantam; and then Lancaster started on 
his homeward voyage on the 20th of February. 

This was performed with hardly greater trouble than 
was usual in those times. A furious storm assailed the 
ships in the Straits of Sunda, and did damage which 
could never be repaired ; and two months afterwards. 
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when they were near flie Cai)e of Hood Hope, auother 
fltorm almogt wrecked the Dragon, Her rudder was 
lost, and, after vainly attempting to fix another, or 
some substitute for another, Lancaster thought his case 
so desperate tliat he proposed to send home the Hector 
alone» and, in the Dragon, either to follow more at 
leisure or to try and find some resting-place at which 
the mischief might be retrieved. The men of the 
Hector, however, refused to desert their brave admiral, 
and BO the ships pushed slowly on together, a mast 
being hui^ from the keel of the Dragon in place of the 
lost rudder. After much beating about the Cape of 
Good Hope was passed, and the troubles of the voy- 
agers were brought to an end. They halted at St 
Helena, and there made a new rudder, besides remedy- 
ing some other injuries. They entered the English 
Channel, and completed their expedition, which had 
occupied nearly two years and a hal^ on the 11th of 
September, 1603 * 

By his successful management of this voyage Captain 
Lancaster made a memorable beginning to the famous 
career of the East India Company. The pepper and spices 
that he brought home realized profits enough to satisfy 
the merchants who had sent him out, and encouraged 
them to set forth other expeditions, some of them dis- 
astrous, but all conducing to the ultimate prosperity of 
the Company. The treaties of trade and alliance made 
by Lancaster with the Kings of Acheen sad Bantam 

* The fnregoing aocxrant of Lancastev^B voyage is derived ftom the 
narfative in Pubofas, vol. L, pp. 147—164^ 
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led the way to other treaties, issuing in the establish- 
ment of our great Indian empire. Lancaster hhnself 

lived on for nearly thirty years, adding to liis fame as 
a brave searcaptain much nseful seryiee as a stay-at* 
home adviser. Bat the seqnel to his personal history, 
and the achieyements of the East India Company after 
this first successful enterprise, do not belong to the 
story of English seamanship under the Tudors. There- 
fore we haye not here to deal with them. 

During its brief three years' existence under the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, however, the East India 
Company did some other memorable work. Lancaster 
had only been gone a few months on his south-eastern 
yoyage to the Indies when, in July, 1601, George Way- 
mouth, who is described as " a navigator," though we are 
not told of what sort were his navigations^ wrote a letter 
to the Company, urging the importance of making 
another attempt to reach the Indies by a north-west 
passage. 

The project was well entertained, and arrangements 
were promptly entered upon for carrying it out In 

September it was determined that 3,0U0/. should be 
spent in fitting out two pinnaces, with about thirty men 
between them. To Waymouth lOOZ. were granted to be 
expended on instruments and other necessaries ; and it 
was agreed that if he found the passage he should have 
5,0UU/. in payment. He was so sure of success tliat he 
asked for no remuneration in the event of his failure. 
The right of searching for Cathay by northern yoy- 
aging having long before been assigned to the Muscovy 



Digilizea by C(.)0^lc 



300 Oeorge WaymoM's North- Western Voyage, ecba'- x. 

Company, a message was sent to its Directors, asking 

tliem to transfer their privileges to the new association. 
This the Muscovy Company at first refused to do. It 
also refused to oonduot the enterprise in partnership 
with the East In^lia Company, and announced its 
iiitLMitiun of undertaking tlic voyage itself, without 
specifying any time for the enterprise or giving any 
token of immediate action. At a meeting of the East 

• 

India Company Directors in November it was agreed 

that " an enter})rise of such importance should not be 
slacked;" and a fresh message was sent to the Mus- 
covy Company to the effect that if it woold really take 
the work in hand it should be left to do it in its own 
way, or tiiat the East India adventurers were still 
willing to enter upon it in conjunction witli the Muscovy 
traders ; but that, if the Muscovy traders refused either 
of these plans, an appeal would be made to the Frivy 
Council. That threat was enforce !, and the Muscovy 
Company was in December ordered by the Queen to 
take its part in the projected voyage. It appears to 
have been still obstinate, and to have transferred its 
privile*;es to the ri\al association. 

This, however, gave no annoyance to the East India 
Company. Its object was gained, and the few fol- 
lowing months of winter were spent in completing the 
preparations that had been begun in the summer. On 
the iUth of April, 1602, the formal articles of agree- 
ment with Waymouth were signed ; and on the 24th 
John Cartwrightk a London preacher, who had already 
travelled in Persia, and written an account of his jour- 
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ney,* was chosen to go with Waymouth as his chief 

adviser. All th(3 preparations were completed by the 
end of April, aud the East India Company was m 
great hope that thexe is a possihility of disooyeiy of a 
nearer pa:ssage into the East Indies, by seas by the 
way of the uortli-\vest, if the same be undertaken by 
a man of knowledge in navigation, and of a resolution 
to pnt in ezeention all possibility of industry and 
▼alonr for the attaining of so inestimable benefit to his 
native country and his own perpetual honour."t Per- 
haps Waymouth was such a man ; but the work to which 
he applied himself, almost sure to have failed in any 
case, was brought to premature &ilare by his chief 
adviser, John Cartwright, and his inefficient crew. 

With two little vessels, the Discovery, of 70 tons 
burthen, and the Qoda/peed, of 60 tons burthen, yic- 
tualled for sixteen months, and having thirty-five men 
and boys on board, he started from Katcliffe on the 2nd 
of May4 He was instructed " to sail towards the coast 
of Greenland, and pass on unto the seas by the •north- 
west towards Cathay or China, without giving over 
proceeding' on his course so long as he found any pos- 
sibility to make a passage through those seas, and not 
to return for any let o» impediment whatever until one 
year had been bestowed in attempting the passage.** He 
was, in fact, to avail himself of all the experience 

* TftB Prmikei'i Traodt, in Osbobhs's HarMan CoBeetion o/ Voyage$, 
t The pnoeding aooount of the prepaiatioiiB fbr Wsymouth's voyage 

are from Sainsbuey, vol. i., pp. 128 — 133. 

X The iol lowing details are £rom Wajmouth'g Joumal in Pubcuas, 
voL iii., pp. 80d— Sli. 
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attained by Davis fifteen years before, and to do hk 

best iu realizinp: the liopes whicli Davis, for want of 
support^ had b<^eii forced to abanduu. Had the work 
been entrusted to Davis himself, it might have had a 
different issue. 

Following Davis's track Waymouth reacliel tlio 
north-western i»art of (Jreeniand on the 18th of June. 
Thence he sailed almost due west, and on the 29th he 
had sight of the northern part of Frobisher's Meta In- 
cognita, then ;^cii( rally known as Warwick's Foreland, 
it was covered with snow, and along the coast were 
snow-covered masses, of which no one could say whether 
tbt y were icebergs or rocks. Waymouth attempted to 
enter Frobisher's Straits, ju Iging that therein he would 
find the coveted north-western passage to India. Jiut 
contrary winds kept him at sea during sixteen or seven- 
teen days, which he spent in sailing up and down the 
neighbouring coast, and that short time sufficed to 
sicken his sailors of their arctic voyaging. They were 
all puzzled by the numerous islands that they saw 
dimly through the fogs that oppressed them, and by 
he conllicting currents, formed of melting ice, that 
pressed upon them with a force which, in the darkness, 
^ was especially alarming. They were sorely Mghtened, 
too, by the distant rumble and turmoil of cracking ice 
and shivciing icoburgs, and yet more by the intense 
cold which froze their sails, ropes, and tackling, so as 
to render them almost unmanageable. At length, on 
the 19th of July, says Waymouth, all our men con- 
spired secretly together to bear up the helm for Eng- 
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land while I was asleep in my cabin, and there to have 
kept me by force until I had sworn unto them that I 
would not offer any yiolence unto them for so doing." 
Waymouth woke up in time to prevent the full accom- 
plishment of this mutinous purpose ; but having all or 
nearly all his men in league against him, with John 
Cartwiight^ the parson, at their head, he was forced in 
the end to give way to them. They insisted upon 
being taken out of this icy region, alleging that their 
demand was a matter buiided upon reason, and not 
proceeding upon fear or cowardice." All Waymouth 
could do was to induce them to carry him in a southerly 
direction as i'nr as the great channel discovered by 
Frobisher in 1578, but first properly explored by Henry 
Hudson in 1610. Waymouth entered Hudson's Straits 
on the 25th of July, and sailed along it for about three 
hundred miles. Then he was forced to turn back'. He 
touched the coast of Labrador between the 5th and the 
17tli of August. On the 18th a violent storm nearly 
destroyed his ships, and the sailors thereupon obliged 
him to return at once to England. lie reached Dart- 
mouth on the 5th of September. 

In the stringent inquiry which the East India Com- 
pany instituted as to the cause of this unfortunate ' 
ending of Waymouth's (_'X|)edition, it appears that Cart- 
wright « did confess and justify that he was the 
persuader and mover of the company to return for 
England and give over the voyage." Waymouth was 
not blamed, and it was proposed that, in the iullowing 
year, u new and better- manned voyage to Davis's 
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Straits should be intrusted to him.* But the proposals 
came to nothing. The East India Company, found 
more profitable work in sontbem yoyagin^ to India, 

after the {»lan initiated by Lancaster; and the task of 
arctic aea rolling, in succession to John Davis, was left 
to Henry Hudson, in the reign of James I. 



* Sainsbl ttY, vol. L, pp. 135 — 138, 
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